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Video Leader Lifter

Wow.  It’s finally here.  We’re about to launch 40 Days of Promise in the small groups of Bethel Temple Community Church.

What can you expect?   Let me tell You what I expect:  I believe GOD is going to show up.  I believe He is going to meet with us in our small groups – and in our church – like never before.  

I believe the members of your group are going to experience personal breakthroughs in their walk with God.  I believe your family members are going to change.  I believe some of your most difficult relationships are going to be healed. 

I believe the members of your group are about to enter an unprecedented bonding experience in God.  Over the next six weeks, I believe God will form in your group a unit that He can confidently deploy to achieve His purposes on planet earth.

Let me tell you what else I believe.  I believe God is going to do His GREATEST work…in YOU.  Why?  Not because you deserve it.  Not because you’re better than anybody else.  But because you are the leader.

You’ve dared to step up to the plate and offer Yourself to be used for His glory.  You know what?  He’s about to take you up on your offer!  What an honor – to be used by God for His purposes!  

I want you to know I’m praying for you.  Every day.  In fact, you have a growing army of people praying for you.  When challenges arise over the next six weeks – and they will – just remember:  You’re not alone.  We’re the people of God.  And we’re in this together.  

Most of all, lean on the LORD.  Let HIM be Your strength.  He’s PROUD of you, for what you’re doing.  THAT’S your ultimate motivation!

In addition to this video curriculum, you’ve been given enough study guides for the members of your group.  We’ve intentionally kept them simple and easy-to-use, so you can spend a maximum amount of time sharing with one another what God is showing you in His Word.

Make sure everyone has a pen and a study guide when you start.    That way they can fill in the blanks during the video.  The video is intended to be a conversation starter.  It’s also designed to keep your group focused on the powerful Biblical truths God has for them each week, during 40 Days of Promise.  So we recommend that you open with prayer…and then start the video right away. 

Afterwards, all you have to do is work through the questions in your study guide…and let God take over, as people respond.  If you don’t get to all the questions, don’t worry about it.  Let the Holy Spirit be your guide.  He’ll show you.  It’s that simple!

If you have specific questions, be sure to get in touch with your coach right away.

I love you.  And I’m praying for you.

Week 1 Small Group Video

Well, it’s finally here!  40 Days of Promise.  Wow.  There’s no way to know how many prayers have been prayed for God to transform your life during these 40 days…but it’s been a lot.  

We’ve just completed 40 Days of Prayer.  Many of us have been praying day and night.  A number of our people have gone the extra mile and have FASTED and prayed.  They’ve actually gone without eating, in order to humble themselves before God and spend that time in prayer, instead.  

Why?  Because you’re worth it!  Because so much is at stake – not only in your life, but in the lives of those you love.  

Why have so many people been fasting and praying?  Because the potential for life-change during these 40 Days of Promise is HUGE.  

Jesus said: “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”  [John 10:10]
That’s what 40 Days of Promise is all about – to equip you as never before…to become everything Jesus created you to be.

And that is exactly what is going to happen.  How can you be sure of that?  Because of God’s promise!  

Listen to the words of 1 John 5:14-15:  “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us – whatever we ask – we know that we have what we asked of him.”

Is that a powerful promise, or what!

Here’s the principle – you might want to write this down in your study guide – 

IF WHAT I PRAY FOR IS GOD’S WILL, HE PROMISES TO GIVE IT TO ME.”

That makes sense, doesn’t it? Suppose you wanted to see a friend of yours watch less television and get more exercise.  One day he calls you on the phone and says, “You know what?  I’m turning into a couch potato.  I’ve been thinking I need to work out, or something.  Do you still have that extra jump rope I saw last time I was at your house?  If so, I’d love to borrow it.”

What do you think?  Would you loan him the jump rope?  Absolutely!  You’d be DELIGHTED to give him what he asked for.  Why?  Because he asked you for something that was according to your will.

That’s the secret for getting your prayers answered:  First, find out what God wants to do…and then ask Him to do it for you!  

That’s what’s so powerful about 40 Days of Promise.  We didn’t start with a list of things WE wanted to do.  Instead, we went straight to the Bible and found out what GOD most wants to do in your life.  

That’s why you can be confident that these 40 days are going to have such an amazing impact on your life.  They’re not based on some human being’s PREFERENCES.  Instead, they’re built solidly upon God’s PROMISES.  And that makes all the difference in the world.

Our memory verse this week is Joshua 23:14.  Let’s say it together:  “You know with all your heart and soul that not one of all the good promises the Lord your God gave you has failed.  Every promise has been fulfilled…”
When you say to God:  “Jesus, please help me become everything You created me to be,” what’s the likelihood that He’s going to hear your prayer – and answer it?  100%!  Why?  Because you’re saying, “Jesus, YOU know why You put me on planet earth.  Please do with me everything you want to do.”

Now, THAT’S praying according to God’s will!  

By the way, that’s exactly what it means to pray in FAITH.  When you know for a fact that God wants to do what you’re asking Him to do – your faith goes through the roof!  There’s no guesswork.  There’s no “maybe.”  There’s no, “I HOPE so…”  Instead there is nothing but rock-solid confidence.  You have God’s Word on it.  And when you have God’s WORD on it…it’s a done deal.

Listen to what God says, in Isaiah 55:10-11.  In fact, you’ll find these same words on the back of your Signature Bible: 

“As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”

That’s what 40 Days of Promise is all about:  God’s PURPOSES.  Not yours, not mine…His.  The purposes He backs up with His PROMISES!

Let’s take a look at them:

THE FIRST PURPOSE OF MY LIFE IS TO PRAISE GOD.

Hebrews 13:15 says, “Through Jesus…let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise…”

THE SECOND PURPOSE OF MY LIFE IS TO GROW IN CHRIST.

The Bible tells us to “…grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18)

MY THIRD PURPOSE IS TO LOVE OTHER PEOPLE THE WAY JESUS LOVES ME.

In 1 Peter 1:22, God commands us to “…love one another deeply, from the heart.”
MY FOURTH PURPOSE IS TO WHOLEHEARTEDLY SERVE GOD AND OTHERS.

Why?  “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” (Ephesians 2:10)
MY FIFTH PURPOSE ON THIS EARTH IS TO TELL OTHER PEOPLE ABOUT JESUS.

“Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.” (Mark 16:15)
Those are your 5 purposes – your reason for being on this earth.  Every truth in the Bible points to at least one of these 5 purposes.  

But of course, it’s not enough to simply know God’s purposes for your life – IS it?  The CHALLENGE…is to get ON with it!  Most of us know what we ought to do…we just aren’t DOIN’ it!

The good news is, God KNOWS that about us!  He knows that we not only need to know what to DO…but that we sure could use a little help in actually DOING it!

That’s why more than 3,000 years ago, God gave us a gift to help us live out our 5 purposes.  This gift was a plan so simple that anybody could do it.  Now, the way God NORMALLY does these things is – He gives them first to His LEADERS.  Then as leaders, it’s THEIR job to share God’s gifts with His people.

That’s exactly how God handled it this time.  He commanded every King of Israel to write out for himself a portion of the Bible each day.  Here’s the passage – found in Deuteronomy 17:18-20:

“When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write for himself on a scroll a copy of this law, taken from that of the priests, who are Levites. It is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days of his life so that he may learn to revere the LORD his God and follow carefully all the words of this law and these decrees and not consider himself better than his brothers and turn from the law to the right or to the left. Then he and his descendants will reign a long time over his kingdom in Israel.”

I found that passage in the Bible 20 years ago.  I don’t know if I had ever read it before, but this time it leaped out at me…because THIS time I saw those 5 promises!  When you begin to study them, you discover that each of them can be summed up in a single word:  REVERENCE…OBEDIENCE… HUMILITY…CONSISTENCY…SUCCESS.

Wow.  Who WOULDN’T want to become that kind of person?  What if people could honestly say about you that you truly revere God…that you obey Him in everything…that you’re humble…that you’re totally consistent in your walk with God from one day to the next…and that you’re one of the most successful people they know?  You would not have lived your life in vain.

But that’s not all.  It turns out that each of these 5 promises…helps you fulfill your 5 purposes.  You want a leg up on life?  You want to become the kind of person who not only TALKS a good line…but has the ability to WALK it?  

That’s what I’ll do for you, God says…if you TRUST me enough to put My plan into practice.  What was His plan?  Simplicity itself:  Write a little bit of His Word every day.  Keep it with you.  And read it every day of your life.

The first time I really saw this passage in the Bible, I was dumbfounded.  It didn’t make any sense to me.  I could understand READING the Bible…but writing it out for yourself?  I mean, kings are busy.  Don’t they have better things to do?  Why not delegate that chore to somebody else – like we do to Bible publishers today?

And then it hit me…what if there is something that happens when you write out the Word for yourself that can’t happen in any other way?  What if writing out Scripture and reading it every day in your own handwriting causes God’s Word to somehow become PART of you?

I could not get that thought out of my mind.  Because if it was true…I had just stumbled across one of God’s simplest and most powerful ways to change my life.

So I tried it.  What did I have to lose?  The first day, I wrote out a few verses of the Book of Proverbs.  Not bad!  Next day, I wrote out a few more.  Pretty soon, I had written out two or three chapters.  And I thought, “You know what, this is fun!  I can do this.  I wonder what would happen…if I wrote out the whole Book?”

So I did.  And when I got to the end, I didn’t want to stop.  So I wrote out another book of the Bible.  And then another.  You know what I found?  For one thing – it was addictive!  I got to the place where I actually started to look FORWARD to my daily devotions.  It was no longer a DUTY.  It was pure JOY.  

Not only that, I got at least TWICE as much out of the Bible as I used to, by just READING it.  There was something else, too – my MIND didn’t wander.  There was something about the process of writing out the Word for myself that kept me FOCUSED on what God was saying to me.  It was like nothing I had ever experienced before.  Amazing.

Well…long story short, I ended up writing out the whole thing – all 66 books…1,189 chapters…31,173 verses…807,361 words.  How did I feel when I finished?  Like doing it again.  And again.  Like I had found something so precious, so holy and so powerful…that I needed to share it with the world.

The result is The Signature Bible.  Beginning on Day 8 of 40 Days of Purpose, you’ll get your first taste of writing out the Word for yourself.  But here’s fair warning:  Once you start…you may not want to stop!

Why?  It’s God’s plan, that’s why!  It’s short, it’s easy…and it works!  When you finish writing out your verses each day, you feel like you’ve accomplished something – and you have!  You’ve done exactly what God said to do.  And it’s beautiful!

Take the remainder of your time today to work through the discussion questions in your study guide.  Decide now to be at every weekend service for the next six weeks.  Do whatever you have to do with your schedule to make it to every meeting of your small group.  And don’t miss a single day in your Signature Bible.  

See you right here, next week.

Week 2 Small Group Video

Hi.

Welcome to Week 2 of 40 Days of Promise!  Are you current in your Signature Bible?  If so, you’ve already begun to write out God’s Word for yourself.  

Unbelievably simple, isn’t it?  But don’t let its simplicity fool you.  Remember, this is God’s idea.  And He knows what He’s doing!  Trust Him.  I promise you – excuse me – HE promises you:  You won’t be sorry.

Three reminders:  

#1.  DON’T FORGET TO PRAY EACH DAY BEFORE YOU WRITE OUT THE WORD.

Ask God to open your eyes, so that you can see wonderful things in His Word, as you write.  Ask Jesus to open your MIND as you write, so that you can UNDERSTAND the Scriptures.  And ask the Holy Spirit to TEACH you as you write out His Word.  Ask Him to remind you of everything you learn, so that God’s Word literally becomes PART of you.

The reason this would be a great prayer for you to pray each day is that it’s based on three verses of Scripture taken straight out of the Bible.

Psalm 119:18 says, “Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.”


Luke 24:45 says that Jesus, “…opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.”

In John 14:26, Jesus says, “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”


That’s why you want to pray this prayer every day before you write:  When you do, you’re praying the Word.  When you pray the Word, you’re praying according to God’s will.  And as we saw last week, when you pray according to God’s will, you can have total confidence that He hears you – and that He will give you the very thing that you ask.

#2.  DON’T FORGET TO SPEAK THE WORD OUT LOUD AS YOU WRITE.  

Romans 10:17 says, “…faith comes from hearing the message…”
So the more of God’s Word you hear, the more you’ll build your faith.  Why do you want to build your faith?  I can think of two really good reasons.  First, it pleases God.  

Hebrews 11:6 says, “And without faith, it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”

Secondly, there’s that stunning promise from Jesus in John 14:12:

“I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.”

Greater things than Jesus?  THIS I want to see – don’t you?

So don’t EVER miss a chance to build your faith!  Since the Bible tells you that hearing God’s Word does just that – go ahead!  Read it out loud!  

Now, at first this may not seem practical – especially if the only time you have available to write out the Word is when other people are around.  You know what?  I run into the same thing.  My normal plan for daily devotions is first thing in the morning, right after I get up and make a cup of coffee.  The house is quiet.  I’m alone.  What a great time to write out God’s Word – and to say it OUT LOUD, as I write.

That’s my plan – but it doesn’t always WORK that way!  Sometimes the phone rings impossibly early and all of a sudden, I’ve launched my day without my time in the Word.  I HATE it, when that happens!  I’ve learned the hard way that I HAVE to have my time alone with God each day.  

So what do I do?  I take my Signature Bible with me!  Hey – you’re supposed to do that anyway, right?  In Deuteronomy 17, God told His kings to keep their personal copy of the Bible with them.  

So that’s what I’ll do…and then I look for my first opportunity to write out the Word.  You know what?  I’ve found I can write out the Word while I’m sitting in the doctor’s office…while I’m waiting on a mechanic to fix my car…even flying at 35,000 feet, with plane passengers crammed into the seats on either side of me.

 And not only that, I’ve learned that even when I’m in a public place, I can speak the Word as I write – without bothering another soul – just so long as I do it…quietly.  God’s Word is so powerful that even a whisper…builds my faith.

#3 – DON’T FORGET TO ACT ON THE LIFE-CHANGING TRUTHS YOU’VE WRITTEN

“Do not merely listen to the word,” says James 1:22 “and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”

Now, you’ve got to be prepared for this one – because when you’re writing out the Word, it comes up a lot.  I don’t know about you, but if I don’t watch myself, I can read the Bible without it’s really sinking in.  Have you ever done that – read a half-dozen verses and realized you couldn’t tell anybody what you’ve just read, if your life depended on it?  Then you have to go back and start all over?

That doesn’t happen very often when you’re writing out the Word – especially when you’re speaking it out loud as you write.  There’s just something about this whole process God has designed that opens up the meaning of Scripture for you like never before.

So THAT means you’re really going to be hearing from GOD as you write!  You know what I’ve found over the years?  I have to keep a NOTEBOOK nearby, just to make sure I keep track of everything that suddenly leaps out from the page at me, while I’m writing!  I have to keep my DayTimer handy, too.

I mean, His Word is supposed to impact our lives, right?  That means you’re going to be writing along and suddenly realize, “Wow.  Are you kidding me?  When did You put THIS in the Bible, LORD?  I’ve never seen this before in my LIFE!  Good grief.  I’ve got to DO something about this!”  

Now, here’s the secret:  Don’t wait.  Don’t put it off.  You can SCHEDULE your obedience.  Write it in your DayTimer.  Build it into your life.  

For example:  If you’re writing out the Word and suddenly realize you need to call somebody and make a strained relationship right, pick up the phone and call them on the spot.  Of course, if it’s 5:00 A.M. and you don’t think they’d appreciate your waking them up out of a deep sleep,  you can still decide – then and there – when you’re going to make that call.  You may make a note to call them at 8:30 and ask them to meet you for lunch.  Your treat.

The key is to ACT on God’s Word!  Write this down in your study guide:

IT IS LETHAL TO ACCUMULATE KNOWLEDGE WITHOUT ACTING ON IT!

You know what happens when you do that?  It anesthetizes you to God’s truth.  You become a professional student – always going to class, but never getting a job.  Passing from subject to subject with flying colors, but flunking out when it comes to real life.

Not only that, but look at it from God’s point of view:  Why should He put any MORE presents under your tree – when the last dozen presents He’s given you are gathering dust on the shelf? A lot of us are begging God to show us what to do…when we’ve completely ignored the last dozen times He’s given us directions!

“Only one life will soon be past.  Only what’s DONE for Christ will last.” 

If you finish writing out your Word for the day without coming across anything that particularly stands out to you, ask God for His help.  Say to Him, “LORD, what do You want me to do with the Word I’ve just written?  I promise I’ll do my best to follow through on whatever You say.  Just let me know.”

If nothing comes to you on the spot, go on about your day – and keep the line open!  God always answers a sincere prayer like that – but He does it in His way and in His time – when He knows it will do you and others the most good.  You’ll be surprised how often the still, small voice of the Holy Spirit will prompt you later on in the day with something He wants you to do.  

It doesn’t have to be much.  It doesn’t have to be some great thing.  Just a little action step each day.  But in time, you’ll look back and realize:  “I’m not the same person I used to be.”

You know what that’s called?  “Life-change!”

So.  What about those verses on praise we’re writing out this week?  Are they beautiful, or what?  I don’t know about you, but these passages of Scripture really got to me.  There were times when tears of gratitude sprang to my eyes.

So in your study guide:

THE FIRST PURPOSE OF MY LIFE IS TO PRAISE GOD.

Let’s say our memory verse for this week together.  It’s found in Hebrews 13:15:

“Through Jesus…let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise…”
Remember that definition of worship you read back on Day 2?  “Worship is:  Understanding who you are…Understanding Who God is…And responding appropriately.”

Worship isn’t something YOU start…it’s your RESPONSE to something God already started!

The good news is, you’re already worshiping God just by valuing Him enough to spend time with Him in Your Signature Bible each day.  But as you write out the Word, don’t just go through the motions.  Let your spirit soar!  

Same thing when you attend a worship service and it’s time to sing.  Don’t just parrot the words – WORSHIP!  Let the meaning of those lyrics penetrate your very soul.  Forget who’s on either side of you and concentrate on the One Whose Name is, “Wonderful Counselor… Mighty God… Everlasting Father…Prince of Peace.”  Focus your attention on Him and allow Him to take your worship to the next level!

What IS the next level?  Passion.  Whatever you do, don’t allow yourself to backslide into the powerlessness of perfunctory praise.

In Revelation 3:15-16, Jesus says, “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm – neither hot nor cold – I am about to spit you out of my mouth.”
Don’t let your worship leave a bad taste in Jesus’ mouth!  Instead, love Him with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength!

Hopefully, I’ve given you enough to serve as a springboard for your group discussion today.  The conversation starters are in your study guide.

See you next week!

Week 3 Small Group Video

THE SECOND PURPOSE OF MY LIFE IS TO GROW IN CHRIST.

There’s no stopping place in Jesus, is there?  No time on this earth when you can sit back in your rocking chair, fold your arms and say, “Yup!  That pretty well does it – I’ve ARRIVED!”

No way!  In fact, the only time you get like that is when you make the mistake of comparing yourself to somebody else who’s not quite as far along as you are.  At least, in YOUR eyes.  But what does the BIBLE have to say about that?

“We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise.”  (2 Corinthians 10:12)

Years ago when I was a teenager, I was riding the city bus.  At one of the stops, a young man got on.  He stepped into the bus, looked around and suddenly yelled, “Well, hello, SHORTY!”  He yelled it so loud that everybody in the bus looked at him.

The first thing we noticed about him was that he wasn’t so very tall HIMSELF!  And then it hit me:  He felt self-conscious about his height.  He assumed everyone else noticed how short he was.  So his way of dealing with it was to call attention to someone who might have been half-an-inch shorter than he!

But it BACKFIRED, didn’t it?  My guess is, everybody on the bus drew the same conclusion I did.  All he succeeded in doing was drawing everyone’s attention to the very thing about himself that he wanted them to overlook.  When he compared himself to someone else…he wasn’t wise, was he?  Neither are we.

In fact, there’s only ONE Person we ought to compare ourselves with, to find out how much more we have to grow.  Jesus Himself:

“…Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. ‘He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.’  When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.”  (1 Peter 2:21-23)  

Speaking of being “short”…what do you think?  Is it possible that you and I might have just a little more GROWING to do?  Oh, yeah.

Why don’t we say our memory verse for this week together?  The Bible tells us to:

“…grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18)
But how do you DO that?  Back on Day 2 in your Signature Bible, we gave you a list of seven things you can do to accelerate your spiritual growth.  Let’s take a look at them:

#1 – PUT GOD AHEAD OF EVERYTHING AND EVERYONE ELSE.

  In Matthew 6:33, Jesus says, “…seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”


Most of us have it exactly OPPOSITE of that, don’t we?  If we value our relationship with someone, we think we have to make it our top priority.  If we want to reach some goal, we think we have to go after it at all costs.

But JESUS says that’s the fastest way to LOSE these things.  Why?  Because anything or anyone we put ahead of Jesus becomes an IDOL.  And God will not tolerate second place in our lives.

#2 – SPEND TIME EACH DAY IN GOD’S WORD.

Job said:  “I have not departed from the commands of his [God’s] lips; I have treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread.”  (Job 23:12)  

Depending on your personality, you may be tempted to work ahead in your Signature Bible and then take a few days off.  Or…you may fall behind four or five days and then hit it real hard on day six to catch up!  Hey – that’s beats nothing, doesn’t it?  

But do your best to keep from doing that very often.  One of the secrets to growth is CONSISTENCY.  For your health’s sake, you wouldn’t want to skip eating food for five days – and then eat 18 meals on day six!  

If you want to see God’s 5 promises come alive in your life, follow the plan He gave you in the Book of Deuteronomy:  Try as hard as you can to write out a little of His Word EACH DAY.  You need DAILY bread.

#3 – PRAY FREQUENTLY AND OFTEN.

Did you notice that both those words mean just about the same thing?  If you’re pray “frequently”…you’re praying “often.”  And if you pray “often,” you’re probably praying “frequently.”  So what’s the point?  Pray A LOT!

1 Thessalonians 5:17 puts it this way: “…pray continually.”

Why?  Because if you really want to grow, you don’t want to just visit God now and then – say, morning, noon and night.  You want to walk with Him all the time – continually!  

Next time you go to God in prayer, don’t hang up!  Keep the line open.  When Judy and I were teenagers, we’d talk on the phone for hours.  Sometimes there’d be long pauses, where neither of us said anything…but we could still FEEL each other’s presence.  

Same thing with God.  You don’t have fill every moment with WORDS to be praying.  The key…is to stay CONNECTED.

#4 – DISCIPLINE YOUR MIND, MAKING IT OBEDIENT TO CHRIST.

In 2 Corinthians 10:5, the Apostle Paul shares one of the great secrets for accelerated growth:

“…we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.”

You don’t HAVE to accept every thought you have, as though it were your own.  It may NOT be – it MAY have been planted there by SATAN.  

That’s why the time you’re spending in God’s Word each day is so valuable.  It gives you a STRAIGHT EDGE against which to measure every thought that enters your mind.

If a crooked thought suddenly pops up, kick it out!  And replace it with the truth you are discovering each day, in God’s Word.

#5 – ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT YOU ARE A CITIZEN OF HEAVEN.
Philippians 3:20-21 says, “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.”

Just knowing where you will be one day gives you the INCENTIVE to stay focused on your goal!  It’s a lot easier to say, “No” to the wrong things and “Yes” to the right things, when you remember where your true home really is.

#6 – STAY FOCUSED ON JESUS.
Hebrews 12:2 says, “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

He’s the ULTIMATE INSPIRATION.  When you feel yourself becoming cynical…when you feel yourself getting discouraged…when you feel yourself becoming critical of people in the church…when you start to question whether or not it’s WORTH it to live the Christian life – that tells you just one thing:  You’ve taken your eyes off Jesus.  The cure?  Get refocused on the One Who loved you enough to give His life for you.

One more – #7 – SURRENDER YOURSELF TO THE WILL OF GOD.
Have you ever had a tough day and said, “That’s it.  I give up!”  Actually, that’s a GOOD thing…if you’re giving it up to the right Person!

Hebrews 12:9 says, “…submit to the Father of our spirits and live!”

You know what trips us up on this one?  We get it in our heads the way WE think it ought to be.  But then when God does something DIFFERENT…we think He’s made a MISTAKE!  We think He’s let us DOWN!  

Quick reality check:  Who knows the end from the beginning – you or God?  Who is the only One Who can keep track of the billion or so factors involved with the complicated circumstances of our lives – you or God?

Right.  So that’s what “surrendering yourself to the will of God” means.  It’s throwing up your hands and saying, “That’s it.  I give up, Lord.  YOU…know what’s best!”

Well, THAT should give you something to talk about, today!  Keep right on going in your study guides, and have AT it!

See you next week. 

Week 4 Small Group Video

Welcome to Week 4 of 40 Days of Promise!  You know, you could argue that in some ways, this has to be the greatest week of all, because of our subject:  “LOVE.”


  “And now these three remain:” God says in 1 Corinthians 13:13, “faith, hope and love.  But the greatest of these is – ” what?  “love.”

MY THIRD PURPOSE IS TO LOVE OTHER PEOPLE THE WAY JESUS LOVES ME.

That’s why, in 1 Peter 1:22, God commands us to “…love one another deeply, from the heart.”
Because that’s how God loves US – deeply!  Of course, we’re not all there, yet, are we?  Sometimes we love each other…DISTANTLY.  At other times we love each other…DISMALLY.  We’ve even been known to love each other…DISOBEDIENTLY.

But God says, “Come on up here, where the air is cleaner!  I want you to love each other DEEPLY…from the HEART.”

So, how do you DO that?

Back on Day three we listed a number of ways we can break through into true, Biblical fellowship.  Let’s look at five of them:

#1 – SPEND TIME WITH ONE ANOTHER.

Acts 2:46 says,  “Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts…”

How do you spell “LOVE?”  Four letters:  “T-I-M-E.”  There are no shortcuts, are there?  You can’t tell your brothers and sisters in Christ, “Let’s not meet together this week and pretend we did.”  It doesn’t work that way.

Hey – we’re ALL busy.  For most of us, that means if we’re going to spend TIME together…we’re going to have to SCHEDULE it – just like you do each week for your small group.

So, what happens to you when you DON’T deliberately make time to spend with other Christians?  Never forget:  It’s the banana that gets separated from the bunch…that gets peeled!  If you’re spending too much of your life getting peeled…that must MIGHT mean you need to spend a little MORE of it with other believers!

#2 – BE ACCOUNTABLE TO ONE ANOTHER
Now, don’t let this word, “accountable” scare you!  It DOES mean that we need to be honest with one another.  But “accountability” is NOT a code word for being “rude.”

Ephesians 4:16 reminds us that when we speak the truth to one another, we ought to be, “…speaking the truth in love….”

#3 – WORSHIP TOGETHER REGULARLY AND OFTEN.

In Hebrews 10:25, God tells us, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
There’s something about gathering together to worship God that is fundamentally irreplaceable.  Yes, you can worship God alone, in the woods.  Yes, you can worship God while driving on the freeway in your car.

But when a large number of God’s people gather together in one place for the express purpose of lifting their praise to God…there’s nothing else like it on planet earth.

I’ve sat in the RCA Dome in Indianapolis and cheered my Colts on to victory.  I’m a died-in-the-wool football fan and I THOROUGHLY enjoyed it.  But I’ve gone back to that SAME stadium for a packed-out Promise Keepers event and I have to tell you – the football game couldn’t hold a CANDLE to the awesome experience of worshiping together with 70,000 men!

The numbers in our church auditorium are different on a Sunday morning, but the equation is the same:  God…plus you…plus a bunch of other people who have gathered to worship Him equals a one-of-a-kind experience.

#4 – BE SENSITIVE AND RESPONSIVE TO ONE ANOTHER’S NEEDS.

 In the Book of James, God tells us, “Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to him, ‘Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?”  (James 2:15-16)

By the way, this doesn’t only apply to helping a brother in Christ fix his car or watching a single mom’s children, so she can have a few hours off.  It also includes the way we COMMUNICATE with one another.  

Ephesians 4:29 says, “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.”

One of the most fulfilling and rewarding things you will ever do as a Christian is to put aside your own preferences…and give yourself fully to meeting the needs of another believer.

Finally, #5 – TREAT ONE ANOTHER THE WAY YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE TREATED.

Most of us recognize this as the “Golden Rule.”  In Matthew 7:12, Jesus tells us, “So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.”

But believe it or not, a lot of us MISS the true spirit of this great principle!  Treating somebody else the way YOU want to be treated doesn’t necessarily mean that you are going to do the SAME THING for them that you would want done for YOU.  

For example, I’ve already told you that I enjoy football.  My wife, however, prefers the cooking channel.  If I treat her the way I would like to be treated, it doesn’t mean I’ll expose her to a nonstop diet of FOOTBALL.  What it MEANS is, that I’ll flip the channel over to Bobby Flay, or Alton Brown or Emeril…just as soon as the football game is over!

Just kidding!  As you can see, I have a ways to go.  I’m sure you do, too.

We’ve got some great discussion questions for you to sink your teeth into, in this week’s study guide.  Enjoy!

Lord willing…I’ll see you next week.

Week 5 Small Group Video

Greetings!  We’re all the way to Week FIVE in 40 Days of Promise!  It’s going FAST, isn’t it?  So let’s get straight to it:

MY FOURTH PURPOSE IS TO WHOLEHEARTEDLY SERVE GOD AND OTHERS.

Why?  “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” (Ephesians 2:10)
God hasn’t put you here just to take up space.  Instead, you have been specially equipped by God and given a unique assignment.  One of the most exciting dimensions in this great adventure of following Christ is discovering exactly WHAT that assignment is!

But one thing’s for sure:  When you discover your assignment…it’s going to have SOMETHING to do with serving God…and serving others.  What’s the best way to make sure you don’t MISS God’s plan for you?  Get in the SERVING HABIT.  Develop a SERVANT’S MINDSET.  Ask God to give you a SERVANT’S HEART.  

As long as you wait around for that one great thing God has called you to do…you’ll be wasting your time.  Instead, listen to these powerful words from Jesus:

“…whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave – just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:26-28)  

What’s the best way to serve God and others?  Find a need and fill it.  Doesn’t matter if it’s in your gift-set.  Somehow or other, we’ve got a whole lot of people running around our churches today refusing to get their hands dirty, because, “That’s just not my GIFT!”  

Well, bless your precious little heart.  Do you know anybody who has the “gift” of changing diapers?  The “gift” of cleaning toilets?  The “gift” of sweeping sidewalks?  I don’t.  But all these still need to be done, don’t they?  How much of life is made up of things that don’t require any particular skill – but are just waiting for someone with a servant’s HEART?

My dad taught me this lesson the first day I showed up for work, as a young minister.  He was senior pastor of the church and had asked me to help him out over the summer.  

I was thrilled.  After all those summers working in factories between college semesters, I was FINALLY getting to do what God had called me to do.  I was a freshly licensed minister of the Gospel and I couldn’t WAIT to go do some MINISTERING.  

That first morning, I showed up for work at the church building bright and early.  I was all decked out in a suit, a white shirt and tie.  I mean, I was READY.  My dad looked me up and down, smiled and said, “Great.  Now, go home and change into some work clothes.  I’ve got some digging in one of the church planters I need you to do.”

That’s what you call breaking the boy in fast!  He took the stars out of my eyes the very first day! 

Now, what are we saying – that you don’t EVER get to minister in your gift?  No.  Of course not.  But the day you and I think we’re too important to bend over and pick up a piece of paper in the church parking lot…is the day we can kiss our big chance for a BIG ministry goodbye.  God isn’t looking for hotshots.  God isn’t looking for prima donnas.  God is looking for men, women and children…with a servant’s heart.

Back on Day 3 we listed seven principles that would help you take your assignment from God to a whole new level.  Let’s take a closer look at three of them:

#1 – BE DILIGENT AND FAITHFUL IN EVERYTHING YOU DO FOR GOD.

In 1 Corinthians 4:2, God says, “Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.”
God deserves your BEST.  You’re not doing Him a favor, by helping Him out.  He’s doing you an incalculable honor – by allowing you to serve in the most important cause in the universe.

If you’ve signed up to serve in one of the ministries of the church, show up on time.  If you’re sick and can’t be there, do your best to find an excellent replacement – and then call your supervisor to let them know who will be serving in your place.

This is GOD’S work we’re talking about!  Try to remember the hardest you ever worked for pay – and then work even harder for God.  Get a mental picture of the best work you ever produced for a paycheck – and then offer an even HIGHER standard of excellence to God.  


#2 – MAKE IT YOUR AIM TO PLEASE GOD, NOT TO RECEIVE PRAISE FROM OTHERS.


Jesus said,  "Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 6:1)


I don’t know about you, but that gets MY attention!  Can you imagine going ten, twenty, thirty or more years – all the time thinking you were laying up heavenly treasure through countless hours of service – only to have NONE of it make it outside the box of this earth?  It gives me the willies, just thinking about it!


Next time you sing in the choir…next time you teach a Sunday School class…next time you usher…next time you put your tithe in the offering…next time you hand out a church bulletin…next time you lead a small group…next time I preach a sermon…we had BETTER be sure we’re doing it for JESUS…and not for a pat on the back…not to impress others…not to receive praise from men.


By the way, that verse in Matthew does NOT say that if someone notices what you do or thanks you for what you do, they can steal your heavenly reward!
 Instead, it’s all about our motives for what we do.  


So what if – right in the middle of preparing your Sunday School lesson – you catch yourself thinking, “Boy, are they going to be impressed with THIS illustration! I wonder if they’ll think MORE of me, as a result?”


What should you do?  Call up your department head and resign?  No.  If every teacher who ever had a thought like that resigned, there would never be another Sunday School lesson taught between now and eternity.  God doesn’t want you to 
QUIT.  He simply wants to help you purify your MOTIVES.  

This is a matter between you and God.  Be honest with Him.  You might say something like this:


“LORD, I can’t believe the self-centered thought I just had.  Here I am, trying to serve You and others…and somehow, I’ve managed to turn it into something that is all about me.  I am so sorry.  Will you forgive me?  Please purify my motives!  Please enable me to teach this lesson for You – and for You alone!”


You know what?  God will ANSWER a sincere prayer like that.  Come Sunday morning, your Sunday School class will still have a teacher…and everyone in that room will be able to tell the difference.


#3 – NEVER LET YOUR LIMITATIONS BLIND YOU TO WHAT GOD CAN DO THROUGH YOU.

We all have limitations…don’t we?  No matter how hard you try, you can only run so fast, leap so high…convince the bank to let you borrow so much money.  Ah, but that’s where our partnership with GOD comes in!  He HAS no limitations!  He made the mountains!  He made the oceans!  He made the whole earth!  He created the entire, expanding universe!  

Listen to Him:  "I am the LORD, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for me? (Jeremiah 32:27)  

By the way – if you want to stay on His good side – the answer to that question is, “No!  No, SIR!  NOTHING is too hard for You!”


Let me share with you something exciting.  God uses the word, “helper” 11 times in the Bible.  FOUR of those times He refers to PEOPLE who are helpers.  But listen to this:  the remaining SEVEN of those times…that’s what He calls HIMSELF!  Let me give you just one example.  Psalm 118:7:  “The LORD is with me; he is my helper. I will look in triumph on my enemies.”

Not only is He Your LORD, Master, High Potentate and Savior – God sees Himself as your Helper.  Your HELPER!  You know what THAT means?  God and You are a majority.  God and You are world record setters.  There is no goal in heaven or on earth that God and you cannot achieve.  As one of God’s kids, you have the privilege of saying right along with the Apostle Paul, “I can do everything through him who gives me strength.” (Philippians 4:13)

SURE, you have personal limitations.  But God never INTENDED for you to do this thing alone!  God doesn’t WANT you to attempt to serve Him in your own strength.  He wants you to learn how to do every ounce of your ministry in HIS!


So why do you sometimes fall flat on your face?  Let me give you four quick reasons.  #1 – I FALL ON MY FACE WHEN I ATTEMPT TO SERVE IN MY OWN STRENGTH.
That’s why Paul said, “I can do everything through HIM who give me strength!”  Hear me:  Every assignment God gives you is bigger than you are!  If you try to do it alone – you are going to fall short every time.  Don’t do that!  Plug in to His strength.  HOW do you plug into His strength?  Simple.  Tell Him, “LORD, I can’t DO this alone.  If I don’t have Your help, I’ll fail.  Please be my Strength.”  If you pray that and mean it – you and God will accomplish unbelievable things together.

#2 – I FALL ON MY FACE WHEN I ATTEMPT TO SERVE WITH SIN IN MY LIFE. 

Isaiah says, “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.  (Isaiah 59:2)

Have you ever started to make a PB&J sandwich and picked up and knife that has PEANUT BUTTER all over the handle?  Yuck!  The sandwich-making operation comes to an immediate halt until you do what?  Until you get a clean knife!  God wants to use you to – “spread” – His Word…but He prefers a CLEAN knife.  If you’ve got sin in your life, confess it.  Forsake it.  THEN watch what God does through your ministry!

#3 – I FALL ON MY FACE WHEN I ATTEMPT A MINISTRY THAT IS NOT YET GOD’S TIME. 

If you want to hit the ball out of the park, timing is everything.  Swing too early and you miss the ball.  Swing too late…and you miss again.  Again and again throughout my life I have launched ministries that I KNEW God wanted me to do…and failed.  Why?  Because I made the mistake of thinking I was supposed to LAUNCH them the moment He GAVE them to me!  SOMETIMES He does…but many times He doesn’t!  I wanted to launch the Signature Bible shortly after I first began writing out the Word.  I tried repeatedly to get some publisher to take it on.  But God said, “Not yet.”  How long did I have to wait?  TWENTY years!  Did it just about KILL me to wait that long?  Yes.  Am I sorry NOW?  Absolutely not.  What He is doing now is STUNNING.  For 20 years, I pounded and pounded and pounded on that door, and it wouldn’t open.  But once God had everything in place, He didn’t just open it a crack.  He threw it open WIDE.  Now, things are happening so fast that I can’t even BEGIN to keep up. 

David told God, “My times are in your hands…” (Psalms 31:15)  

You need to tell God the same thing:  “LORD, show me not only WHAT You want me to do…but show me WHEN You want me to do it!”

#4 – I FALL ON MY FACE WHEN I TRY SOMETHING GOD DOESN’T WANT ME TO DO.

God helps those…you thought I was going to say, “…who help THEMSELVES,” didn’t you?  But that’s not what I was going to say.  Write this down:


GOD HELPS THOSE WHO ARE IN ENGAGED IN HIS PURPOSES!

If the thing you are trying to do doesn’t advance one of God’s 5 purposes – if it doesn’t PRAISE…GROW…LOVE…SERVE…or TELL – you can forget it.  God will back you to the HILT when you’re on mission.  But the moment you head off on your own agenda…you really ARE…on your OWN.

In 1 Corinthians Chapter One, the Apostle Paul writes:  “Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things – and the things that are not – to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him.” (1 Corinthians 1:26-29)


Sure, you’re weak.  Sure, you’re lowly.  Sometimes you’re despised!  But never forget:  That’s EXACTLY the kind of person God helps – the one who KNOWS he needs a Supernatural Helper.  


That’s a lot to THINK about, isn’t it?  It’s a lot to DISCUSS, as well…so why don’t you get started?  See you next week for the GRAND FINALE.   Whatever you do…don’t miss it!

Week 6 Small Group Video


Congratulations!  You did it!  If you haven’t finished your 40-day run in the Signature Bible, you’re ABOUT to.  You have every reason to feel good about what you’ve accomplished.  You’ve spent one entire week on each of your 5 purposes – IMMERSED in God’s Word.  You’ve become a Writer of the Light!  It’s been quite an experience, hasn’t it?  


In fact, we’re hoping it’s been such a good experience – that you don’t want to stop!  From the very beginning, Judy and I wanted to give you more than just 40 days in God’s Word.  We ADDED another 259 pages to our book, just so you could enjoy another 140 priceless days of writing out Scripture.


Think of it – just 140 days from now, you will have written out the entire books of Romans, Colossians and James.  If writing out the Word for a month has made an impact on your life, think what SIX months of writing the Light will do! 

Of course, 40 days plus 140 days equals 180 days.  And that’s where things begin to get REALLY exciting.  It is our prayer that you will accept our challenge to Do a 180!  

We’re talking about life-change.  Here’s how it works:

Step 1:  Identify one area in your life you believe god wants to change.

The Bible says we all stumble in many ways, right?  Pick one area of your life in which you keep stumbling.  Is it your temper?  Some addiction?  Fear when it comes to sharing your faith?  It could be any number of things.  If nothing comes to your mind, ask God to show you what He’d like to change about you – so that you can become everything Jesus created you to be.  And He will.


STEP 2:  ASK GOD TO USE THE BIBLE VERSES YOU ARE WRITING TO GIVE YOU A TOTAL TURNAROUND IN THAT AREA.


Remember that verse on the back of your Signature Bible?  It’s time to claim it.  Isaiah 55:11 says:


“…so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”


God’s Word is that powerful.  If you ask Him to, He will use His Word to change your life.



STEP 3:  KEEP WRITING EACH DAY ALL THE WAY TO THE END OF YOUR SIGNATURE BIBLE™.

And as you do, ask Him each day to give you a 180-degree turnaround in that area of your life God most wants to change.

That’s the challenge.  I’M going to do it.  So is Judy.  So are many of our church leaders.  Will you join us?  

What if we ALL accepted the challenge to do a 180? What kind of church would we be, 140 days from now?  What would our relationships be like?  What would we have accomplished?  How much FREEDOM would there be, when we gathered together to worship on Sundays…and during the week in our small groups?

Would some of us actually LOOK different?  Would the expressions on our faces change?  Would we smile more often?  Would we be happier?  Would more of our unchurched friends be inspired to make Jesus Lord of THEIR lives?

Which brings up the subject we’ve been writing about all week:

MY FIFTH PURPOSE ON THIS EARTH IS TO TELL OTHER PEOPLE ABOUT JESUS.
Let’s say our memory verse for this week together.  Jesus told us to:  

“Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.” (Mark 16:15)
Question:  What’s the #1 barrier a lost person experiences when he thinks about becoming a Christian?  The problem isn’t with JESUS, is it?  Most of them don’t have any quarrel with HIM.  So who keeps them from taking the plunge?

We do.

Ghandi was a Hindu.  He may have been India’s greatest leader.  But what many people don’t know is that during one searching period of his life he read the Bible and considered the claims of Christ.  But then he backed away.  Why?

“But for Christians,” said Ghandi, “I would become a Christian.”

What was he referring to?  He was talking about the glaring INCONSISTENCIES he saw in the lives of the Christians around him.  That very thing in your life that God most wants to change.

You and I are the only Bible our unchurched friends are likely to read.  The most compelling case for Jesus you can make before them is the EXAMPLE of your changed life.

Part 2 of your Signature Bible isn’t window dressing.  There’s a lot at STAKE, isn’t there?  

ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY DAYS.  Take the challenge!

With God’s help…you can DO it.

As we draw to a close, I have a very special favor to ask you.  As you know, Rick Warren is taking a close look at The Signature Bible as a pilot program.  Thanks to your pioneering spirit, we are the first church in the nation to use it.  

But by God’s grace, we won’t be the last.  Already, Crossroads and CFC have agreed to join us in our pilot, in the Spring.  It is our prayer that other churches in states outside of Indiana may also choose to give it a try and expand our pilot.


But YOU…are the first.  Just before you begin your discussion today, would you mind filling out the Pilot Quick Response Form?  I can’t tell you how important it is that we receive your honest, sincere evaluation of The Signature Bible and 40 Days of Promise.


When you’ve completed your form, simply tear it out of your study guide and hand it in to your group leader.  Group leaders, please be sure to turn in all of your group’s responses to the church this week.


If God has done something special for you during 40 Days of Promise, we’d love to hear about it.  Simply write it out and give it to us at church…or send an E-mail to:  stories@betheltemple.org.  

If you’re continuing in your Signature Bible and plan to do a 180 – and I hope you are! – please drop us a note when you’re finished and let us know how THAT went, too!

Who knows?  It may be YOUR response that helps us know just how far God wants to go with 40 Days of Promise and The Signature Bible.


So.  This is it.  I’ve loved doing this with you.  Thank you for letting me fulfill my 20-year dream to turn our entire congregation into Writers of the Light.  Thank you for trusting God enough to try something so simple…just because it was His idea.  


From the bottom of our hearts, Judy and I thank you for the privilege of serving you.  It is truly an honor to be your pastor.
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