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Prayer

IMAG 01 – Johnny Unitas

I’m a Colts fan going all the way back to the days of Johnny Unitas

· But you can just double that since Tony Dungy became their coach last year

· His Christian witness and Christian behavior are the class of the league

IMAG 02 – Tony Dungy

This past Monday night my son Abe and I were pumped

· Tony Dungy was taking our undefeated Indianapolis Colts down to Florida to play Warren Sapp and the Super Bowl Champion Tampa Bay Buccaneers

· I’m ashamed to admit it, but I actually prayed for the Colts to win – I NEVER do that!

IMAG 03 – Warren Sapp

But when the game started, the Colts were TERRIBLE!

· We played like a HIGH school team!

· Everybody on the Colts team had that “deer-in-the-headlights” look

IMAG 04 – Manning Tackled

· Tampa Bay jumped out to a three touchdown lead at the half

· Normally, I never give up – when I go to a game, we can be 5 touchdowns behind, the stadium can be nearly empty, but I’ll stay till the last dog dies…

· But that’s not what I did Monday night – I was so upset at how we were playing that I couldn’t take it anymore

· Besides, I had to get up at 4:30 the next morning – so I went to bed

Next morning, I got up early, grabbed my Signature Bible, spent some time in prayer…

· Then, just before Judy and I had our couple devotions, I decided to log on to the Colts web site and see how badly we had been beaten

IMAG 05 – Colts Celebrating Win

When the web site came up, THIS is the picture I saw!

· My JAW dropped!

· No way!

· I had gone to bed – and MISSED the greatest comeback in the history of Professional football

· Are there any OTHER football fans here who did the same thing?

· How many of you actually SAW it?

· MAN I wish I had taped it!

IMAG 06 – Peyton Manning

Now, get this:

· The Colts were BEHIND 35-14 – 35-14!

· …with only 3 minutes and 37 seconds remaining in the game

· No team in the history of the NFL has ever been that far behind with less than 4 minutes left – and come back to win the game 

IMAG 07 – Tampa Bay Defense

But Especially against the Bucs!  

· Before the game, John Madden had pronounced the Tampa Bay Buccaneers one of the three greatest defenses of all time!

· So far this season, the world champion Bucs had held their opponents to an average of 7.3 points a game – one touchdown per game!

· The Colts were down THREE touchdowns

· Stick a fork in it.  Game over.

· Raymond James stadium began to empty – thousands of fans poured through the exits

IMAG 08 – Marvin Harrison
No way in this world any team on earth was going to score three touchdowns against the Tampa Bay defense – not in 3 minutes and 37 seconds

· But that’s exactly what happened.

IMAG 09 – Brad Pyatt

The Colts’ Brad Pyatt returned the ensuing kickoff 90 yards 

· The Colts scored a touchdown.

IMAG 10 – Onside Kick

The Colts pulled off an incredible onside kick, got the ball back and scored another touchdown

· The Colts kicked off, got the ball back and scored another touchdown!

· Overtime.

IMAG 11 – Mike Vanderjagt

The Colts’ Mike Vanderjagt attempted a field goal that missed.

· Penalty.

· Vanderjagt got another try.

· Bad snap.

· The ball was partially blocked…

· But it caromed off the right upright…and wobbled through

IMAG 12a – Happy Birthday Tony Dungy

Kick Good.

· Colts win in overtime 38-35 – the greatest comeback in the history of professional football

· Happy birthday, Tony Dungy!

END IMAG

Why am I telling you this?

· Because I’m a Colts’ fan!

· And for a Colts’ fan, this is unbelievably good news!

· Tuesday morning early I woke up my son Abe and said, “You’re not going to believe this – the Colts won!”

· All day long Tuesday I looked for ways to work it into the conversation

Why?  It’s the principle of Acts 4:20

· That’s the Scripture at the top of the page today – Day 36 – of your Signature Bible™:

· “…we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”

You know what?  We’re ALL like that!

· Not everybody here is a football fan…

· But everybody here loves good news –

· And when it’s phenomenal news –

· You’ve just GOT to share it!

Notes:

#1 – The Gospel of Jesus Christ is Good News
2 Corinthians 5:17-20 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.”
THAT’S THE BEST NEWS ANYBODY HAS EVER HEARD!

· It makes the Colts comeback against the Bucs PALE by comparison!

Why wouldn’t we be TEN times more eager to tell people about Jesus…

· …than about who won the latest big game…

· …who became Governor of California…

· …the new car we just bought…

· …the house we just moved into…

· …the latest development in the Kobe Bryant trial…

· …the new outfit we’re wearing…

· …the new promotion we just got…

· …how the Cubs and the Red Sox are doing!

As much as everybody on earth loves to share good news…

· Why wouldn’t every person who claims the Name of Jesus Christ – be falling-over-ourselves EAGER to share the greatest news anybody has ever heard?

If you know it, let’s say last week’s memory verse together:

· Ephesians 6:7, “Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men.”

· When it comes to sharing our faith, this is the secret

IMAG 12b – Salesman

· For too long, Christians have treated telling others about Jesus as though this was our most terrifying duty…

· As though we were trying to sell somebody one more thing they didn’t want or need

· As though sharing the gospel was something only a handful of gift-of-gab types could do

END IMAG

NO!

· This is the greatest privilege in the world! 

· What a THRILL it is to tell people about Jesus!

You know, it has to just tear God up when He hears religious types trying to put a GUILT-trip on people about sharing their faith:

· “It’s your DUTY…it’s your RESPONSIBILITY…I know it’s hard, but you’ve got to do it anyway” 

· Oh, come ON!

If your best friends won an all-expenses-paid vacation to Hawaii – wouldn’t it be unbelievable if the travel agency let YOU be the one to tell them?

· “Guys, you’re not going to believe this:  You get to go to Hawaii!”

· If your next-door-neighbor’s husband got to come home from Iraq, wouldn’t it be incredible if the army let YOU be the one to tell her?

· “I’ve got the most wonderful news!  I just found out your husband is coming home day after tomorrow!”

· If your grandmother came safely through critical surgery that could have gone either way – wouldn’t it be awesome if the doctor let YOU tell it?

· “Grandpa!  Grandma MADE it!  She’s going to be FINE!”

You and I get to tell – anybody we want to – how they can go to heaven and live forever – infinitely beyond their highest hopes and dreams

· Is that some kind of odious BURDEN?

· NO!

· What are we THINKING?

· That is pure, raw, unadulterated JOY!

· Because it is far and away the best news anybody has ever heard

Notes:
#2 – I GET TO EXPERIENCE THE JOY OF SHARING the Good News WITH those who have misunderstood
1 Timothy 1:15; Colossians 4:4

“Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners – of whom I am the worst.  Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.”
There are very few people in the United States who haven’t heard about Jesus

· But there are HUGE numbers of people in the United States who don’t have a clue about the GOOD NEWS Jesus brings!

Listen to these recent findings from the Barna Research Group:

· 95% of Americans believe in God 

· But only 72% believe in God the way He reveals Himself in the Bible

· Almost nine out of ten people say the universe was originally created by God

· 85% of Americans call themselves Christians

· But only 5% of US adults have personally embraced the FULL MESSAGE of what the Bible says a Christian really is!

YES, there are large numbers of people who have yet to hear and understand the amazing GOOD NEWS of Jesus!

· But what’s so encouraging is – they’re not ANTI-Jesus…

· They’ve just never heard the gospel shared warmly, lovingly and clearly!

· They just don’t know how GOOD…the Good News really is!

That also goes for the –

· 8% of adults who call themselves atheists or agnostics…

· The 9% who identify with a faith other than Christianity

· The 10% who believe that God represents a state of higher consciousness

· And the 7% who believe that God is the total realization of personal human potential 

Booooooring!

· Not to mention misinformed, misguided and so terribly, achingly EMPTY!

· Who gets to TELL them how good the GOOD NEWS really is?

· WE do!

· In Acts 5:20, God says, “…go and tell the people the FULL MESSAGE of this new life.”
Now, this “FULL MESSAGE” thing?

· That’s the CHURCH’S specialty!

· A lot of people think, “Well, I’m no theological expert, so I’d better not say anything to anybody about Jesus”

· But nothing could be further from the truth!

· You don’t HAVE to be a theological expert to win somebody to Christ!

Here’s what we’ve learned:

· Surveys tell us that 9 out of 10 people come to church BEFORE they decide to become Christians…

· So a growing number of us are learning how exciting it is to partner together with the church to share the Good News with our friends, neighbors, family members and coworkers

And that’s our mission here at Bethel Temple –

To build a church of passionately committed believers who inspire unchurched people to become everything Jesus created them to be!

A large number of unchurched people were surveyed and asked:  “What it would take for you to try church?”

· You know what one-half of them said?

· “Somebody to invite me”

· Hey guys – it’s that SIMPLE!

· And it makes total sense:

· To the average unchurched person, going to church on their own would be like crashing a party!

· One-half of your unchurched friends are waiting…for an INVITATION!

So, that’s what we do on Sunday mornings around here –

· We’re all the time inviting our unchurched friends to come to church with us

· We know they’re going to love the music…

· …that they’re going to enjoy the relaxed, casual atmosphere…

· …that they’re going to experience the love and warmth of God’s people…

· …and that they will get to hear the Good News of Jesus presented CLEARLY and COMPELLINGLY 

· Over the years, thousands of people who have come here have put their faith in Jesus –

· Why?  Because we INVITED them to come!

But that’s not all…

· We also partner with the church to invite our unchurched friends to community-wide events at times OTHER than Sunday mornings

· So GET READY!

IMAG 13 – Living Christmas Tree

The Living Christmas Tree is one of those events!

· This year is going to be incredible

· It’s our 25th anniversary of the Living Christmas Tree, so we’re going to do something we’ve never done before

· Like always, there’ll be stunning music, laughter, fun, drama, a dazzling light show…

· But this year, Christmas falls on a THURSDAY

So here’s what we’re going to do:

· Instead of scheduling the Living Christmas Tree early in December…

· We’re going to pull all of the Living Christmas Tree performances INTO Christmas week! 

· And because of the special HOLINESS of those last four days before Christmas…

· We’re going to be able to introduce the element of WORSHIP into the tree, like never before!

· Our unchurched guests will not only be ENTERTAINED…

· But they’ll also get to experience their first taste of the incredible WORSHIP that goes on here every week

· Including that goose bump Christmas CANDLELIGHT experience we look forward to every year! 

· Why?  

· It’s our hope and prayer that our unchurched guests will be drawn by the Holy Spirit to want to COME BACK after Christmas is over!

Now, doing it THIS way will mean we’ll include a free-will offering as part of our worship

· But the tickets themselves will be FREE

· We’ll have three performances on Sunday…

· One on Tuesday night – that’s Christmas Eve-Eve
· And then – for the first time ever – we’re going to do a 5:00 0’clock performance of the Living Christmas tree – on Christmas Eve!

· What an INCREDIBLE opportunity for each of us to take a handful of free tickets and invite every unchurched person we know to this year’s tree!

But there’s ANOTHER opportunity that’s even CLOSER:

IMAG 14 – Trunk or Treat

TRUNK OR TREAT!

· On Halloween, this year…

· Explain

This whole invitation thing is awesome!

· This is how SO many people have come to Christ over the years!

· We invite our unchurched friends to a church service or special event…

· They come…love it…keep coming back

· And sooner or later, they give their lives to Jesus Christ!

But have you ever wondered what’s going on inside the head of an unchurched person who’s being INVITED?

· ESPECIALLY if they’re like – your WORST CASE SCENARIO

· Someone who HATES the church…who HATES Christianity…and who DELIGHTS in making life miserable for anybody who tries to talk about church or Jesus!

· Check out this video:

STEVE POLLEY VIDEO (About 10 minutes)

Ladies and gentlemen:  Would you please welcome to the platform the man who never gave up:  John Kizlin!
· Why didn’t you give up on Steve?

· Ask him what Steve Polley is doing for Jesus today (BT Trustee, Chairman of the Board of Evansville Christian Life Center)

· How does it feel when you see his love for Jesus today and see the difference he’s making for Christ?

[Thank John...returns to seat]

So from John’s example:  What are the “The Ten Steps to Bring Somebody to Christ?”
1. CARE!

2. CARE!

3. CARE!

4. CARE!

5. CARE!

6. CARE!

7. CARE!

8. CARE!

9. CARE!

10. CARE!
Notes:
#3 – I GET TO EXPERIENCE THE EXCITEMENT OF TAKING THE GOOD NEWS TO THOSE WHO HAVE NEVER HEARD
Romans 10:13-15

“ ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’ ”
God is opening up other parts of the world like never before

· What language is spoken by more Christians than any other – not English – Spanish!

· In Vietnam – there are now more Christians than Communists!

· 29 years ago in the Philippines there were just 3,000 churches – today there are more than 50,000 Christian churches!

· A century ago there were almost NO Christians in Korea – now 1/3 of Korea is Christian

· Half of Africa is now Christian

· Because of the efforts of Peter Chun and other missionaries, there are now more Christians in China than there are in the United States!

· More than 5 billion people worldwide have now seen “The Jesus Film” in their own language!

Missions Fair today in lobby

· You’ll notice three distinct themes in the lobby:

Level ONE – Missions Lite

· Introductory level

· Here’s the challenge:  EVERY YEAR find at least ONE Missions Lite project you can be part of

· Here are just 3 of them:

IMAG 15 – Christmas in July – Micah Maddox

Christmas in July – Micah Maddox 

IMAG 16 – Fall Festival Booth

Fall Festival Missions Booth

IMAG 17 – Eyeglasses for Haiti

You’ve got to hear THIS story!

· Norm Hunter is one of our members –

· He’s also a funeral director

· He went on a Haiti trip last year and was profoundly moved at the need for eye care. 

· He came back and began to offer bereaved families the opportunity to donate their loved ones’ glasses to a good cause instead of leaving them in the casket

· Not only did people do that – they started going back to their homes and bringing in every pair of old glasses they could find

· Norm even put a box in our church lobby so all of us can do the same thing

But Norm didn’t stop there – this is for Jesus, right?  

· Just like we saw last week – when you do it for Jesus the quality of your service goes through the ROOF, right?

· So Norm went shopping on Ebay and found a machine like they use at the optical houses that tells you the actual prescription of the lenses

· Norm personally bought that machine with his own money

Now get this:

· This coming Saturday – October 18th – Norm is throwing a MISSIONS LITE party up at the house on the hill 

· But it’s like no party you’ve ever been to 

· We’re invited to come and wash the glasses, read the prescriptions and mark each pair!

· Then he’s going to personally take those glasses to Haiti next month

But that’s not all – 

· And while I’m telling this last bit – Norm?  Stacey?  

· Would you please come up here?

· In order to know which glasses to give to which child, he needed a way to examine their eyes

· That’s when ANOTHER Bethel Temple member who’s an optometrist – Dr. Stacey Embry – got involved

· He said, “Look’s like you need me to go with you and do the exams!”

· So that’s what HE’S going to do! 

· Norm Hunter!  Stacey Embrey!

· Let’s hear it for these two guys!

Level TWO – Local Cross Cultural 

· Here’s the challenge – we’re encouraging everybody in this room to step up to THIS level sometime during the course of a year

IMAG 18a – Evansville Christian Life Center

There’s the Evansville Christian Life Center at 501 S. Kentucky

· A few years ago, one of our members donated a MONASTERY he ended up with in a business deal

· We turned it into an inner city ministry!

IMAG 18b – DAS Serving at Life Center

They feed THOUSANDS of inner city people there every year

· They give away TENS OF THOUSANDS of pieces of clothing, too

· You can donate to their clothing bank right here – we have a drop-off box at the end of the  lobby hallway

· They host “Accent on Christ” – A Christ-based 12-step addictions recovery program

IMAG 19 – Youth, Inc. Andy and Nina

You can get involved serving alongside two more of our members – Andy and Nina Fuller

· Youth, Inc. is a culturally-relevant, non-traditional, cutting-edge ministry that reaches out to disconnected teenagers

· You can help them “Crash the Culture” with “The Rev” Cellar Club

· You can give and get behind their “Living Proof Testimony” outreach

IMAG 20 – Rescue Mission

Of course, there’s the Evansville Rescue Mission

· Led by a guy who grew up right here in our Sunday School and used to be one the pastors on our staff – Steve Perry

· The Rescue Mission reaches out to our area HOMELESS – with a place to stay…a hot meal…and the love of Jesus

IMAG 21 – Impact Ministries

Impact Ministries is another Christian outreach located in downtown Evansville

· You can get involved withTutoring, Youth Athletics, Education Enrichment, 4-H, Gospelcise, Instructional Basketball, Spiritual Development, their Wellness Center, their Summer Camp, and Baseball.

Level THREE – International Cross Cultural 

· Here’s the challenge:  At least ONCE in your life – go on a MISSIONS TRIP!

· We’ve got 11 trips working this year

IMAG 22 – Dewings – Indian Reservation

You can spend a few days helping out at the Chippewa Indian reservation in Wisconsin

· Don and Teleka Dewing are our missionaries there –

· Teleka is the daughter of one of our oldtime couple members Harvey and Jessy Davids

IMAG 23 – Dr. Dee with Myanmar Orphans

Here’s one of the medical doctors in our congregation – Dr. Dee – 

· She’s taking care of an orphan she met on a recent missions trip to Myanmar

· Myanmar is a country located between India and Thailand, not far from Vietnam –

· There’s an orphanage we help underwrite in Myanmar

· But you don’t have to be a doctor – EVERYBODY’S needed!

IMAG 24 – China Team Serving Communion in Underground Church

Here are some Bethel Temple members who just a few weeks ago served communion to an underground church in CHINA!

IMAG 25 – Brian witnessing to Chinese girl

Here’s one of our staff members – Brian Kerney – sharing the good news of Jesus with a Chinese girl

· You could go THERE!

IMAG 26 – Marcel in Haiti

Or how about Haiti – one of the most poverty-stricken nations on earth

· Marcel and Lucy Louis are making a HUGE difference for Jesus there, through their school and feeding program

· This is where those eyeglasses are going!

· Judy and I have made this trip – it’s a real life-changer

And that’s what it’s all about – changed lives

· Because it doesn’t just change the lives of the people you SHARE the Good News with…

· It changes YOUR life, when you SHARE the love of Jesus!

Last Monday night, I was upset that I missed seeing my Colts make the greatest comeback in NFL history

· But, here’s the deal:
· That was just a football game

· But today, we’ve been talking about what REALLY matters

· A thousand years from now, the Colts-Tampa Bay football game won’t have any meaning whatsoever

· A thousand years from now, the only thing that will matter to ANYBODY now living – 

· Will be whether or not they put their faith in Jesus Christ during the handful of days they spent on this earth!

Who will be heaven because of you?

· John Kizlin can lay his head on his pillow tonight knowing he has not lived in vain!  

· He stayed with it for 15 years, until his customer Steve Polley finally tried church – and ended up putting his faith in Christ

How about you?

· Let’s get out there and share the GOOD NEWS!

Bow heads
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