Becoming Everything Jesus Created You to Be

40 Days of promise™
btcc • September 7, 2003

SONG:  “The Love of Christ”

Combined choir/groups song immediately before message
Ushers passing out:

· Your Teaching notes

· Your 40 Days of Promise™ Book mark (memory verses)

· 40 Days of Promise™ Commitment Card

IMAG 01 – Green Light

Tell story…

· A woman pulls up to a red light behind one other car. She notices the driver of the car in front of her is talking on his cell phone and appears to be shuffling through some papers on the seat beside him. The light turns green, but the man doesn't notice. The woman waits, but the man doesn't notice the light change. The woman begins pounding on her steering wheel and yelling at the man to move. The man doesn't move. The woman is going ballistic inside her car, ranting and raving at the man, pounding on her steering wheel and dash.  The light turns yellow. The woman begins to blow the car horn and screams and curses at the man. The man hearing the commotion, looks up, sees the yellow light and accelerates through the intersection just as the light turns red.  The woman is beside herself, screaming in frustration as she misses her chance to get through the intersection. As she is still in mid-rant she hears a tap on her window and looks up into the barrel of a gun held by a very serious looking policeman. 


IMAG 02 – Handcuffed

· The policeman tells her to shut off her engine while keeping both hands in sight. She complies, speechless at what is happening. After she shuts off the engine the policeman orders her to exit her car with her hands up. She gets out of the car and he cuffs her, then hustles her away into the waiting patrol car. She is too bewildered by the chain of events to ask any questions and she is driven to the police station where she is fingerprinted, photographed, searched, booked and placed in a cell. 


END IMAG

· After a couple of hours a policeman approaches the cell and opens the door for her. She is escorted back to the booking desk where the original officer is waiting with her personal effects. He hands her the bag containing her things, and says, “I'm really sorry for this mistake.  But you see, I pulled up behind your car while you were blowing your horn and cussing a blue streak at the person in the car in front of you. And then I noticed the ‘Choose Life’ license plate holder and the ‘Follow Me to Sunday School’ bumper sticker and the chrome plated Christian fish emblem on the trunk…so naturally I assumed you had stolen the car.”

Can you identify?

· Want to be everything Jesus created you to be…but keep coming up short?

What if there was a way to take a giant step forward in your walk with Christ?

· Not talking about more Bible knowledge – though will be side benefit
· But what if there was something you could do that would actually help you become a BETTER PERSON?
· What if there was something you could do that would help you –
· be NICER…
· be more GODLY…
· be EASIER TO LIVE WITH…
· act MORE LIKE JESUS?
Notes:

#1 – Jesus longs for me to live a life that draws others to Him

Matthew 5:16

“In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

imag 03 - Praise

isn’t that the longing of YOUR soul, as well?

· For your life to be so beautiful that people will be drawn to Jesus because of you?
notes:

#2 – God’s Word has the power to transform my life

Isaiah 55:10-11

“As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”


IMAG 04 – Transformed Life

God’s Word will transform your life!

· It won’t PROBABLY transform your life

· It WILL!

So what’s the #1 question every wise Christian asks?

· “How can I MAXIMIZE the impact of God’s Word on my life?”

Let me ask you a question:

· If you were God…and if you wanted to impact Your ENTIRE NATION

· Who would be the MOST IMPORTANT PERSON you would need to transform?

· The KING!

· So if you want to find out God’s most powerful, most effective method for transforming someone’s life through His Word

· What you want to do is discover the method of LIFE TRANSFORMATION God created for every single King of Israel!


Notes:

#3 – 3,400 years ago, God made 5 stunning promises to the Commander-in-Chief of His people

Deuteronomy 17:18-20

“When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write for himself on a scroll a copy of this law, taken from that of the priests, who are Levites. It is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days of his life so that he may learn to revere the LORD his God and follow carefully all the words of this law and these decrees and not consider himself better than his brothers and turn from the law to the right or to the left. Then he and his descendants will reign a long time over his kingdom in Israel.”

IMAG 05 - Torah

Here’s a picture of an actual section of the Torah – the 1st 5 books of the Bible

· You can sum up each of God’s 5 promises in a single word:

1. Reverence

2. Obedience

3. Humility

4. Consistency

5. Success

Wow!  Get THOSE 5 qualities working in your life…

· …and you’re going to come a lot closer to becoming the person Jesus created you to be!


END IMAG

This is the passage of Scripture on which “40 Days of Promise” is built

· Judy and I have designed The Signature Bible™ to enable you to begin to begin to experience the reality of these 5 promises in your life!

How many of you already have your own Signature Bible™?
· Beginning today…you will need your OWN copy…because you will be writing in it –

· When you’re through, you will own a portion of Scripture that is absolutely one-of-a-kind –

· —as individualized as your signature…as personal as your fingerprint

I discovered this passage of Scripture 20 years ago…

· Tell the story…

IMAG 06 – Writer of the Light™
Why does it work?

· Judy and I have had a lot of time to try to figure out what’s going on with this incredible method of IMMERSING yourself in God’s Word

· Let me briefly share with you just SOME of the principles we’ve discovered

#1 – Writing out the Word each day helps you stay focused…

· Keeps your mind from wandering

#2 – Enables you to keep more of God’s Word INSIDE you than ever before

· Research tells us you are 7 times more likely to remember something if you write it down

#3 – Slows you down to a richly absorptive pace.  As a result – 

· You start seeing things that up to now, you’ve totally missed

· Your understanding of Scripture goes through the roof

END IMAG

#4 – You say the Scripture out loud as you write, which means that it builds your faith –

· Because Romans 10:17 says, “Faith comes by HEARING the message”

#5 – Somehow, writing out the Word establishes a DEEPER CONNECTION with God than merely reading the Bible

· The closest any of us will ever come to what the apostles and prophets experienced

#6 – Reading the Bible in your own handwriting gets you past the defenses of your self-centered nature

· The same way your body may reject an organ from someone else’s body, but accept your own

#7 – When I’m writing out the Word each day…

· I find myself looking FORWARD to my daily devotions more than I have with any other method I have ever tried

· It’s almost as though God is uniquely REWARDING me for doing daily devotions the way He designed them for His kings

#8 – Instead of something I have to MAKE myself do…

· I do it because it has become PURE JOY

#9 – The 5 promises God makes to me for writing out His Word each day…

· Enable you to fulfill your 5 purpose on this earth –

· To PRAISE…GROW…LOVE…SERVE…TELL

Notes:

#4 – When God makes a promise, you can bank on it

Joshua 23:14

“You know with all your heart and soul that not one of all the good promises the LORD your God gave you has failed. Every promise has been fulfilled…”

This is our memory verse for this week!

· Let’s say it together…

IMAG 07 – Peter Stoner’s book

In Peter Stoner’s book, Scientific Proof of the Accuracy of Prophecy and the Bible…

· He lists 8 ancient Bible prophecies concerning the coming of the Jews’ promised Messiah

· He asks, “What is the mathematical probability that any one man who lived in history could have fulfilled ALL EIGHT of them?

· Answer:  The chance that any man down to the present time might have fulfilled all eight of these prophecies is 1 in 1017
IMAG 08 - Silver Dollars Over Texas

To visualize how big a number that is…

· He says:  “Take 1017 silver dollars and lay them on the face of Texas. They will cover all of the state two feet deep. 

· Now mark one of these silver dollars and stir the whole mass thoroughly, all over the state. 

· Blindfold a man and tell him that he can travel as far as he wishes for as long as he wishes, but he must pick up just one silver dollar

· What chance would he have of getting the right one? 

· Just the same chance that the prophets would have had of writing these eight prophecies and having them all come true in any one man

· Which is exactly what happened in the life of Jesus!

END IMAG

But Jesus didn’t just fulfill 8 Bible prophecies…

· He fulfilled 300!
THAT’S God’s record when it comes to keeping His promises!

· And THAT’S why you and I can BANK on God fulfilling His 5 promises to us, for writing out His Word!

· REVERENCE

· OBEDIENCE

· HUMILITY

· CONSISTENCY

· SUCCESS

BTW…if you haven’t yet given your life to Jesus Christ, that’s all the reason you need to do so, right now:

· Open-eyed Salvation invitation…


IMAG 09 – The Signature Bible

Last week one of our members came up 

· He had just purchased a Signature Bible 

· “I bought this because I trust you…why should I do this?”

· I told him, “Because it’s God’s idea”

· And that’s the bottom line

IMAG 10 – Rick Warren

The Rick Warren/Saddleback pilot story…

IMAG 11 – 40 Days Small Group

Today, immediately following this service, you will have the opportunity to choose a 40 Days Small Group…

· This is a HUGE part of 40 Days of Promise – don’t miss it!

You will not get the full benefit of 40 Days of Promise if you try to do it alone

· God designed us to get PART of what we need directly from Him…

· But He deliberately designed life so that we would have to get the rest of what we need in community with other people!

Please don’t cheat yourself out of God’s best during these 40 days

· You don’t have to be a member of Bethel Temple to be part of a small group

· Try it for 6 weeks

· You’ll never again be the same

· God designed us to do life together!


END IMAG

Let me conclude with a word to the loner..to the non-joiner…

· …to the guy who marches to the beat of a different drummer…

· to the person who typically watches everybody else getting all hyped up over something and just shakes his head:  

· I understand you.  I am you.  

That attitude has kept you from being carried away by the insanity of fads.  

· But it has also robbed you of some of God’s most precious treasures.  

· As a result, you are impoverished.  

· You have avoided some messes, but you have also robbed yourself.  

Will you accept the challenge to make a clear-eyed decision of your will?

· Will you calmly decided to step out of the shadows and fully commit yourself to something that is not about you?

· To something that is for God…and for Him alone?

· Will you dare to let God change you for His purposes…in order to achieve the assignment He has given you for your life? 

Please take out your Commitment Card…

· We’re going to quickly walk through it…then pray…then fill it out as you sense you are being directed by God

Prayer

SONG:  “Word of God Speak”

Jeff Seymore and Tim Judd sing during time of filling out commitment cards
Bret transitions out of song

SONG:  “Only a God Like You”

Barry leads

Brian closes
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