UNANSWERED PRAYERS

A Message for 40 Days of Prayer

How long has it been since you prayed?

· For some of you, the answer is

· “No time at all – I’m praying right now”

But somebody else in this room or in Zchurch…

· Hasn’t prayed since you were a child

· There was this TOY you wanted 

· It was all the rage – you just had to have it

· So you prayed that your parents would get it for you, for Christmas

· You prayed every morning…you prayed every night…

· And you couldn’t even BEGIN to count the number of times you prayed in between 

· Come Christmas morning, you were so excited that you RACED into the room to see if it was under the tree

· But it wasn’t

· Most of your FRIENDS got that toy for Christmas

· But not you

Something happened in you that December

· Your world became smaller

· You lost your childhood innocence…

· And a whole lot of trust

· You never let yourself get quite that excited and hopeful again

· You grew a little HARDER on the inside

And you haven’t prayed since

· When somebody says, “Just PRAY about it”

· You think to yourself, “Yeah, right”

· Sometimes you wonder if God even exists

· Although MOST of the time you believe He DOES

· “Maybe,” you think to yourself, “He answers prayers all the time – ”

· for OTHER people…

· Just not you

· You don’t know why – 

· Maybe you’re not doing it right

· Or maybe God just doesn’t like you

· But one thing’s for sure…

· you’re not going to set yourself up for THAT kind of disappointment again

Somebody else under the sound of my voice has a DIFFERENT problem 

· You DO pray – quite OFTEN, actually

· You’ve even had what you’re pretty sure are some answers to prayer

· But there doesn’t seem to be any RELIABILITY in it

· Sometimes you pray and there SEEMS to be a clear answer

· But most of the time when you pray, you’re not sure whether it was answered, or not

A while back, your mother got sick

· You put her name on our Wednesday night prayer list

· And she got sicker

· You asked the members of your small group to pray

· And she got sicker

· You asked the elders of our church to pray for her

· And she sank even lower

· You fasted and prayed for God to heal her

· And she died

You were devastated

· Not only did you have to deal with the irreplaceable loss of your mother…

· But you had to deal with the fact that NOBODY’S prayers did any good

· It’s not that you weren’t aware of death

· You know people die every day

· But as far as you’re concerned, she was too young to die

· Your dad still needed her – YOU still needed her

· What you’d like to know, is:

· If God ignores prayer when it’s THIS important to you…

· What GOOD is it?

It’s been a while, now, since your mother died

· You’re doing a little better emotionally

· Do you still pray?

· Sure 

· But not with a whole lot of confidence

· To you, prayer is like flipping a coin

· You win some…you lose some…

· And frankly…

· There doesn’t seem to be a whole lot of rhyme or reason to any of it

Unanswered prayer

· It’s HUGE, isn’t it?

Please listen carefully:

· Every disappointment you and I have had with prayer 

· can be traced to a problem of MISTAKEN IDENTITY

· We keep getting GOD confused…with a VENDING machine

· We think we should be able to feed in a dollar…

· And if it’s face up…and not too badly wrinkled…

· We think we should be able to push the button of what we WANT…

· And have it fall out at the bottom

· We keep forgetting to Whom we are SPEAKING…when we pray

Please take your Bibles…

· And turn with me to 1 Jn 5:14-15  [p. 864…Zchurch virtual Bible]

To whom are you SPEAKING when you pray?

· Not to someone you approach with UNCERTAINTY

· But to the God Who wants you to come bounding up to Him

· with CONFIDENCE!

“This is the CONFIDENCE we have in approaching God…”

· Confidence in WHAT?

#1.  Confidence in His LOVE

· The Bible says,  "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

· How much does Jesus love you?

· [Arms spread wide]  THIS MUCH!

· That’s love!

· If He loves you enough to DIE for you –

· Before you did one single thing for Him

· Before you even knew He existed

· Before YOU even existed!

· Then that SHOULD give you all the confidence you need 

· To go up to him while He’s sitting in His favorite chair 

· To snuggle up in His lap

· To lay your head against His warm, massive chest

· And pour out to Him the desires of your heart

NOBODY loves you like Jesus!

· NOBODY!

· It’s not just that God knows HOW to love

· It’s that God IS love!

· He INVENTED it!

· It’s His IDEA!

· Love is the ESSENCE of Who God is!

So don’t EVER blame unanswered prayer

· On some suspicious, shaky notion that God doesn’t LOVE you enough to give you what you want!

· Oh………..yes…………He………DOES!

Look at our text again

· 1 John 5:14

· “This is the CONFIDENCE we have in approaching God…”

· Confidence in WHAT?

· #1 – confidence in His love

#2.  Confidence in His WILL

· "… that if we ask anything ACCORDING TO HIS WILL, he hears us” 

Now, for SOME of you…that is precious little comfort

· God’s will SCARES you!

· God is so much BIGGER than you…

· So much more POWERFUL…

· So much more RIGHTEOUS!

· How is Anybody like THAT…

· Going to be able to identify with somebody like YOU?

· You’re afraid God’s idea of fun is sitting on a cloud, playing a harp all day

· But what YOU like, is football –

· More specifically, the Colts

· More specifically yet – Peyton Manning, Marvin Harrison and Edgerin James!

· You’re sacred to DEATH of God’s will!

· You’re afraid if you prayed according to HIS will

· You’d end up smuggling Bibles into China!

But listen to these words of David talking to God – taken straight out of the Bible:

· “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb.”

Everything you are –

· The texture of your hair

· Your height, your weight, your nose, the way you walk…

· Your favorite color –

· Whether it’s red, yellow, blue, gold, silver or puce

· your favorite food –

· Whether it’s tossed salad…mashed potatoes and gravy…a 2-inch thick, medium-rare ribeye steak…or a Fall Festival brain sandwich

· Your favorite music – 

· whether it’s rock ‘n roll, jazz, classical, bluegrass, hip-hop, big band, or country

· your favorite kind of girl –

· blond, brunette, redhead…short, tall, or medium…”Bony Moroni”…or “baby got back!”

· your favorite kind of guy –

· tall, dark and handsome…or short, fat and……..a really good personality!

God knows EVERYTHING you like!

· He knows everything ABOUT you!

· God knows everything you ARE!

· He knows everything you want to BE!

· He knows your weaknesses and strengths, your hidden abilities

· God knows your hopes, your dreams…and your fantasies

· Because He personally MADE you!

· And the thing he likes best is you’re one-of-a-kind!

God is INTIMATELY involved with YOU!

· God’s will for your life is not something weird 

· It’s something WONDERFUL!

· God’s will for your life is not one-size-fits-all

· It’s tailor-made, just for you!

· Other PEOPLE may misread you, misunderstand you and put you in their box

· But God will NEVER treat you that way

· NEVER!

“So you’re saying God WILL always give me what I want, when I pray?”

· No.

· “Why not?”

· Because you’re not smart enough to know WHAT you want!

· And neither am I

Let’s say your teenage son comes up to you and says, 

· "I want to you to buy me a case of beer.  

· “I tried to buy it myself, but since I'm underage, they won't sell it to me."  

· You're not even going to HEAR that request, are you?  

· You’re not even going to LISTEN to it!

· Why not?  

· He WANTS it…DOESN’T he?

· No, he doesn’t

What he wants…is to FEEL good

· What he wants…

· is to have fun

· What he wants…

· is to be accepted by his beer-drinking peers

· What he wants…

· is to feel like a man

· What he wants…

· is to find out what all those beer-drinkers SEE in the stuff

But the truth is, he wouldn't want a case of beer

· ...if he knew what YOU know  

· But he doesn't  

· So does he THANK you for turning him down?  

· Does he say, “Boy, mom – I really appreciate this…

· “I know you’ve lived a lot longer than I have and that you see the BIG picture…

· “Thanks for looking out for my best interests!

· “You know what – instead of getting drunk tonight…

· “I think I’ll just go finish my homework and polish off the evening by cleaning up my room.”

Is THAT what he does?

· No Ma’am, he doesn’t

· He resents you for it.  

· He thinks you're trying to keep him from having fun 

· He thinks all you want to do is mess up his plans for the evening

· He thinks you're a killjoy

· He thinks you’re an over-the-hill adult who’s forgotten how to have fun – if you ever DID!

· He's angry, he's depressed

· He goes storming off, muttering about how you’re RUINING his life

· He’s CONVINCED you don’t love him

· Why?

· Because you didn’t give him what he ASKED for

But because you DO love him, you hold steady 

· You recognize this isn’t HIM talking

· This is temptation talking

· This is immaturity talking

· This is foolishness talking

· This is his friends talking

· But it's not the REAL HIM…

· It’s not the mature version of him that WILL be

You know that one day -- if he ever matures – 

· He’ll come back to you and say, "Remember that case of booze you wouldn't buy for me?  

· “Thanks for saying no."  

· He might wait to tell you that till you’re on your DEATH bed…

· In fact, SOME of us might have to wait till HEAVEN…

· But we do our best to hang in there…

Question:  Why is it NOT your will

· to buy your teenager that case of beer?

· Is it because you just don't understand who he IS?  

· No, it's because you understand him…all too well

That may be the hardest thing about being a parent

· Doing the right thing…

· And having them hate you for it

Can you imagine how hard it must for GOD?

Let’s look at our text again

· 1 John 5:14

· “This is the CONFIDENCE we have in approaching God…”

· Confidence in WHAT?

· #1 – confidence in His LOVE

· #2 – confidence in His WILL

And #3 – confidence in His POWER

· "This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. {15} And if we know that he hears us – whatever we ask – we know that we have what we asked of him."

"WHATEVER we ask"

· Wow.  

· The size of your request isn’t at issue here, is it?

· Nothing you can ask stretches God

· Nothing can break his bank

· Nothing is too hard for him

God will never tell you “no – ”

· for the reason your parents often said no –

· "I can't do that, sweetheart -- it's too expensive."

Think about it!  

· If He's got the ability to give you the whole farm –

· Why would he begrudge you a chicken?  

Ah, but there’s MORE to this “Whatever you ask” language…

· More than mere POWER

· Remember – God is not a vending machine!

· So you’ve got to understand –

· This “Whatever you ask” thing…

· Happens PRIMARILY in the context of RELATIONSHIP

See, some of us get fatalistic with this whole thing

· We say, “Well, if He only answers prayer according to His will, why pray?  

· “He’s going to do what He’s going to do, right?  

· “So why even talk to Him about it?”  

You know what we overlook when we get like that?  

· We totally overlook how much God likes to TALK with us!  

· He LOVES our companionship…

· and He builds in all KINDS of rewards for those who love to hang out with Him

Suppose a dad has three kids

· One of them is always playing with his friends

· Another one keeps a bad attitude most of the time – 

· he’s lazy, has a sassy mouth and hides out in his room

But kid number 3 loves his dad

· When he gets home, this kid is waiting for him at the door

· Whatever dad’s working on, he wants to help

· Whatever dad likes, he likes too

· Whatever dad says do……he DOES

Let me ask you a question:  Which kid ends up with the most STUFF?

· “Yeah, the little kiss-up!”

But wait a minute!

· Put yourself in DAD’S place

When the first two kids suddenly show up, you know there’s only one thing on their self-centered little minds, don’t you?

· They WANT something…and you’re Mr. Moneybags

· What does that do to your HEART, to know that?

· How does that affect your generosity?

Now contrast that with the THIRD kid

· 95% of the time when HE shows up

· He just wants YOU

· What does THAT do to your heart?

· How does that affect your GENEROSITY?

GOD’S NOT A VENDING MACHINE!

· It’s ALLLLLLLL about RELATIONSHIP!

So….to whom are you SPEAKING when you pray?

· To the God in Whom you can have CONFIDENCE:

· Confidence in His LOVE

· Confidence in His WILL

· Confidence in His POWER

Which is why some of God’s greatest gifts…

· Are unanswered prayers

Before we close, there’s one more verse we dare not forget

· Look at verse 13:

· “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.”

· All of these promises…are to God’s KIDS!

Salvation invitation
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