THE OFFER NOBODY CAN REFUSE
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Today we’re laying down a challenge:  

· Get out your gym shoes…
· Pull on a pair of jeans
· Throw on a T-shirt and –
“Get In The Game!”

How do you do that?

· By making the people around you “THE OFFER NOBODY CAN REFUSE!”

It’s called, “the Godfather offer” – “I made him an offer he couldn’t refuse”

· it’s been picked up big time by almost anybody who’s trying to sell anything 

· If you get on Internet, go to Google search engine and type in: “offer can’t refuse” 

· You’ll get more than 662,000 hits

Speaking of which:  Have you ever received one of these offers?

1. You’re a WINNER!  So many free days and nights in beautiful wherever…”

· Raise your hand if you ever got one of those offers!

· All you have to do is take a one-hour tour…latest version is the fine print – if they don’t think you were “sincere” when you take the tour or “financially able to purchase” what they’re selling, they can charge you full price – on the credit you gave them “just as a formality”

2.  Send this letter or E-mail to 5 or more people. Immediately send $1 to each person listed below.  Add your name at the bottom. Follow the simple instructions EXACTLY, and in less than three months you should receive MORE THAN $800,000.00 IN COLD HARD CASH! 

· Raise your hand if you ever got one of those offers!

· Chain letter – illegal…generally, only the people listed below BEFORE you get any money

3. You get a letter or E-mail from a stranger in another country – broken English, often South Africa – who tells you he has millions of dollars stored in a bank somewhere, but can't access because of legal restrictions. He'll split the money with you if you help him get it out of the country.  

· Raise your hand if you ever got one of those offers!

· What do they want?  Access to your back account.  Once you've initiated contact with these scammers, they will stop at nothing to get what they're after.  They will harrass, threaten, and have even used physical force to achieve their means. This is not a game, it is very serious. If it sounds like a scam, treat it like what it is: a crime. Report it immediately.

What are they trying to do?  

· They’re trying to make us an offer we can’t refuse!

· When it comes to offers like these – you’d BETTER refuse them!

But there is a LEGITIMATE offer out there that’s almost impossible to refuse…

· Take Bibles and turn to Galatians 5:13 [p.826…Zchurch virtual Bible]

What is the offer almost nobody can refuse?

· To be served in love!

In fact – what’s the memory verse we’ve been focusing on all week?  Let’s say together:

· 1 Corinthians 16:14, “Do everything in love” 

ESPECIALLY powerful when it comes to service

· What’s “THE GAME” we’re challenging each other to get in, this morning?

· It’s straight out of the Bible:  “Serve one another in love!”

Notes:

#1 – THE BEST WAY TO SERVE IS NO-STRINGS-ATTACHED
Luke 6:34

“…if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' lend to 'sinners,' expecting to be repaid in full.”

IMAG 01 – Fisherman and Fish

Almost every service you get offered in this old world today works like this:

· I’ll FEED you…if you don’t mind the HOOK in the food and the STRING attached!

What does it mean to serve people with no-strings-attached?

· No hidden agendas, no politics, expecting nothing in return, no waiting for the other shoe to drop

Like the kid who says, “Hey, Mom!  You sure look lovely today!  Oh – and did you notice?  I emptied the dishwasher for you!”  

· What’s she going to ask? 

· “What do you want?”

Dare to do something for somebody else with no strings attached!

· Try not to say, “You OWE me one!”

· When you serve somebody and they say, “I OWE you one!”

· Say, “No, you don’t – that was FREE – no strings attached!”

It’s all about SERVING people…

· Not USING them

· That’s such a low way to live

· Sooner or later everybody can tell the difference, anyway

· Does everybody do it?  Yeah, just about

· That’s why it sends such a powerful message when you decide to be the exception and serve with NO STRINGS ATTACHED!

· Let’s challenge each other to step up higher, and – 

“Get In The Game!”
Notes:

#2 – GET IN THE GAME FOR GOD!

Colossians 3:23

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men…”

IMAG 02 – Doing it for God

How can you tell when you’re REALLY doing it for God?

· Three tips:

1.  You don’t feel you have to TELL anybody about it – before,       

     during or after!



2.  If no one says, “Thank you,” you can SHRUG IT OFF



3.  If your service backfires, it doesn’t keep you from    

                          serving again

If you habitually serve in order to get something back from people

· You are going to get your heart broken
· You are going to end up BITTER

· And eventually you’ll quit serving altogether – which turns you into a stagnant pond – nothing going in, nothing going out

I challenge you to break FREE of service for lesser things!

· Do it for GOD!

· And – 

“Get In The Game!”
Notes:
#3 – WHEN PLEASING GOD IS MY MOTIVE THE QUALITY OF MY SERVICE GOES THROUGH THE ROOF

1 John 3:21-22

“Dear friends…we have confidence before God and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases him.”

IMAG 03 – Inside Signature Bible Gatefolds
Would you agree that The Signature Bible is one of the most unique and beautiful books you’ve ever seen?

· Let me tell you why – HUGE number of people VOLUNTEERED their gifts, talents and abilities for God:

· On the cover alone:

· Jon and Stacie Jacobs…Mark and Bonny Warner…Mike Bartholomew

In so many places you volunteer, everybody says, “Oh, well, that’s good enough – it’s not like I’m getting PAID!”

· But that’s not the way it is when you’re doing it for God!

· Everywhere you look around here, you find incredible excellence of service

· Why?

· Because God’s watching!

· He knows when you’re giving your best

· He knows what you’re capable of

Not only that – He enables you to do things you’ve never done before

· I guarantee you –

· When you do it for God, the day will come when you step back and say –

· “I didn’t know I had that IN me!”

When your whole purpose is to please God with your service –

· You are inspired to take your service to a whole new level

· Take the challenge to kick it up a notch, and – 

“Get In The Game!”
Notes:
#4 – SERVING GOD ALONGSIDE OTHERS CREATES AN ETERNAL BOND
Romans 16:3-4

“Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus. They risked their lives for me. Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them.”

IMAG 04 – Rocket for Jesus

Let’s say Linda Bower in the Children’s Ministry asks you to get a group of guys together and build a rocket…

· Is a rocket all you get to build?

· No!  You’re building that rocket for JESUS!

· And in the process…you have the opportunity to build some friendships that won’t end with this earth!

Last year Judy and I took a turn serving in the Fall Festival Missions Booth…

· They put me next to a man I had never met.  He and I had a great time together.  I served him and he served me – anything I asked for, he gave…and I tried to do the same.  Later I found out he is one of the top attorneys in Evansville.  And there he was, serving humbly, not blowing his own horn, helping flip hamburgers so missionaries can keep sharing the good news of Jesus around the world.  It’s a year later and he and I still have a special bond because we flipped hamburgers together.  Much stronger than it would have been if we had only been introduced in the church hallway
BTW…we’re learning that one of the greatest ways to serve alongside each other is with our small groups

· If you’re not yet in a 40 Days of Promise Small Group – it’s not too late to get in!  

· Just a few days ago, had new person join our Zgroup – a non-Christian

· We’ll call her Connie – 

· I got her permission to share this with you:

Let me share with you a portion of some of her E-mails to us – look at the progression, what God is doing in her life:

· For most of my life, I had to see it to believe it.  I used to be an Agnostic, if not Atheist.  

· Last week I said that I believed that Jesus, Moses, Buddha, Bahaulla, etc. were all incarnations of God.  So to tell you the truth, I think I am in a transitional period in my life right now (as I am sure that is apparent).

· Do you believe in fate -- or maybe God's plan as some would call it? For almost four years straight, I drove by Bethel Temple on the way to work..  Every time I drove by I noticed the peaceful verse on the building that says (I hope I get this right) "Come unto me...I will give you rest."  On a couple of occasions I can remember being under so much distress (my stressful job, relationships...etc.), I just thought if only that were true and I would start crying.   But I am starting to believe that maybe it is true.  

· I am finding the Signature Bible to be very worthwhile.  I am really enjoying the Signature Bible.  I think it is a good start for me.  I now know my 5 purposes in life.  I just finished day 3.  Actually, I have read each day twice.  I typed up the 5 purposes in life on my computer, printed them out and plan on carrying them around with me.  When I feel the need, then I can have access to them, without carrying the Bible around with me all the time.  

· Let me tell you a little story.  I have a friend named [I’ll call him Carl].  We became very good friends...did things two and three times a week...movies, lunch, etc.  He always tried to get me to accept Jesus into my life.  I felt like he was always preaching to me and I would get very defensive with him (because I felt like I was practicing the right religion for me at the time), but now after reading the Signature Bible, I realize he was doing what his heart and God told him to do.  I went to his apartment last night with some friends of ours and took the Signature Bible with me to show him.  I think he was really impressed.  I told him that I don't think I am a Christian quite yet (maybe I am a closet Christian...LOL), but I am searching, studying and trying.  

· I am thinking about asking Carl if he would like to go to church one Sunday with me to Bethel Temple (he isn't happy at the church he is going to currently, like myself).

· We plan to attend the Edge service next Sunday!  Will you be at that one? 

So it’s NOT too late to get in!

· Grab a Signature Bible

· Sign up today for a small group…

Don’t miss your opportunity to start building these kinds of friendships–

“Get In The Game!”
Notes:
#5– GOD REWARDS ME EVERY SINGLE TIME I SERVE OTHERS BECAUSE OF HIM
Ephesians 6:8

“…the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does…”

How many of you…back when you were a child…wanted a horse?
· How many of you GOT a horse?

THIS is what you wanted:

IMAG 05 – Girl With Horse

But THIS is what you GOT!

IMAG 06 – Child on Rocking Horse

God says there is a place…where dreams come true:

IMAG 07 – Man jumping horse

God DOES reward us here on this earth

· (Mark 10:29-30)  "I tell you the truth," Jesus replied, "no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel {30} will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields--and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life.

So SOMETIMES God rewards you on earth

· But your BIGGEST payoff is going to come in heaven

· (Psalms 17:14)  O LORD, by your hand save me from such men, from men of this world whose reward is in this life. You still the hunger of those you cherish; their sons have plenty, and they store up wealth for their children.

· (Matthew 16:27)  For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done.

When other people are really convinced you want to serve them with no strings attached…they can’t refuse.  

· How can you make such a reckless offer?  

· Because in reality, you’re real incentive is to serve God – 

· and He ALWAYS rewards those who serve in His Name.  

“Get In The Game!”
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