WHAT’S MISSING IN THE PRAYER OF JABEZ?

Message for 40 Days of Prayer

Prayer

How many of you have heard of the prayer of Jabez?

· Walk Thru the Bible’s Bruce Wilkinson has a great little bestselling book out on it right now

· What a great prayer!

· 1 Chronicles 4:9-10 (Tell how to find in Bible)  

· Briefly exegete

“And God granted his request!"

· Awesome!

But of course…there’s just a tiny bit MISSING from the Prayer of Jabez…

· ………….ISN’T there?

Such as…

· Philippians 3:10-11  

· "I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, {11} and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead."
Such as…

· Luke 9:23-25:

· "Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. {24} For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. {25} What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self?"

And then there’s…

· John 16:33:

· "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world."

By all means…pray the prayer of Jabez!

· But when you pray, “Oh, that you would bless me!”
· Please note that “blessing” isn’t necessarily a synonym for “smooth sailing”

· Sometimes the biggest “blessing” comes disguised as what you would swear at the time…

· is a “disaster!”

· When you pray, “…enlarge my territory!”
· Don’t forget that the larger the territory…

· the more likely it is to be filled with wild animals!

· When you ask God, “Let your hand be with me!”
· Please understand that the hand of God not only comforts…but also disciplines
· When you implore God, “…keep me from harm!”
· You’ve gotta remember that not everything that hurts…

· is harmful… 

· And that much that IS harmful…

· DOESN’T hurt…at the time!

· Before you follow in Jabez’s footsteps and beg God to keep you “free from pain…" 
· It might be a very good idea…

· to soberly reflect on the words of God through the Apostle Peter (1 Peter 4:1-2)  

· "Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin. {2} As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God."

· Just in case you’re not yet…”done with sin”
How many of you have ever heard a Paul Harvey ABC news broadcast?

· How many of you were here on Easter Sunday, 1976, when Paul Harvey preached to a Bethel Temple crowd of 3000 on this very spot and 300 people prayed to receive Christ?

· Listen to one of the most powerful pieces Paul Harvey ever wrote:

So pray the prayer of Jabez…

· …as JESUS did:
· With FAITH…

· not PRESUMPTION

Luke 22:42 tells us that when He knelt in the garden before His crucifixion…

· Jesus BEGAN His prayer with a phrase that sounds very much like the prayer of Jabez: 

· "Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me…”  

· But He didn’t stop there, did He?  

· How did Jesus CONCLUDE His prayer in the garden?  

· With these words:  

· “...yet not my will, but yours be done."

Just as Jesus taught us a new command – “to love one another” –

· So by His example He teaches us a NEW…

· “Prayer of Jabez”…

Let’s prepare our minds…spirits…souls…and hearts – for communion 
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