GROWING STRONG IN YOUR FAITH

40 Days of promise™
btcc • September 21, 2003
Ask for volunteers to help bring up weight bench and weights…

Hey – have you ever wondered why there are TV cameras all over the place during our Sunday Celebrations?

#1 – This is a big room – the IMAG helps bring us closer together

#2 – Zchurch.com

Got an E-mail this week I thought I’d share with you…

From: Name went here [E-mail address went here]
Sent: Saturday, September 20, 2003 6:15 AM
To: mail@betheltemple.org
Subject: Internet Worship Services
As I am not in a position to attend regular Sunday Worship services, I look forward to watching the Sunday service via the Internet after the services have been archived. The Summit live would be midnight here and the Edge in the early hours of the morning so I cannot watch them live. I watch the Summit one night and even though I am not a teenager, I like the music from the Edge and watch that part another night. I listen to the archive of Wednesday nights when I have the opportunity.
 
Apart from yourselves and Harvest in CA, I am not aware of any other worship services on the Internet preaching the true Word of God, vital for those that cannot attend a live service.  I praise God for your ministry. We need fellowship one with the other and for some of us, the internet services are that in addition to the opportunity to worship and praise God and learn more about his Word.
 
I like the new format as I find it easier to watch the larger window and also the ability to blow it up to full screen without too much distortion.
 
May God bless you as you continue for Him
 
GIVES NAME

 
Sydney, Australia
________

Cool, huh?

· But you know what?  It’s not just happening in AUSTRALIA!
· Got ANOTHER E-mail from someone who will be in this very ROOM today:

This past Monday I got an E-mail from one of you that I just had to share:  

 To:  [The pastors] and entire Bethel family,
 

My three children and I began attending Bethel in January, although we had attended the Living Christmas Tree for many years. 
 

The reason we began attending was my oldest son, now fifteen years old. In the two or three years prior to this past January, he had been really in a downward spiral. His grades were slowly dropping, he was very, very defiant, his choice of friends was not very good…
 

I had gone to church as a child, but as a teen and early adult questioned my beliefs, and decided that I really didn't think God could be real. It just seemed so far fetched. But as I watched my son struggle, and our family in so much need of help (that I really felt ashamed I couldn't provide myself) I started praying, and felt compelled to take the kids and give church another try. Which brings us to where we are today.
 

Since January all three kids have asked God to become their personal savior, and I have re-dedicated my life to Him as well. My daughter and I were baptized, and I have been praying for my sons to be baptized as well. Which is really why I am writing tonight. 
 

Earlier this evening my sons, and I sat down to do day number eight of our Signature Bibles. We took turns reading and then we each wrote out the scripture. As we finished our writing and closed the Bibles, my 15 year-old son announced that he had decided to be baptized on the next baptism Sunday, and is planning to talk to Bryce about it at church. After almost squeezing the life out of him (three times), I thanked God with everything I had for picking our family right out of the problems we were having, and just turning us in a new direction. I am so thankful that my son has changed so much, and is finally ready to be baptized. My mother has taken 101 and is also planning on being baptized the next baptism Sunday too! GOD IS AMAZING! 
 

I just had to sit down and say "THANK YOU" to those of you who allow God to do great works through you!!! The Bethel Temple family has been such a blessing to us. 

 

                 p.s. I guess you were right, writing out the Bible is powerful 
                       stuff!  
Which brings us to what we’re doing around here!

· 40 Days of Promise™
Quick word about The Signature Bible™
· If you’re just joining us…

· Or if you’ve fallen behind

· Don’t worry about catching up!  

· Just start!

· Ran out of BT editions…but have plenty of Ernie Haase

LAST week’s memory verse:  

· Hebrews 13:15, “Through Jesus…let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise…”

We are going straight through our 5 purposes on this earth

· Last week was PRAISE

· Today, it’s GROW!

· Growing STRONG in Your Faith

· That’s why we’ve got the weights up here!

NOBODY wants wimpy faith!

· You want the kind of faith that doesn’t waver

· You want the kind of faith that pleases God

· You want the kind of faith that is based on God’s Word and God’s promises – not on man’s wishes.  

· You don’t want a faith that turns tail and runs, when problems hit

· You want a faith that enables you to STAND LIKE A ROCK

· Well, God says you can have that kind of faith!  

Today, we’re going to look at 3 ways to GROW STRONG in our faith

Notes:

#1 – Keep your hands clean
Job 17:9

“Nevertheless, the righteous will hold to their ways, and those with clean hands will grow stronger.”

IMAG 01 – Clean Hands

To keep your hands clean means to keep doing what’s right!

· Praise…grow…love…serve…tell

James 4:8-10

· “Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.”

· Explain

Of course, sometimes to KEEP your hands clean…you have to get your hands DIRTY!

· Meaning…to work!
IMAG 02 – Dirty Hands

2 Thessalonians 3:10-12

· “For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: "If a man will not work, he shall not eat.”  We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies. Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat.”

Notes:

#2 – Stay connected to Jesus

Colossians 2:18-19

“Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for the prize…He has lost connection with the Head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.”

That’s ONE of the things you’re doing each day with your Signature Bible™
· It’s helping you stay CONNECTED!

· Explain how

Speaking of “GROW”…

On Day 9 of this past week, you wrote this passage from Psalms 28:6-7:

IMAG 03 – Psalms 28:6-7

“Praise be to the LORD, for he has heard my cry for mercy. The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and I am helped. My heart leaps for joy and I will give thanks to him in song.”

(Psalms 28:6-7)
When you were writing this passage, did you notice anything DIFFERENT about the word, “LORD?”

· I got an E-mail from one of our members this week:

· “I was taken aback about WHY the Bible spells LORD and Lord differently. It made a tremendous difference in comprehension for me... and no one had explained it to me until about two months ago. Now that we are “writing” and Lord is spelled both ways, more people…may wonder why they are writing it differently. It might be worth mentioning. Just a note from the heathen perspective for what it is worth!” 

IMAG 04 – YHWH
Every time you see this all-caps spelling of “LORD” in the Bible…

· THIS is the Hebrew word it is translating

· “YHWH” 

· Or, “Yahweh”                              [pronounced “Yahway”]

· Scholars call this, “The Tetragrammaton” – literally, “The 4 Letter Name.”

What’s fascinating – every time you write this – is to know that this is God’s own Name for HIMSELF!

· He revealed His Name to Moses in Exodus 3:13-14 [p. 42…Zchurch virtual Bibles]

“Moses said to God, ‘Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, '”he God of your fathers has sent me to you,” and they ask me, “What is his name?” Then what shall I tell them?’ God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: “I AM has sent me to you.” ’ ”

In fact, this Name of God is considered so holy…

· That to this very day, many Jews are afraid to even pronounce this word in Hebrew

· When they come to it, they either skip it entirely, or use a substitute phrase, such as, “The Name”

So every time you write the Name, “LORD” in all caps, you’ll know that you’re writing the most holy of God’s Names –

· “Yahweh” – because that’s how HE refers to HIMSELF!

· Neat stuff, huh?


Notes:

#3 - Plug in to the very heart of Christ’s Church
Ephesians 4:11-16

“It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”

Our subject is how to GROW STRONGER in our faith… 

· Out of curiosity – 
· If you have ever done ANY kind of exercise to get in better shape…

· Would you please stand?

IMAG 06 – Female Weightlifter
Now…

· REMAIN standing if you have ever lifted WEIGHTS to get in better shape


IMAG 05 – Male Weightlifter
Please REMAIN standing if you are STILL lifting weights – 

· Either regularly, or at LEAST off and on

IMAG 07 – Bicep

GREAT!

· I need one of you to come up here and help me demonstrate a bicep curl...


IMAG 08 – Bicep Curl
Now, let’s say that in the body of Christ, you’re a BICEP!

· And let’s say you want to grow STRONGER!

· How would you go about doing that?

The classic way to get a bicep stronger is the bicep curl!

· Let’s see a demonstration of it…


IMAG:  Go to Camera Close-up of volunteer curling weight each time pastor asks for it

What’s the spiritual equivalent of what we just saw?

· Prayer…Bible study… 

· Writing out the Word in your Signature Bible™
Will doing that make you stronger?

· Absolutely!

Can you ELIMINATE prayer and Bible study and expect to get stronger?

· Not much!

Can you just have a hit-and-miss devotional life and expect to get stronger?

· Not much!

· In fact, that’s what kind of EXERCISE life most of us have, isn’t it?

· How’s that working?

But now let me ask you ANOTHER question:

· Are prayer and Bible study and the things you do ALL BY YOURSELF…

· ENOUGH to reach your full potential?

· Absolutely not!

Let’s say you’re a bicep in the body of Christ and you want to grow.  Can you do that?  Sure!  Start doing bicep curls!  Keep adding more reps, then progressively larger weights.  Can you do that all by yourself?  No!  What else do you need?  A hand, a forearm, a shoulder, a heart, two lungs, a respiratory system…are you starting to get the picture?  Can the body do it FOR you?  No!  You have to do your part – you have to work, to flex, to push it – daily Bible study and prayer, etc.

When it comes to getting strong, we keep forgetting that we’re not the whole body (take them to that passage).  We’re just a PART of the body!  We think, well, I can get strong physically all by myself, so I can get strong spiritually all by myself.  Well, yes you could, if you were the whole body!  But you’re not!  You’re just a PART of the body!  And if you have eyes to see that, your body will teach you this vital lesson!

Ask him, “Could you just have your bicep pick up that weight?  Why not?  How important is the rest of your body to helping each part get strong?  What are some of the other muscles required to strengthen the bicep?
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