CELEBRATION JESUS STYLE

40 Days of promise™
btcc • October 19, 2003
Yellow Card Sunday!
· Ushers passing out BIG and little yellow cards along with message notes – 

· we’ll fill out both together, at close

We try to do a survey question each month with our yellow cards…

· Last month I asked how old you were when you trusted Christ – 

· But I failed to give you a standardized way to respond!

· Some of you said, “When I was 25.”

· Others of you gave a date – like, “November, 2002” – but didn’t mention your age!

· So – my fault!  

· At the close today, we’ll try to ask the question again, but this time, with more clarity


IMAG 01 – Cubs Fan

Well, hey – the picture of the week is obviously this one –  

· Taken Tuesday night at Wrigley Field, during Game 6 of the National League Championship Series between the Chicago Cubs and the Florida Marlins

· The Cubs were leading 3-0 in the eighth inning – just 5 outs away from their first World Series since 1945

· Steve Bartman, 26 years old – a diehard Cubs fan – made the blunder of his life when he instinctively reached out and may have kept the Cubs’ left fielder from catching a foul ball for the out

· Most of the city of Chicago blames Steve Bartman for the loss

· In a chant that could be heard on the national telecast of the game, fans all over Wrigley Field joined in cursing this poor guy

· They pelted him with food and drinks

· He had to be escorted out of the park by security guards –

· They had to sneak him out long after the game was over – in disguise, wearing different clothes

· The Florida Marlins ended up scoring eight runs and beating the Cubs, sending the series to a final game 7 – which the Cubs lost Wednesday night

Speaking of CELEBRATION!

· Can you imagine how grateful the Florida Marlins are to Steve Bartman?

· Everybody from Marlin’s fans to Florida Governor Jeb Bush has been offering him gifts, asylum and even vacation packages!


IMAG 02 - Celebration

Last Wednesday night, it was CELEBRATION FLORIDA MARLINS STYLE

· today:  It’s CELEBRATION JESUS STYLE!

· Why are WE celebrating?

· Because all of heaven loves a party!
Some people think Christians don’t like to party

· But nothing could be further from the truth!

· In fact, nobody has a bigger reason to party than Christians!

The whole concept of celebration is HUGE in the Bible – 

· Throughout the Bible, God mentions celebrations SCORES of times!

· Today we’re going to look at just FIVE of the reasons Christians have to throw a party and celebrate:

Notes:

#1 – CELEBRATE THE NEW BELIEVERS WHO BRING GOD PRAISE!

Luke 15:24

“ ‘For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.”
IMAG 03 - Seeker

Remember couple weeks ago, when I shared with you the E-mails from one of our new Zgroup members?  

· Not yet a Christian, but seeking…

· Two weeks ago, she came to The Edge

· The next day, she sent me this E-mail:

Dear Bonny, Steve and group,

I went to Bethel Temple yesterday and felt right at home.  Everyone seemed so down-to-earth.  I thoroughly enjoyed the service.  

Something critical that I learned from yesterday's service is that I need to be living for "Him" and not myself. 

I would like to add also that I feel like Bethel Temple is a very non-intimidating atmosphere unlike some other churches I have attended.  For example, in some other Christian churches I have been to, the pastor will say "Turn to Psalm 103 and neglect to give a page number" (Thank you Steve for doing that).  This is very challenging for new Christians and seekers who are not very familiar with the Bible.  I have been in churches before where I am fumbling my way through the Bible trying to figure out where the verse is that they are referring to!

I plan on attending Bethel Temple a few more times before a make a definite decision, but it looks like there is a very good possibility that I am going to make Bethel Temple my home church.  :)  I even saw someone there that I knew which is always exciting.

This Zgroup has been my lifeblood.

I decided to accept Jesus as my Personal Savior yesterday!  I am leaving things up to Him and trust in Him.  It feels right. I also printed out a 1-year Bible study plan from purposedrivenlife.com and plan to start that soon...probably after I finish the other two books [The Signature Bible and The Purpose Driven Life].

 

With love and gratitude,
Signs Name
No greater reason in heaven or earth to celebrate!

· We’re talking about someone whose eternal destiny has changed from hell…to heaven!

· In the past year nearly 300 people have prayed to receive Christ the way she did, in this very room!

· What do you say we give God a hand and CELEBRATE what He’s been doing to change lives!

· BTW…we’re going to give MANY of you the opportunity to make that very same decision, at the close of the service, today…

Notes:
#2 – CELEBRATE THOSE WHO ARE DETERMINED TO GROW IN CHRIST!

Nehemiah 8:12

“Then all the people went …to celebrate with great joy, because they now understood the words that had been made known to them.”
What a ride we’ve been on during these past 40 Days of Promise™!

· It was our prayer to do some serious GROWING in Christ – in:

· REVERENCE

· OBEDIENCE

· HUMILITY

· CONSISTENCY

· GOD’S SUCCESS

· The Signature Bible™…

If during these 40 days you’ve written out at least SOME of the Word and become a Writer of the Light™ -

· Would you please stand?

· Let’s give each other a hand and CELEBRATE these Writers of the Light™all around us!

IMAG 04 – DO A 180!

40 Days of Promise is now officially over

· If you choose to stop writing out the word in your Signature Bible™, you can…

· But I hope you won’t!

Let me give you 3 reasons to keep right on going

· #1 – LIFE CHANGE!

What one area of your life would you love to change?

· Impatience…fear…anger…selfishness…overweight…drug addiction?

· Do you long to become more loving, more tender, more thoughtful, more considerate?

· Do you want to become a better witness for Jesus?

Nothing on this earth can hold a CANDLE to the life-changing power of God’s Word!

Isaiah 55:11

“…so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”

As a Writer of the Light™ that is exactly what you are immersing yourself in each day – 

· Your Signature Bible™ is pure WORD!

#2 – Doing a 180 introduces you to a whole new experience in your Signature Bible™
· Up to now, you’ve been writing out key passages of Scripture –

· But you’ve not yet experienced the thrill of writing out a WHOLE BOOK OF THE BIBLE

· And what a book you’ll be starting out with – the incomparable Book of Romans!

· Listen to what Martin Luther writes about the Book of Romans – p. 132 in your Signature Bible™:

· Read p. 132

And finally – there are lots of daily devotional plans out there

· Most of them are good…some of them are absolutely great

· If one of them works BETTER for you – DO it!

· But if you haven’t FOUND a more effective plan, you’re wise to stick with this one -

· Your Signature Bible™ contains the only devotional system personally designed by God

With all my heart, I encourage you to take the challenge:

Do a 180!

Notes:
#3 – CELEBRATE THE LOVE WE SHARE IN CHRIST’S CHURCH!

Matthew 26:18

“Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’”

IMAG 05 – Small Group

On a consistent basis – where in the church are you most likely to experience the love of Jesus Christ?

· In a small group!
EVERY area of service in Christ’s church is worth celebrating

· But the people who LEAD our small groups are the ones who make the small group experience possible

· They serve ALL of us!

· They keep us ALL going

· They shepherd us and watch over us and pray for us and encourage us and serve us

· They give us a place to tell our story…and to hear the stories of others…and to share all of this in the context of the story of Jesus

If you’re a small group leader, would you please stand?

· We want to CELEBRATE you!

If you’re not in a small group, we’ve got room for you

· You don’t have to be left out in the cold

· You can experience the warmth of Christian love in a small group – for YOURSELF!

· You can sign up at the Connections booth out in the lobby and we’ll help you get in a small group

· Or…you can do it online:  


IMAG:  Show online small group signup

Notes:
#4 – CELEBRATE THOSE WHO SERVE GOD WHOLEHEARTEDLY!

Esther 8:16-17

“…it was a time of happiness and joy, gladness and honor. In every province and in every city…there was joy and gladness…with feasting and celebrating.”

Queen Esther left her position of royalty and SERVED GOD’S PEOPLE – at the risk of her own life!

· Tell story of Esther 
When some people hear the word, “Serve,” THIS is what they think of:


IMAG 06 – Volleyball
Or when they hear the word, “SERVE” they might think of THIS:

IMAG 07 – Tennis

Or THIS:


imag 08 – chef

But when CHRISTIANS hear the word, “SERVE” we might think of THIS:


imag 09 – JEFF GREEN – fall Festival

This is a picture of one of our members – Jeff Green –

· Making cotton candy as a volunteer in our Fall Festival booth that raises thousands of dollars for WORLD MISSIONS
Or, when Christians hear the word, “SERVE” we might think of THIS:


imag 10 – Kelly AND JEFF – trunk or Treat

Here are Kelly Reynolds and Jeff Tolliver – two more volunteers –

· Putting up lights high in the sky above our parking lot to get ready for TRUNK OR TREAT –

· Our Halloween outreach to the kids and families of our community
· And when we say, “High in the sky”…we mean HIGH in the sky!

imag 11 – High in Sky

By the way…

· Jeff Tolliver slept all night in his truck on our parking lot the night before Trunk or Treat, guarding the equipment we had set up for Halloween
Or, when Christians hear the word, “SERVE” we might think of THIS:


IMAG 12 – Student Sweeping

Here’s one of the guys in our student ministry…

· Doing something for God that his parents would probably be STUNNED to learn that he has the ability to do!

You know what?

· When God’s people begin to develop TRUE SERVANTS’ HEARTS…

· There’s NO LIMIT to what God can do through us!

Two weeks ago we had a big Ministry Fair in the lobby

· SCORES of you signed up to serve in a ministry of the church for the very first time

If you are currently serving God in a ministry of the church –

· Would you please stand?
· Awesome!  
· Let’s all CELEBRATE these wonderful servants!
Notes:
#5 – CELEBRATE THOSE WHO TELL OTHERS THE GOOD NEWS!

Nahum 1:15

“Look, there on the mountains, the feet of one who brings good news, who proclaims peace! Celebrate your festivals, O Judah…”
Whom would you guess are most effective at bringing unchurched people to church…and to Jesus?  

· Typically…brand new Christians!

· Explain

So don’t think you have to be a Bible EXPERT to invite somebody to church…and to bring them to Jesus!

· “I’ve found something I love – and I think YOU will, too!”


IMAG 13: What about those of us who’ve already WON all our friends to Jesus?
What about those of us who’ve already WON all our friends to Jesus?

1. Join an exercise club.

2. Get involved in a volunteer community project.

3. Join a service club.

4. Frequent the same restaurant at the same times and days and get to know the people who work there.

5. Choose unchurched professionals (doctors, dentists, mechanics, beauticians, lawn care, pest control, consultants, painters, etc.)

6. Look for the same checker/sacker at the grocery.

7. Invite your neighbors over.

8. Offer to help someone (rake leaves, fix a flat, work on car, etc.)

9. Take a welcome gift to new neighbors.

10. Connect with unchurched people through your hobbies.

11.  Baby sit for a single mom, giving her a day out.

12.  Serve in a cause (Race for the cure, work the polls, etc.)
In the brief period of time since we started…

· We’ve already had 162 people make it all the way around the bases in our Life Development Process – 101, 201, 301, 401

· If you are one of our 401 graduates, will you please stand, so we can CELEBRATE you?

Look once more at your notes and let’s say aloud the five words you’ve written to fill in the blanks:  

· PRAISE!

· GROW

· LOVE!

· SERVE!

· TELL!

Those are your 5 purposes on this earth!

· And every one of us here can safely build our lives around them!

Bow heads

· Salvation

· For those already believers…What’s my next step?

· Sign up to be baptized?

· Keep going in my Signature Bible and Do a 180?

· Get in a small group?

· Enroll in 101?

· Continue with my NEXT Life Development class – 201, 301, 401? 

· Become a Group Leader?

· Serve in the Sunday School?

· Go on a missions trip?

· Be more sensitive to the opportunities God gives me to share my faith?

TAKE OUT YOUR LITTLE YELLOW CARD! 

· Wave it at me!  

· Walk through

· Survey question:


imag 14 – at What Age Did I Become a Christian?

AT WHAT AGE did I become a Christian?

 

A – I’m still on my journey – I have not yet become a Christian
B – 12 and under
   C – teens

D – 20s
E – 30s
F – 40s
G – 50s
H – 60s
I – 70s
J – 80s
K – 90s
Wave BIG yellow card!
· For those who did NOT already fill out and turn in, in small group

· If you already took this survey in small group, use back of SMALL yellow card to tell me anything you want to say about The Signature Bible

· Walk through the card for those who did NOT fill out the tear sheet in small group

Ushers – please come forward and collect our cards!

· [Musical intro begins underneath…]

· We’ve just reported what God has done in our lives during these 40 Days!  Let’s celebrate!

·  [Worship Leader and Team lead us]
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