GETTING YOUR PRAYERS ANSWERED

A Message for 40 Days of Prayer

What do you think most English-speaking people would say are the 3 most powerful words in the world?

· Probably…“I love you”

· Those ARE powerful words…

· I say them to my wife and kids all the time

· I’ve said them to my mom and dad…

· I’ve even said them to you

· But  the 3 most powerful words in the world?

· They don’t even come close

So what ARE the 3 most powerful words in the world?

· IN JESUS’ NAME!

Check it out:

· John 14:12-13 [p. 764…Zchurch virtual Bible]

Did He mean it?…Did they believe Him?…Did Jesus back it up?

· Acts 3:1-16 [p. 772]

The Name of Jesus…

· Once you get a taste…you’ll never let Him go – no matter WHAT they do to you:

· Acts 5:27-34; 40-42 {p. 774]

“IN JESUS’ NAME!”

· The 3 most powerful words in the English language

· No WONDER most of us use those incredible words when we pray: 

· “God…help me make it through this day – in Jesus’ Name”

· “Lord, thank You for this food.  Bless it to the nourishment of our bodies – in Jesus’ Name”

· “Please heal her, Lord…You’re her only hope – in Jesus’ Name”

Now, that’s about as far as most of us get

· We hear Jesus’ promise to do whatever we ask in His Name, and it gives us goose bumps

· We see the miracles His disciples did in His Name and we’re filled with faith

· So that’s how we pray – in Jesus’ Name…

Or DO we?

· How many times have you prayed, “In Jesus’ Name…”

· And nothing happened?

Let me ask it this way:

· How many of you have received EXACTLY what you asked for, every single time you said, “In Jesus’ Name”?

· Please raise your hand

· I can’t raise mine

We’re not the only ones

· Acts 19:11-17 [p. 787]

Now look...

· Either Jesus lied…

· Or we’re doing it wrong!

By the way – that’s what Sunday mornings are FOR, around here

· Questions just like this

· We cannot AFFORD to waste our time reciting meaningless platitudes

· Meaningless because they’re mere empty TRADITION…

· Or meaningless because we don’t have a CLUE about what these powerful words mean!

So some Sunday mornings around here we kick it up a notch – like we did last week

· Other Sunday mornings we ask God to drive it deep – like today

· Every time you walk in here on a Sunday morning 

· I challenge you to join me in begging God –

· To take us higher than we’ve ever been…

· Or to plunge us deeper than we’ve ever gone

· But whatever we do, let’s not accept the status quo!

· Let’s not settle for the same-ol’/same-ol’!

· Let’s ask God to lift us OUT of the ruts we get stuck in…

· Let’s REFUSE to merely exist on the surface!

· Even MILDEW does better than that! 

So which is it – did Jesus LIE to us, when He said we could ask for anything in His Name and He would do it?

· Or are we doing something WRONG?

· Well…the evidence says the fault is NOT on JESUS’ end

· When the APOSTLES prayed in Jesus’ Name…stuff HAPPENED

· So if the fault doesn’t lie with JESUS…

· Whose end is it on?

· Exactly.

When we begin or end our prayers by SAYING, “In Jesus’ Name…”

· Are we REALLY praying in Jesus’ Name?

· Or is it possible that praying in Jesus’ Name means just a little bit MORE…

· Than simply tacking on a phrase like magic – 

· like saying, "Abracadabra…

· "like some incantation:  “Open sesame…”

· Like waving the magic wand of Jesus’ Name as though it were “Bippety-boppity-BOO!”?

Do you think praying in Jesus’ Name might be a little MORE than that?

· Oh, yeah

· For a clue, let’s go to 1 Samuel 25:4-8

Who gave David’s men the AUTHORITY to go in David’s name? 

· David!

· And if you remember your history, David was ready to back them up!

But what if David’s men had gone to Nabal and said,

· “David wants you to attack the Philistine army”

· Would David have backed them up THEN?

· No

· Why not?  He had given them authority to use His Name, hadn’t He?

· Yes – but when you use someone else’s name…

· You can only get away with it when you stay in keeping with that person’s purpose!

· David had sent his men to get PROVISIONS…

· Not to tell Nabal to fight a war

By the way – when David’s men asked him for provisions, Nabal said, “No.”

· Which meant what?

· Nabal was in big trouble with David

But follow me carefully, now…

· If the men had used David’s name to try to get Nabal to go to WAR…who would have been in trouble?

· David’s men!

Do you think it’s possible…just possible…

· That sometimes when we try to use Jesus’ Name

· We forget to check with Him first to see what action He’s AUTHORIZING?

Abi at Old Navy…

· This past week, my wife asked our 17 year-old daughter Abi to run to Old Navy and pick up some clothes.  When she tried to pay for the clothes, the check-out clerk wouldn’t accept her credit card, because it had my wife’s name on it, not Abi’s.  Abi said, “I was over here all the time during the Christmas season with my mother’s card and you always accepted it.”  “You’ll have to bring me a note from your mother, authorizing your use of this card,” she said.  Abi said, “You want a note from my MOTHER!?”  The manager was brought in.  Finally, Abi said, “Do you want to call my mother right now and have her tell me she sent me to get these things with her card?”  And that’s when they backed down.

When Abi presents her mother’s credit card…

· She’s asking for something in her mother’s name

· Can she ask for ANYTHING?

· Yes…as long as her mother had sent her to DO it!

· But what if Abi takes here mother’s credit card and tries to buy a brand-new SPORTS car with it?

· Won’t work

· Why not?

· That’s not what her mother sent her to do

When Jesus says, “You may ask me for anything in my name and I’ll do it”

· He’s not saying, “You may ask me for anything YOU can think of…”

· He’s saying, “You may ask me for anything I’ve told you to DO!”

· THAT’S what it means to pray in Jesus’ Name!

· FIRST find out what He want you to do and when He wants you to do it

· THEN use His Name –

· And He’ll BACK YOU UP…every time.

Is that so strange?

· My kids use that one on me, all the time

· Yesterday, 13 year-old Abe invited his friend Davis to come over

· My 7 year-old Ariel found out and burst into tears

· “You promised I could have a friend over, too!”

· When Davis arrived, his sister was with him

· I said, “Hey, you want to stay and play with Ariel?”

Why?

· I’m just backing up what I’ve promised

· My daughter came to me in my name…

· And I had no choice!

So how do you find OUT what Jesus is authorizing you to do?

· Two ways:

1. His STANDING orders

a. God has a HUGE number of standing authorizations in His Word, the Bible – a LIFETIME’S worth!

2. And His unique assignments

a. Orders you get directly from Him

How do you get in on those unique assignments?

· By making God your Best Friend:

· Through daily time alone with Him, in His Word and prayer

· Through interaction with your small group

· In Sunday School and Adult Ed

· And every time you show up for Sunday morning Celebration…

· Or Wednesday night Passionately Committed Believers!

Bow heads…
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