PRAYER!

The more praying there is in the world, the better the world will be, the mightier the forces against evil everywhere. Prayer, in one phase of its operation, is a disinfectant and a preventive. It purifies the air; it destroys the contagion of evil. Prayer is no fitful, short-lived thing. It is no voice crying unheard and unheeded in the silence. It is a voice which goes into God’s ear, and it lives as long as God’s ear is open to holy pleas, as long as God’s heart is alive to holy things. God shapes the world by prayer. 

-Edward McKendree (E. M.) Bounds

Give me one hundred preachers who fear nothing but sin and desire nothing but God, and I care not a straw whether they be clergymen or laymen; such alone will shake the gates of hell and set up the kingdom of heaven on earth. God does nothing but in answer to prayer.

                                                      - John Wesley

If I fail to spend two hours in prayer each morning, the Devil gets the victory through the day...I have so much business, I can not get on without spending three hours daily in prayer. 

                                                         - Martin Luther

I urge upon you communion with Christ; a growing communion. There are curtains to be drawn aside in Christ that we never saw, and new foldings of love in him. I despair that I shall ever win to the far end of that love, there are so many aspects to it. Therefore dig deep, and sweat and labor and take pains for him, and set by as much time in the day for him as you can. We will be won in the labor.                                

                                                  - Samuel Rutherford

The great masters and teachers in Christian doctrine have always found in prayer their highest source of illumination. Not to go beyond the limits of the English Church, it is recorded of Bishop Andrews that he spent five hours daily on his knees. The greatest practical resolves that have enriched and beautified human life in Christian times have been arrived at in prayer.

                                                          -Canon Liddon 

I ought to pray before seeing any one. Often when I sleep long, or meet with others early, it is eleven or twelve o'clock before I begin secret prayer. This is a wretched system. It is unscriptural. Christ arose before day and went into a solitary place. David says: "Early will I seek thee"; "Thou shalt early hear my voice.'' Family prayer loses much of its power and sweetness, and I can do no good to those who come to seek from me. The conscience feels guilty, the soul unfed, the lamp not trimmed. Then when in secret prayer the soul is often out of tune, I feel it is far better to begin with God -- to see his face first, to get my soul near him before it is near another.
                                                -Robert Murray McCheyne

Our praying, however, needs to be pressed and pursued with an energy that never tires, a persistency which will not be denied, and a courage which never fails.

                                                  -E.M. Bounds 

God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it.

                                                  -John Wesley 

Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater work.

                                                   -Oswald Chambers 

Have you any days of fasting and prayer? Storm the throne of grace and persevere therein, and mercy will come down.

                                                        -John Wesley 

No one's a firmer believer in the power of prayer than the devil; not that he practices it, but he suffers from it. 

                                                       -Guy H. King 

Thought is not only brightened and clarified in prayer, but thought is born in prayer. We can learn more in an hour praying, when praying indeed, than from many hours in the study. Books are in the closet which can be found and read nowhere else. Revelations are made in the closet which are made nowhere else. 

-E.M. Bounds

Perhaps you will have to spend hours on your knees or upon your face before the throne. Never mind. Wait. God will do great things for you if you will wait for Him. Yield to Him. Cooperate with Him.

                                                            -John Smith 

If the church would only awaken to her responsibility of intercession, we could well evangelize the world in a short time. It is not God's plan that the world be merely evangelized ultimately. It should be evangelized in every generation. There should be a constant gospel witness in every corner of the world so that no sinner need close his eyes in death without hearing the gospel, the good news of salvation through Christ.

                                                             -T.S. Hegre 

O brother, pray; in spite of Satan, pray; spend hours in prayer; rather neglect friends than not pray; rather fast, and lose breakfast, dinner, tea, and supper – and sleep too – than not pray. And we must not talk about prayer, we must pray in right earnest. The Lord is near.                                                    -        

                                                     -Andrew A. Bonar 

Next to the wonder of seeing my Savior will be, I think, the wonder that I made so little use of the power of prayer.

                                                           -D.L. Moody 

A day without prayer is a day without blessing, and a life without prayer is a life without power. 

                                                       -Edwin Harvey 

To strive in prayer means to struggle through those hindrances which would restrain or even prevent us entirely from continuing in persevering prayer. It means to be so watchful at all times that we can notice when we become slothful in prayer and that we go to the Spirit of prayer to have this remedied. In this struggle, too, the decisive factor is the Spirit of prayer.

                                                     -O. Hallesby 

Quit playing, start praying. 

Quit feasting, start fasting. 

Talk less with men, talk more with God. 

Listen less to men, listen to the words of God. 

Skip travel, start travail. 

                                  -Leonard Ravenhill 

It is a tremendously hard thing to pray aright, yea, it is verily the science of all sciences. 

                                                      -Martin Luther 

The main lesson about prayer is just this: Do it! Do it! DO IT! You want to be taught to pray. My answer is: pray and never faint, and then you shall never fail.

                                                 -John Laidlaw 

Prayer – secret, fervent, believing prayer – lies at the root of all personal godliness.

                                          -Carey's Brotherhood, Serampore 

Prayers are deathless. The lips that uttered them may be closed to death, the heart that felt them may have ceased to beat, but the prayers live before God, and God’s heart is set on them and prayers outlive the lives of those who uttered them; they outlive a generation, outlive an age, outlive a world. 

-E.M. Bounds

None can believe how powerful prayer is, and what it is able to effect, but those who have learned it by experience. It is a great matter when in extreme need to take hold on prayer. I know, whenever I have prayed earnestly, that I have been amply heard, and have obtained more than I prayed for. God indeed sometimes delayed, but at last He came.

                                                    -Martin Luther 

You know the value of prayer: it is precious beyond all price. Never, never neglect it

                                                -Sir Thomas Buxton 

Prayer is the first thing, the second thing, the third thing necessary to a minister. Pray, then my dear brother; pray, pray, pray. 

                                                 -Edward Payson 

It is not enough to begin to pray, nor to pray aright; nor is it enough to continue for a time to pray; but we must patiently, believingly, continue in prayer until we obtain an answer; and further we have not only to continue in prayer unto the end, but we have also to believe that God does hear us, and will answer our prayers. Most frequently we fail in not continuing in prayer until the blessing is obtained, and in not expecting the blessing.

                                                 -George Müller 

Each time, before you intercede, be quiet first, and worship God in His glory. Think of what He can do, and how He delights to hear the prayers of His redeemed people. Think of your place and privilege in Christ, and expect great things!

                                                    -Andrew Murray 

There is nothing more appalling than the wholesale way in which unthinking people plead to the Almighty the richest and most spiritual of His promises, and claim their immediate fulfillment, without themselves fulfilling one of the conditions either on which they are promised or can possibly be given.

                                               -H. Drummond 

The reason why we obtain no more in prayer is because we expect no more. God usually answers us according to our own hearts.

                                                    -Richard Alleine 

Satan cannot deny but that great wonders have been wrought by prayer. As the spirit of prayer goes up, so his kingdom goes down. Satan's strategems against prayer are three. First, if he can, he will keep thee from prayer. If that be not feasible, secondly, he will strive to interrupt thee in prayer. And, thirdly, if that plot takes not, he will labour to hinder the success of thy prayer.

                                               -William Gurnall 

The devil is aware that one hour of close fellowship, hearty converse with God in prayer, is able to pull down what he hath been contriving and building many a year.

                                               -Flavel 

Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by fancying that you know what He can do. Expect unexpected things 'above all that we ask or think.'

                                           -Andrew Murray 

The devil is not put to flight by a courteous request. He meets us at every turn, contends for every inch, and our progress has to be registered in heart's blood and tears.

                                     -Charles E. Cowman 

To the man who prays habitually (not only when he feels like it – that is one of the snares of religion – but also when he does not feel like it) Christ is sure to make Himself real.

                                               -James Stewart 

If we would pray aright, the first thing we should do is to see to it that we really get an audience with God, that we really get into His very presence. Before a word of petition is offered, we should have the definite consciousness that we are talking to God, and should believe that He is listening and is going to grant the thing that we ask of Him.

                                                   -R.A. Torrey 

Pray for 'all men.' We usually pray more for things than we do for men. Our prayers should be thrown across their pathway as they rush in their downward course to a lost eternity.

                                           -E.M. Bounds 

There are two ways of praying. One asks and hopes; the other craves and waits until he has obtained. It is just this 'until' that characterizes the latter.

One seeks God and finds Him; the other strives with God and triumphs. 

The first observes scrupulously his daily devotions; the second stays on his knees hours a day, through the night.  "The first fits in with the ordinary course of life; the second watches, fasts, cries, weeps, sweats blood.  The first we have known since we learned to know the Lord; the second . . . 'Lord, teach us to pray.'

                                              -M. Monod 

Prayer is reaching out and after the unseen; fasting, letting go of all that is seen and temporal. Fasting helps express, deepens, confirms the resolution that we are ready to sacrifice anything, even ourselves, to attain what we seek for the kingdom of God.

                                             -Andrew Murray 

Great grief prays with great earnestness. Prayer is not a collection of balanced phrases; it is the pouring out of the soul. What is love if it be not fiery? What are prayers if the heart be not ablaze? They are the battles of the soul. In them men wrestle with principalities and powers.  The prayer that prevails is not the work of lips and fingertips. It is the cry of a broken heart and the travail of a stricken soul.

                                             -Samuel Chadwick 

Effective prayer is prayer that attains what it seeks. It is prayer that moves God, effecting its end.

                                      -Charles G. Finney 

The most fervent prayer meetings are in hell.

                                          -Leonard Ravenhill 

Those who know God the best are the richest and most powerful in prayer. Little acquaintance with God, and strangeness and coldness to Him, make prayer a rare and feeble thing. 

-E.M. Bounds

Satan's tactics seem to be as follows: He will first of all oppose our breaking through to the place of a real living faith, by all means in his power. He detests the prayer of faith, for it is an authoritative 'notice to quit.' We often have to strive and wrestle in prayer before we attain this quiet, restful faith. And until we break right through and join hands with God we have not attained to a real faith at all. However, once we attain to a real faith, all the forces of hell are impotent to annul it. The real battle begins when the prayer of faith has been offered.

                                                       -J.O. Fraser 

Mind how you pray. Make real business of it. Let it never be a dead formality...plead the promise in a truthful, business-like way...Ask for what you want, because the Lord has promised it. Believe that you have the blessing, and go forth to your work in full assurance of it. Go from your knees singing, because the promise is fulfilled: thus will your prayer be answered...the strength [not length] of your prayer...wins...God; and the strength of prayer lies in your faith in the promise which you pleaded before the Lord.

                                                        -C.H. Spurgeon 

Where there is much prayer, there will be much of the Spirit; where there is much of the Spirit, there will be ever-increasing prayer.

                                                  -Andrew Murray 

That man is the most immortal who has done the most and the best praying. They are God heroes, God’s saints, God’s servants, God’s vicegerents. A man can pray better because of the prayers of the past; a man can live holier because of the prayers of the past; the man of many and acceptable prayers has done the truest and greatest service to the incoming generation. The prayers of God’s saints strengthen the unborn generation against the desolating waves of sin and evil. 

-E.M. Bounds

A godly man is a praying man. As soon as grace is poured in, prayer is poured out. Prayer is the soul's traffic with Heaven; God comes down to us by His Spirit, and we go up to Him by prayer.

                                                  -T. Watson 

A Christian can obtain deep feeling, by thinking on the object. God is not going to pour these things on you, without any effort on your own. you must cherish the slightest impressions. Take the Bible, and go over the passages that show the condition and prospects of the world. Look at the world, look at your children, and your neighbors and see their condition while they remain in sin; and persevere in prayer and effort till you obtain the blessing of the Spirit of God to dwell in you.

                                         -Charles G. Finney 

There is no power like that of prevailing prayer – of Abraham pleading for Sodom, Jacob wrestling in the stillness of the night, Moses standing in the breach, Hannah intoxicated with sorrow, David heart-broken with remorse and grief, Jesus in sweat and blood. Add to this list from the records of the church your personal observation and experience, and always there is cost of passion unto blood. Such prayer prevails. It turns ordinary mortals into men of power. It brings power. It brings fire. It brings rain. It brings life. It brings God.

                                            -Samuel Chadwick 

"But have we Holy Ghost power – power that restricts the devil's power, pulls down strongholds and obtains promises. What has hell to fear other than a God-anointed, prayer-powered church?

                                                -Leonard Ravenhill 

Every great movement of God can be traced to a kneeling figure.

                                                -D.L. Moody 

There is no way that Christians, in a private capacity, can do so much to promote the work of God and advance the kingdom of Christ as by prayer.

                                                -Jonathan Edwards 

Work as if you were to live a hundred years. Pray as if you were to die tomorrow.

                                               -Benjamin Franklin

Most men pray for power, the strength to do things. Few people pray for love, the quality to be someone.

                                              -Robert D. Foster

Whatsoever we beg of God, let us also work for it.

                                             -Jeremy Taylor

The only time my prayers are never answered is on the golf course.

                                                   -Billy Graham

Prayer is not a substitute for work, thinking, watching, suffering, or giving; prayer is a support for all other efforts.

                                                   -George Buttrick

Sometimes the most important thing in a whole day is the rest we take between two deep breaths, or the turning inwards in prayer for five short minutes.

                                                   -Etty Hillesum

Men are God's method. The church is looking for better methods; God is looking for better men. What the church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel methods, but men who the Holy Spirit can use - men of prayer, men mighty in prayer. The Holy Spirit does not come on machinery but on men. He does not anoint plans, but men - men of prayer.

-E.M. Bounds
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