HOW TO RELATE TO GOD

40 Days of promise™
btcc • September 14, 2003
Prayer

When I was a teenager, I was channel surfing on the radio one night

· I was in the mood for some rock ‘n roll…

· But all at once I landed on a song that wasn’t done in my style – instead, it was done in the style of my father’s generation – a 40s song

· But frankly, it was one of those songs that HAD to be done in this style – no other style could have BEGUN to do it justice

· It knocked me off my feet and chilled me to the bone

· I took my hand off the radio dial and stood stock-still during the entire song

· All these years later, I’ve never forgotten it

The artist?

· Peggy Lee

The song?

· “Is That All There Is?”

· Let’s give a listen…

IMAG 01 – PowerPoint Visual/Audio Presentation:  

“Is That All There Is?”


Sooner or later every person with at least half-a-brain who doesn’t know Jesus asks Peggy Lee’s question:

· “Is THAT all there is?”

Thank God there’s an ANSWER to that question:

· NO!

· That is NOT all there is!

Notes:

#1 – I PRAISE YOU FOR GIVING ME PURPOSE!

Psalms 57:2

“I cry out to God Most High, to God, who fulfills his purpose for me.”
Here are your 5 Purposes given to you by God Himself:

· PRAISE

· GROW

· LOVE 

· SERVE 

· TELL

IMAG 02 – Artistic Praise Word

Today and all week long we’re going to focus on your #1 purpose in life:  PRAISE!

· If you want to know how to RELATE TO GOD…this is IT!

· PRAISE Him!  WORSHIP Him – with all your heart, soul, mind and strength!

The goal this week is to discover that:

· “Praise” is not just something you do for an hour on Sunday mornings

· You will really begin to unlock your joy when it hits you:

· “Praising God” is your WAY OF LIFE!

For those of you just joining us – it’s not too late to get on 40 Days of Promise™!

· You can pick up a Signature Bible™ on your way out today…

· Block out ten minutes…do two chapters a day…and next Sunday you’ll be caught up with the rest of us!

· OR…block out 45 minutes today and go straight through the first 8 chapters – and you’ll be caught up!
When Judy and I were writing the Signature Bible™…

· I combed God’s Word for the passages that would cause your spirit to soar into the very heart of God…

· And then when I had collected them all…one night late…I began to read them, one after another

· Their accumulated power overwhelmed me…I just lost it…

· I began to weep at the thought that one day soon – as a congregation – we would be writing these passages together!
· I thought, “These passages are going to change our lives!”

In fact – we begin writing out God’s Word TODAY!

· How many of you have already begun?

· Congratulations!

· You have now become Writers of the Light™!

If you haven’t begun writing yet – LISTEN to these incredible words from Psalm 150 that you’re about to write today:

“Praise the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens. Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness. Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre, praise him with tambourine and dancing, praise him with the strings and flute, praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals. Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD.”

What do you think – does that kick off the week with praise, or WHAT?

Notes:

#2 – I PRAISE YOU FOR GIVING ME YOUR WORD!

Psalms 119:32

“I run in the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free.”
IMAG 03 – Thicket

Ever gone hiking in wild country?

· I love to pit myself against the wilderness!

· [Tell my experience with huge growths of briars and thickets in woods between Newburgh and Boonville]

· Sometimes caught fast in thorns, couldn’t move

· Overwhelmed by thought I needed something powerful to come along and cut a path through the briars

END IMAG

Now – hold that thought for a moment…

This is Yellow Card Sunday!
· Explain…

Last month’s survey results:

Summit Service 8-10-03 (9:00)

“ONE QUESTION I WOULD ASK GOD”

Cute Questions:

Will you teach me how to play both the bass and electric guitar?

Who really shot JFK?

What is your favorite color?

Now the Top Ten Questions in The Summit – 

· “What One Question Would I Ask God?”

10.  Will I make it to heaven?               

  9.  When are You coming back?

8. What does my future have in store for me?  

7. Will a certain person in my family give their life to you?  

  6.  How can I serve and do enough for God?  

  5.  Is my: mom, dad, brother, other family members in heaven? 

  4.  What is heaven like?     

  3.  Why do innocent people suffer?  

  2.  Why do You, how could You love me so much to die for me?  

1. (Almost TWICE as many as next nearest question) What is the plan or 

       purpose for my life?  What is Your will for me? 

Edge Celebration 10:45

“ONE QUESTION I WOULD ASK GOD”

Cute questions:

Why did You make ticks?

Why did You make my wife obsessed with why You created ticks?

How many hairs are on my head?

Where do sheep come from?

Why am I not taller?

Can I have some more cash?

Why do we have an appendix?

Why are there mosquitoes?

What is Your favorite color?
Now the Top Ten Questions in The Edge

· “What One Question Would I Ask God?”

10.  Are we the only ones in the universe? 

  9.  How can I get closer to/and love You more? 

  8.  What is heaven like? 

  7.  Will He forgive me of my sins?     

  6   How did You (God) come to be?    

  5.  Why me?              

  4.  Am I living the way I’m supposed to live for You?    

  3.  Why do You love us so much to die for our sins?   

  2.  Why do innocent/good people have to suffer? (pain, illness, stress)     

1. (TWICE as much as the next question) What is the purpose in my life?  

       Why are we here? What is Your will for my life?               

Isn’t that fascinating?

· Far and away – the #1 question in BOTH The Summit and The Edge:

· “Why am I here?  What do you WANT with me?  What am I supposed to DO?”

IMAG 04 – The Path of God’s commands

THAT’S why we began writing out God’s Word today!  

· The passage we read just a moment ago says:

“I run in the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free.”
· I know of nothing that will cut that running path through the briars of life any faster for you than writing out the Word!

· The thorns and briars and woods and jungle of life are not so threatening –

· When you have a path!

· And that’s what God’s Word gives you!

Maybe your first experience writing out the Word today will be intense

· But when I first started, mine was not!

· My biggest thought after the first time was just how easy it was…

· Share how it grew powerfully, over time – the exact opposite of every devotional system I had ever tried

Writing out the Word PLUNGES you into the very HEART of Scripture

· It IMMERSES you in its meaning…SURROUNDS you with its power!

· You’re SEEING God’s Word…HEARING God’s Word…literally FORMING God’s Word –

· Stroke-by-stroke…letter-by-letter…word-by-word…phrase-by-phrase…verse-by-verse!

And when you do that over time…

· Marvelous things begin to happen!

We don’t know WHO wrote the longest chapter in the Bible – Psalm 119 – 

· – because it’s unsigned!

· Some think it was King David – and it may have been – we don’t know!

· But if so, this much we know:

· God called David a man after His own heart

· Which leads us to believe that he MAY have been one of those kings who actually OBEYED God’s command to write out His Word…

· Which MAY explain the exuberance for God’s Word that SATURATES this incredible Psalm

· You want to learn how to relate to GOD?

· LISTEN to just a few of the verses he wrote, under the direct inspiration of the Holy Spirit: 

How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word. I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands.  I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. 

                                                               —Psalms 119:9-11

Praise be to you, O LORD; teach me your decrees. With my lips I recount all the laws that come from your mouth.  I rejoice in following your statutes as one rejoices in great riches.  I meditate on your precepts and consider your ways.  I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your word.

—Psalms 119:12-16

I will always obey your law, for ever and ever.  I will walk about in freedom, for I have sought out your precepts.  I will speak of your statutes before kings and will not be put to shame,  for I delight in your commands because I love them.  I lift up my hands to your commands, which I love, and I meditate on your decrees.  Remember your word to your servant, for you have given me hope.

—Psalms 119:44-49

And those are just a few verses from the first 49 verses of Psalm 119!

· If you want a FEAST – set aside some time and immerse yourself in all 176 verses!

Notes:

#3 – I PRAISE YOU FOR KEEPING YOUR PROMISES!

Psalms 119:140

“Your promises have been thoroughly tested, and your servant loves them.”
See if you remember this scene from Jim Carey’s movie, “Liar, Liar”

IMAG 05 – Video excerpt:  “Liar, Liar”
Plot of the movie…

· “Max…sometimes grownups HAVE to lie…”

We live in an age of lies!

· We are so used to broken promises that we think that’s the way it’s SUPPOSED to be

· To get our attention, advertisers WAY overstate what their products can do

· To get our votes, politicians WAY overstate what they can possibly accomplish in office

· To get what they want from us, even our friends and FAMILY members sometimes tell us anything they think we want to hear!

But that’s not Who GOD is!

· God is PURE TRUTH!

· And is promises are SURE!

· Have you been working on our memory verse for this week?

· Isn’t it precious?  Hasn’t it been a JOY to say it over and over?

Let’s see if we can say it together:

Joshua 23:14

“…You know with all your heart and soul that not one of all the good promises the LORD your God gave you has failed. Every promise has been fulfilled…”
There are maybe 1,260 promises in the Bible

· Praise God for going on record with every one of them!

· Praise Him for how HUGE they are!

· Praise Him for every promise He has already fulfilled

· And Praise Him for every promise He WILL fulfill – in YOUR life!! 

Notes:

#4 – I PRAISE YOU FOR WHAT I CAN SEE!

Psalms 40:5

“Many, O LORD my God, are the wonders you have done. The things you planned for us no one can recount to you; were I to speak and tell of them, they would be too many to declare.”
IMAG 06 – Mars 1

What planet is this?

· Mars!

Have you been enjoying it lately?

· Has anybody here bought a telescope to see it better?

· A lot of people HAVE been!

IMAG 07 – Mars 2

Every 26 months, the Earth overtakes Mars on the inside track as they both orbit the Sun. 

· Every 15 to 17 years, Mars gets REALLY close

· But last month, Mars made its closest approach to Earth for almost 60,000 years!

· That’s closer than at any time in all of recorded history!

· Normally, Mars is about 50,000 miles away

· But a few week ago it came within 34.6 million miles!

· And it’s still really close!

You can still see it all during this month – it’s gorgeous!

· Look South-east, just above the horizon, right after sunset

· Except for the moon, it’s the brightest object in the sky – has an orange-red appearance

I kept missing it – finally saw it this past week…

· Hauled everybody out of the house and we stared and marveled

Our GOD did this!

· Stunning displays in the sky and on the earth are always happening
· Praise Him for it!
· When you pray and God answers your prayer –
· PRAISE Him for it!
· When something happens that you can clearly see is a direct result of the goodness of God –
· PRAISE Him for it!
In fact, the Bible says, in James 1:17:

· Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.

· If it’s good – it’s from GOD!

· PRAISE Him for it!

Notes:
#5 – I PRAISE YOU WHEN I CANNOT SEE!

2 Corinthians 4:18

“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”
IMAG 08 – Blindfolded

At times, life is a lot like the experience THESE people are having, isn’t it?

· You feel as though you’re blindfolded…as though you’re groping in the dark!

Wednesday night after church, ran into Jana Kastle in the parking lot

· She said, “You know, the times I’ve been able to praise God the most…the times when my praise has been the purest and sweetest…were during the darkest, most difficult days of my life…when nothing seemed to be going right.  THAT’S when the candle of God’s light shone the most brightly – when it was pitch dark in my life!”

That’s praising God ENTIRELY by Faith –

· And God LOVES that! 

In The Bible, Hebrews 11:6 says:

· “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”

WHEN does God most love being praised?

· When does your worship mean the most to Him?

· When does your TRUST mean the most to Him?

· It’s when the everything APPEARS to be falling apart!

ANYBODY can praise God after He parts the Red Sea!

· ANYBODY can praise God after you get the job you want!

· ANYBODY can praise God after God gives you the boyfriend or girlfriend of your dreams!

· ANYBODY can praise God after He gives you a bright, healthy new baby!

· ANYBODY can praise God after He gives you a new home or a new car!

· ANYBODY can praise God when your son or daughter graduates from college with honors and has companies fighting over who will get to hire them!

But when is your praise to God most MEANINGFUL to Him?

· When you DON’T get the job you want…

· And you say, “Jesus…I still trust You!”

· When your boyfriend or girlfriend DROPS you for somebody else…

· And you say, “Jesus…I still trust You!”

· When your baby is born with severe physical or mental problems… 

· And you say, “Jesus…I still trust You!”

· When the bank REJECTS your application for a new home or a new car… 

· And you say, “Jesus…I still trust You!”

· When your son or daughter gets picked up by the police for shoplifting…or drugs…or drunken driving… 

· And you say, “Jesus…I still trust You!”

Don’t become a fair-weather believer!

· Praise God in the times when you CANNOT see what He’s up to –

· And THAT will be the time when He draws you closer to Himself than ever before…

Bow heads…

· Salvation Invitation

Everybody take out a YELLOW CARD and WAVE it!

· Survey question

Fill out Yellow Cards
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