A DEEPER KIND OF LOVE

40 Days of promise™
btcc • September 28, 2003
I love the Fall…

· Tell why

Turn to person next to you and share YOUR favorite time of year – and WHY
· Now share with them some kind of food you love 

· One more – share the name of a movie you love


IMAG 01 – Floating

Now…that’s love…but it’s SURFACE love, isn’t it?

· Just floating on the surface of real love

· There’s more to life that “potato chip” love, isn’t there?

· At least – you WANT there to be!

Most of us just aren’t satisfied with that level of love in our lives

· We want the real deal
· Not just the official kind of love – saying we love people because we know we’re supposed to love them.  
· Not just reciprocal love – “I’ll ‘love’ you if you’ll ‘love’ me.”  
· But real, genuine, honest, Biblical love.  
So what’s the key?  

· How do we break out of this shallow version of LUV?

· The answer is simple…and incredibly profound:

Notes:

#1 – LOVE OTHERS AS JESUS HAS LOVED ME

John 15:12

“Love each other as I have loved you.”
On Day 24 of this week we are going to have the sacred privilege of writing out those very words of Jesus:

· “Love each other as I have loved you.”

How has Jesus loved us?  

· With a DEEPER kind of love!  

· Share gospel

Hey – Jesus knows something about REAL LOVE, doesn’t He?

· Do you think we might be able to LEARN something from Him about love?

On Day 3 in your Signature Bible™ you read these words from 1 Peter 1:22: 

· “…love one another deeply, from the heart.”

When you and I love others as Jesus loved us…

· …we begin to experience a DEEPER kind of love

During 40 Days of Promise, we’ve focusing on one verse of the Bible each week

· And because God’s Word is so powerful…so life-changing…

· We’ve been trying to commit that verse to MEMORY each week

What’s the verse we’ve been trying to memorize all during this PAST week?

· Let’s try to say it together:

· 2 Peter 3:18, “Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

It’s time to grow…DEEPER – straight into the heart of Jesus’ love

· Today, let’s look at three increasingly deeper levels of love:

Notes:

#2 – KEEP ON LOVING NO MATTER WHAT
Romans 8:35, 37-39

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”


IMAG 02 – Waist Deep

“No matter what” kind of love –

· That’ll put you WAIST-DEEP in love right away!

A while back, a group of kids 4 years old to 8 years old were asked, “What is love?”

· See if you can pick out the “No matter what” definitions of love

· And I’ll throw in a few extras, “Just for fun!”

Read from “No Matter What” sheet

Notes:

#3 – WASH ONE ANOTHER’S FEET
John 13:1,5

“Jesus…now showed them the full extent of his love…he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.”
IMAG 03 – Neck Deep

We’re getting deeper, aren’t we?

· Like getting neck deep in water…

· Scarier…but much more enjoyable

Some People LITERALLY wash one another’s feet, as an act of expressing their love

· Promise Keepers story

END IMAG

Got an E-mail from one of our members this week

· She mentions names, so I changed those:

I want to bring you up to date on some people at my work who are reading the [Signature Bibles™ I’ve brought to them]. All the feedback I've received in the last week is unsolicited. 

Alyce wants audio tapes of the services so she can tie that into her readings/writings. She doesn't subscribe to the Internet at home, so I have the tapes ordered for her. I'm also providing her with the notes that get passed out on Sundays. 

Jessica is an unchurched believer. Hasn't basically attended for years for a variety of reasons. She has given up reading the newspaper each morning to do her reading/writing in the book. I mentioned Zchurch to her yesterday in a casual conversation about something totally different and her face lit up. She said she never knew she could watch the service that way. She took down the info on how to find it and said she was going to start watching it. I'm praying for her because she needs to be in a church body, not on the outside looking in. 

Marilyn is a volunteer who helps me 1 day a week. She is older and struggling with finding a church where she is comfortable. She currently isn't going anywhere.....she's discouraged. She didn't ask for a book, but I felt impressed to give one to her anyway. I did on a Monday, and the next Thursday, she called me at work just to say she was enjoying the book so much, and to thank me for giving it to her. Her voice sounded very uplifted. I'm praying for her as well. I've also invited her to church previously, but as yet she hasn't come. She doesn't want to come by herself and I have my commitments at the first service, so I'm trying to figure that one out. She did mention she has a friend she's trying to get to come with her....so we'll see. 

I just wanted to share all that with you ‘cause I was definitely excited to see how people AROUND ME are being touched by the book and challenged to make positive changes in their lives

Here’s one of our members making a HUGE difference in the lives of people at work

· What is she doing?

· She’s washing their feet!

Just out of curiosity…

· How many of you have bought one or more Signature Bibles™ to give away to someone else?

· You are an awesome congregation!

· You’re taking love to a deeper level!

· You’re washing their feet!

· No WONDER we ran out of all the Signature Bibles™ we ordered for you and had to dip into Ernie Haase’s edition!

Notes:

#4 – LAY DOWN MY LIFE FOR MY CHRISTIAN FAMILY

1 John 3:16

“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.”
IMAG 04 – Take the Plunge

The extreme example of “Lay Down My Life” love –

· Diving in to the water to rescue a drowning person

But life is made up of LITTLE expressions of “Lay Down My Life” love, too

· Let’s ask our 4-8 year olds again

Read from Lay Down Your Life sheet


Tell Barb Polley’s story

· Woman at work needed kidney

· No family members were a match

· She and Steve volunteered to be tested

· Radio commercial on way to be tested

· She was a match!

· Second thoughts…but she did it!

· Lasted 6 years…woman now on second kidney
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