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Awarmwe cometo...

40 Days of Promise!”

sachurch, we have
experienced some
wonderful times

together. But
with all our hearts, Judy and | believe the next 40 days
could prove to be one of the most important seasons in
our church’s history.

Why? It's because we are going to focus on the Word
of God as never before. For years, we have studied and
taught and sung and preached and learned and loved and
walked God's Word together. Now we are going to do
something that | have recommended to you for years. We
are going to write God's Word together.

In so doing, you will actually create a Sgnature
Bible™— a portion of Scripture that is as individualized
as your signature, as personal as your fingerprint.

God told His servant John:

“Wkite this down, for these words are

trustworthy and true.”
—Revelation21:5



And that is exactly what we are going to do. As you will
soon discover in the pages that lie ahead, God made 5
promises to those who wrote out the sacred words of
Scripture. It isfrom these wonderful promises that 40
Days of Promise™ derivesits name.

But that’snot all. From the Bible and with the help of
Saddleback Pastor Rick Warren’s book The Purpose
Driven Life®, we have been |earning the wisdom of
ordering our lives according to God's 5 purposes, which
areto:

Wor ship —You Were Planned for God's Pleasure
Fellowship —You Were Formed for God's Family
Discipleship —You Were Created to Become Like Christ
Ministry —You Were Shaped for Serving God
Evangelism —You Were Made for aMission

We have identified key passages in the Bible that
power fully convey each of these 5 purposes. It is
these very Bible verses that we will be
writing out each day.

In so doing, we will discover firsthand how God's 5
promises equip and empower usto carry out His 5
purposes.

And there’'s more. For those of us who want to con-
tinue writing the Word after “40 Days’ isthrough, Part 2
of The Sgnature Bible~ makes that possible. If you like,
you may write out the entire, incomparable Book of
Romans. If that’s not enough, we have made availableto
you two more beloved books of the New Testament — an
additional 140 daysinwhichyou may joyfully immerse
yourself in God's Word.
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Coupled with the first 40 days, this will give usthe
opportunity to “do a180” in one or more specific goal
areas of our personal lives!

Thereisone more thing that makesthisjourney
together very special. Christian Fellowship Churchisone
of ahandful of churches that has been selected to
participate in 40 Days of Promise™ as a pilot program.

At the close of these 40 days, you will be given a
response form on which you will beinvited to share the
spiritual impact that writing out the Word has had on your
life. You will turn these formsin to usand wewill forward
your responses along to Rick Warren...as he prayerfully
considers offering this same experience to many other
churches throughout our nation and around the world.

Finally, pleaselet us encourage you to make these 40
daysaholy priority by doing thefollowing:

1. Set aside 5 minutes each day to spend in your
Sgnature Bible™

2. Memorizethe theme verse for each week.

3. Participate in aweekly 40 Days of Promise™ small
group.

4. Do your best to be present for each weekend
service.

5. Pray daily, asking God through His promisesto
fulfill Hispurposesfor your life...and in thelife of
our church.

With grateful anticipation,

o,

David Neidnagel
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“You know with all

your heart and soul that
not one of all the good
promises the LorD your

God gave you has failed.

Every

promise

has been fulfilled. ..

—Joshua 23:14



A Life-Changing
Journey

Week 1 Memory Verse

“You know with all your heart and soul that
not one of all the good promises the Lorp
your God gave you has failed. Every promise
has been fulfilled...”

—Joshua23:14



The Journey Begins

“The path of the righteous is like the first
gleam of dawn, shining ever brighter till the
full light of day.”

—Proverbs4:18

ou are about to embark on a spiritual adventure.
But please be prepared: It may not end here! Over
the course of the daysthat lie just ahead, you may

discover you have begun a unique walk with God that you
will choose to pursue for the rest of your life.

It All Begins with God’s Purposes

For the next 40 days, you are going to focus on
God's 5 purposes for your life. In fact, you are about to
discover exactly why God has put you on planet Earth.

14 The Signature Bible



A Life-Changing Journey

Most people stumble through life without aclue. They
get up...go to school or work...come home...work some
more...watch alittle TV...fall into bed...then get up the
next morning to start the same mind-numbing processall
over again.

But not you. Not after these 40 days.

L ess than six weeks from now you will be equipped to
get out of bed each morning with renewed purpose. You
will be prepared to go through each day knowing God's
clear direction for your life. At the end of the day, you
will be ableto look back and immediately determine how
close you cameto fulfilling your very reason for being.

But of course, it's one thing to discover God's 5
purposes for your life. It's quite another thing to act on
them.

Years ago, a young agriculture student stopped by to
visit afriend of hisfather’s who had worked the same
farm for 40 years. Eager to share what he had learned in
college, he asked the old man, “What would you say if |
could tell you how to increase your corn crop by 50%7

The old man chuckled softly and drawled, “ Son, |
don’t farm half as good as | know how already.”

Can you relate? If you' re like most people, your big-
gest challenge isn't alack of information. It's alackof
dedication.

Day 1 — The Journey Begins 15



40 Days of Promise! ™

Fortunately, God knowswe could all use alittle help.

“ .. for he knows how we are formed,
he remembers that we are dust.”
—Psadm 103:14

Wouldn't it bewonderful if somewhereintheBible
God provided us with an extra dose of consecration that
would enable us to overcome our human limitations? In
that case, we might find the necessary motivation to help
us reach our destination!

As amatter of fact, God has done exactly that. Not
only has He clearly revealed His 5 purposes for our lives,
but He has more than graciously equipped us to carry
them out. Christiansarefamiliar with many of the
wonderful ways God does this.

But thereis one...that may have escaped your
attention.

IVI any years ago, God came up with aplan. It
was so simple that anyone could do it. It was
aplan Heliked so well that He loaded it with Promise—5
promises, to be exact, in order to help His people fulfill
their 5 purposes.

The first person with whom God shared His plan was
Moses. God told Moses to give this plan as a gift to
every king of Isragl. It was not a mere suggestion for the
king to try, but acommand the king was to obey.
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A Life-Changing Journey

Why? When God brought His people out of Egypt to
become agreat nation, He knew it was absol utely essential
for Isragl to be ruled by righteous leaders. If they were
not, the whole country would follow their bad example
and force God to withdraw His favor from them.

God's solution wasto give Hisking asingle, very
specific task that he was to build into hislife each day.
It was abrilliantly ssimple practice designed by God to
take an ordinary human being and turn himinto agreat
man...oneday at atime

Thistask was something every king could do whether
he was young or old, average or gifted. The plan was
easy, it wasenjoyable...and it guaranteed theking adaily,
life-changing encounter with God.

God commanded each king to write out for
himself a portion of the Bible every day. He
was to keep this growing collection of
Sriptures with him...and read the Bible in
his own handwriting daily.

What could be ssmpler? What could be easier?
Tragically, it appearsthat many of Israel’skingsignored
God's plan. Over the years, it fell into disuse and
obscurity. For centuries, few of God's people even heard
of thislife-changing practice.

But when God sent His only Son into the world,
everything changed. Because of our faith in Jesus through
His death, burial and resurrection, each of uswas given
direct access to God.

Day 1 — The Journey Begins 17



40 Days of Promise! ™

We are no longer a nation of commoners led by one
all-too-human, often disobedient king. God’'s Word says:

“ But you are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare the
praises of himwho called you out of

darkness into his wonderful light.”
—1 Peter 2.9

Isn’t that amazing? Those who have put their trust in
Christ are a“roya” priesthood. We're royalty! As
members of God's royal family, what was once God's
life-changing gift to Hiskings...isnow oursto enjoy.

“For everything that was written in the past

was written to teach us...”
—Romans15:4

After al these years, The Sgnature Bible™ has been
designed to capture the purity, power and promise of this
ancient gift of God...in order to reverently placeitinthe
hands of His people.

5 Purposes.
5 Promises.

One Plan.

18 The Signature Bible



A Life-Changing Journey

40 Days of Promise! ™

Day 1

Key Verse: “ Do not merely listen to the word and so deceive
yourselves. Do what it says.” —James 1:22

Key Thought:
Do what you know to do.

Key Questions:
Do really want to deepen my walk with God? Am | willing
to spend five minutes aday in my Sgnature Bible™
for thenext 40 days?If so...at what time each day?*

1f you have not yet begun your personal journey with Jesus, you are
warmly invited to pray the prayer found on page 384 —the last page of your
Sgnature Bible™.

Day 1 — The Journey Begins 19



Loving God
and Each Other

“ But the plans of the Lorp stand firm forever, the
purposes of his heart through all generations.”

—Psadm 33:11

“1 cry out to God Most High, to God, who fulfills his
purpose for me.”

—Psam57:2

life lived without purpose isameaninglesslife.
A A lifelived for the wrong purposeisadisfigured
life. Alifelived for anything lessthan God's
purpose is a squandered life.
If you are going to become everything Jesus created

you to be, you must discover God’'s 5 purposes for your
life.
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A Life-Changing Journey

In our day, there is probably no one who can help you
makethat discovery more effectively than Rick Warren,

g\ Senior Pastor of Saddleback Church in Lake
‘@ Forest, California. He hasmadeit hislife's
work to understand God's 5 purposes and
share them with countless numbers of

people around the world.

If you have not aready done so, we
strongly urge you to purchase and read his
bestselling book The Purpose DrivenLife® published by
Zondervan. God will useit to changeyour life.

Today, let’s begin by taking a brief, but exciting ook
at your first two purposes, Worship and Fellowship:

Purpose #1 - Worship

Your first purposeisto worship God with every fiber
of your being.

“ Through Jesus...let us continually offer

to God a sacrifice of praise...”
—Hebrews13:15

What does it mean to praise and worship God? One
church leader put it thisway:

Worship is
Understanding who you are...
Understanding who God is...

And responding appropriately.

Day 2 - Loving God and Each Other 21



40 Days of Promise! ™

Accordingly, there are countless ways to worship God.
Herearejust afew:

1.

o

Schedule meaningful time alonewith Him each day.

. Tell Him how great you think Heis.
. Sing songsto Him.

2
3
4.
5

Give Himyour total attention.

. Find out what He wants you to do and do it with all

your might.
Brag about Him to other people.

L ove Him passionately with all your heart, soul,
mind and strength.

Psadm 145:2...2Psdm 31:19...3James5:13.. .*Psadm 141:8
5John 14:15...Ecclesiastes 9:10...5Psalm 26:12..."Mark 12:30

Purpose #2 - Fellowship

Your second purposeisto livethelife of love that can
be found only in the family of God. The apostle Peter
encourages Christiansto:

“ ...love one another deeply, from the heart.”
—1 Peter 1:22

What afar cry from the stiff, distant relationships some
of us settle for! Here arejust afew of the wayswe can
break through into true, Biblical fellowship:

22
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A Life-Changing Journey

Spend time with one another.

Study God's Word together.

Be accountable to one another.

Worship together regularly and often.

Be sensitive and responsive to one another’s needs.

Lovingly tell one another the truth.

N o o &~ w Dd P

Treat one another the way you would like to be
treated.

1ACts2:46...°Acts17:11.. .*Matthew 18:15-17...*Hebrews 10:25
SActs4:32...°Ephesians 4:15..."Matthew 7:12

Day 2

Key Verse: “ ‘Because your heart was responsive and you
humbled yourself...| have heard you.’ declares the Lord.”
—2Kings22:19

Key Thought:
Worship flowsfrom aheart of humility.

Key Question:
Do | know Godwell enough to worship Himinaway
that will be meaningful to Him?

Day 2 - Loving God and Each Other 23



Making A Difference

“ Jesus said to them, ‘My Father is always at his work to
this very day, and |, too, am working.” ”

—John5:17

into a pond. He picks up alarge rock and heaves
it into the water...but it sinks without making so
much as a ripple.

While you are till trying to figure out how such a big
rock failed to disturb the surface of the water, the same
man picks up atiny pebble and tosses it into the pond.
The huge splash not only drenches both of you but sends
a wave rushing across the pond that slaps against the
bank on all sides.

Like the big rock, some people look big and
important but actually accomplish nothing that truly
matters while they are on earth. Others, like the tiny
pebble, may be overlooked at first...but discover along
the way how to make an impact that will continue to
splash heaven’'s shores throughout eternity.

24 The Signature Bible
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A Life-Changing Journey

Yesterday we focused on the first two purposes of your
life. Today we look at your next three purposes. Taken
together, they show you how to create the kind of wave
that can make ahuge eternal differencewith your life:

Purpose #3 — Discipleship

Your third purpose isto become more like Jesusin
everything you think, say and do. Make it your joy and
delight to:

“...grow in the grace and knowledge of our

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ...”
—2 Peter 3:18

Growing in Christ is a constant adventure. There’'s no
stopping place in Him, no time when you're ever stuck
with the thoughts, “Been there...donethat.” Herearea
handful of keysyou can useto accelerate your spiritual
growth:

1. Put God ahead of everything and everyone else.
. Spend time each day in God's Word.
. Pray frequently and often.

. Alwaysremember that you are acitizen of heaven.

2
3
4. Disciplineyour mind, making it obedient to Christ.
5
6. Stay focused on Jesus.

7

. Surrender yourself to the will of God.

Matthew 6:33...2J0ob 23:12...31 Thessalonians 5:17
42 Corinthians 10:5...5Philippians 3:20...°Hebrews 12:2..."Hebrews 12:9

Day 3 - Making A Difference 25



40 Days of Promise! ™
Purpose #4 - Ministry

Your fourth purposeisto minister out of a heart
overflowing with gratitude because of all God has done
for you.

“ For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance
for usto do.”

—Ephesians2:10

God has assigned a specific set of tasks just for you!
Hereare somegreat Biblical principlesthat will helpyou
take your assignment from God to awhole new level:

1. Take inventory of what you have and
offer it to God.

2. Bediligent and faithful in everything you
do for the Lord.

3. Bewilling to make sacrificesfor your
Savior.

4. Make it your aim to please God, not to
receive praise from others.

5. Increase your effectiveness by
developing the gifts God has given you.

6. Serve God with your whole heart.

7. Never let your limitationsblind you to
what God can do through you.

11 Peter 4:10...21 Corinthians4:2...°Romans 12:1...*Matthew 6:1
SMatthew 25:14-30...°Romans 1:9...71 Corinthians 1:26-29
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A Life-Changing Journey

Purpose #5 - Evangelism

Thisamazing new life you have found in Christ isway
too good to keep to yourself. You just can’'t help
yourself! You've got to:

“Go into all the world and preach the good
news to all creation.”
—Mark 16:15

Sharing your faith is one of the most rewarding things
you will ever do. Here are some Scriptural nuggets that
will help you becomeincreasingly effective:

1.

Relax and enjoy the experience of sharing your
faith. God is the one who does the saving.

Don’'t rule anyone out. You will never meet anyone
who is too sinful for Jesus to save.

Witnessingisn't selling. It'ssimply sharing with
people the good news of their appointment for
eterndl life.

Satan will fight you when you witness, but God will
enable you to overcome every obstacle.

Don’'t give up! Sooner or later, everybody on the
side of truth listens to Jesus.

God never asks you to be obnoxious while sharing
your faith. The most effective way to witnessis
with gentleness and respect.

If you keep telling people about Jesus, one day you
will shinelikethe stars, forever and ever!

12 Corinthians 5:18...John 6:44...2Romans 4:5...%Acts 13:48...%1 John 4:4

5John 18:37...%1 Peter 3:15..."Daniel 12:3

Day 3 - Making A Difference 27



40 Days of Promise! ™

And that's it! These are your purposes — your reason
for being on this earth. Every truth in the Bible pointsto at
least one of these 5 purposes.

On Day 8, you will take pen in hand and begin writing
out some of the Bible's most thrilling passages — words
that will that inspire you to devote your life to Worship,
Fellowship, Discipleship, Ministry and Evangelism. As
you form each letter and word, you will actually beginto
experiencethelr life-changing power firsthand.

Between now and then, resolve not to throw away
your one and only life. Liveit on purpose.

Day 3

Key Verse: “...we cannot help speaking about what we
have seen and heard.” -Acts 4:20

Key Thought:
The more precious my relationship with Christ becomes
tome...the marel long to share Him with others.

Key Question:
Do | automatically look for every God-given opportunity
to sharemy faith?

28 The Signature Bible



An Incomparable
EXperience

“Then the Lorp said to Maoses, ‘Write

down these words...” ”
—Exodus34:27

“Thoughts disentangl e themselves when they
pass through your fingertips.”

— Dawson Trotman

in 40 books of the Bible. On 34 occasions, the
Bible records that God Himself wrote down His
own Word.

But here’'sthereal eye-opener: No lessthan 26 timesin
the Bible, God commands His people to write down His
Word. Clearly, thisisarecurring Scriptural theme that
deserves our fascinated attention.

Still...of al thetimesin the Bible when God told one
of His servantsto write out His Word, none is so striking
as Hiscommand to every king of Israel:

T he Bible mentions God' s written Word 294 times

Day 4 - An Incomparable Experience 29



40 Days of Promise! ™

“When he takes the throne of his kingdom,
heisto write for himself on a scroll a copy
of this law, taken from that of the priests,
who are Levites. It isto be with him, and he

iIsto read it all the days of hislife...”
—Deuteronomy 17:18-19

Why would God command every
king to write out the Word?

Kings are busy. Before the printing press was invented,
that’s what scribes were for. At first glance, this sounds
like ajob that ought to be delegated, like we do to Bible
publishers today.

But then comes a more perceptive question: “Is there
something that occurs when you write out the Bible for
yourself that happensin no other way?’

Could it bethat writing out the Bible and regularly
reading it in your own handwriting causes God's Word to
become part of you in away not possible through any
other means?

Asit turnsout, that is precisely the case. First of all,
research shows that you are seven times more likely to
remember something if you writeit down.! That initself
would be enough to inspire most of us to give serious
consideration to thisancient Biblical practice.

But there’'s more. So much more.

Howe, Michael J. “Using students' notes to examine the role of the
individual learner in acquiring meaningful subject matter,” Journal of
Educational Research, 64 (2), October 1970, pp. 61-63.
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A Life-Changing Journey

What can | expect when | begin
writing out the Word?

As the Word of God begins to flow from your eyes,
through your brain, down your arm, into your pen and
onto the page, you may begin to think to yourself, “This
must be something like what the prophets felt, asthey
penned sacred Scripture for the very first time.” Don’'t be
surprised if you get goose bumps.

More than that, the entire process will slow you down
to arichly absorptive pace that will enable you to at least
double your understanding of God's Word. Why?
Because of what is necessary in the copying process.

First, you will read aloud the phrase you are about to
copy. Thenyou will mentally read over it again asyou
write, often glancing back and forth, to make sure you
haveit |etter perfect.

The act of retaining each phrase in your mind long
enough to accurately writeit will “groove” itinto your
brain differently and more deeply than if you had merely
allowed your eyesto fly across the page.

In addition, there isthe physical motion that goes along
with writing anything out by hand. You will beliterally
forming the Word of God, stroke by stroke, letter by
letter, word by word, phrase by phrase, verse by verse.

Unlike what often happens when you merely read your
Bible, your mind will seldom wander. The very act of
recording God's own words will focus you on their
meaning as never before.

Day 4 - An Incomparable Experience 31



40 Days of Promise! ™

Taken together, all of thesefactorssignificantly increase
your ability to internalize the Word of God. Let's see
why.

Which Kind of Learner Are You?

Education professionals tell usthere are 3 kinds of
learners:
1. Visua —those of uswho haveto seeit
2. Auditory — those of us who need to hear it
3. Tactile/kinesthetic — those of uswho are
hands-on, who learn by doing

Thisisimportant because it explains why some of us
do better than othersinformal learning situations:

e Auditory learnerstend to do very well inthe
average church or classroom, which relies heavily
on the spoken word.

e \isual learners do somewhat less well, unless the
pastor or teacher makes heavy use of visua aids.

o Unlessthey take notes, tactile/kinesthetic learners
do not do aswell in the typical church or
classroom.

Of course, God created all three kinds of learners! So
it's not surprising that the plan He designed for writing out
the Word suitsus all:

1. If you arean auditory learner, you will hear the
Word as you spesK it.

2. If youareavisual learner, youwill seethe
Word as you write it.
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A Life-Changing Journey

3. If you areatactile/kinesthetic learner, you will
come alive as you actually form God's Word
with your hands.

So whether you're a CEO, a salesman, a homemaker
or amechanic, writing out the Word is perfectly suited for
you. Of course, while each of ushasaprimary learning
style, most of us are aided by the other two styles as well.

For maximum impact on each person, therefore,
educatorstell ustheideal learning environment isonethat
simultaneously employsall threelearning styles.

And that isexactly what will begin happening for you
on Day 8 in your Sgnature Bible.™

Day 4

Key Verse: “We have different gifts, according
tothegracegivenus.” —Romans12:6

Key Thought:
God hasmade mewho | amtofulfill the assignment
Hehasgivenme.

Key Questions:
What ismy primary learning style? When | communicate
with others, do | takeinto consideration that their learning
styles may be very different from mine?
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A Total Sensory
EXxperience

“Thereis no one holy like the Lorp; thereis no one

besides you; there is no Rock like our God.”
—1 Samuel 2:2

“You haven't really thought about them

unless you have written them down.”
—Rick Warren

hen you write the Word, it will enhance your
W experience if you read each phrase aloud, as

you write. But your sense of hearing isnot al
that will beinvolved. Writing out the Word hasthe
potential to captivate all five of your senses, creating a
total sensory experience.

Of course, you will be seeing the Word as you write,

In addition, you will be feeling the Word asit flows
through your fingertips onto paper. You will even be
tasting the word as you spesak it, perhaps for the first time
identifying with the exuberance of the Psalmist:

How sweet are your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!
—Psalm 119:103
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A Life-Changing Journey

Nor will your sense of smell be untouched. As your
understanding of Christ through HisWord increases by
leaps and bounds, your nostrilswill becomefilled with

“...the fragrance of the knowledge of him.”
—2 Corinthians 2:14

If you are like others who have begun writing out the
Word, the cumulative impact of thissimple planwill leave
you in awe. You will feel connected to Almighty Godina
way that you have never known before. Infact, thelevel
of intimacy and closeness you will share with God may
overwhelmyou.

Why all of thisfrom merely writing words on paper?
Perhaps thisis the reason:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was

with God, and the Wbrd was God.”
—John1:1

God doesn't just speak words. He is the Word. And of
course, that changes everything. You are no longer writing
mere words. You are writing...the Word. It won't be
“words” flowing through you asyou write. It will be The
Word...God Himself.

Asaresult, if you are one of those who has always
had to force himself to read the Bible out of a sense of
duty, you'rein for arare spiritual treat. You may discover
that you no longer want to hurry through your daily time
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inthe Word. Instead, you may beincreasingly reluctant to
stop — and eager for tomorrow to arrive so you can expe-
rienceyour Heavenly Father inthisintimate way again.

Thereisat |east one additional principle God may have
had in mind when He commanded His kingsto read their
handwritten copy of the Bible each day: When you read
something in your handwriting, you are less likely to
resist it and more likely to accept it as your own.

The thing that may shock you the most is how much
you have been missing by merely reading your Bible.

With such powerful incentives as these working for
you, you may find yourself unable to stop writing out the
Word at the close of these first 40 Days. That’'s why
we' veincluded an additional 140 days of Scripturein Part
2 of your Sgnature Bible.™

Don’t Miss Your Miracle

Nearly 3,000 years ago, aman named Naaman was
commander of the army of the king of Aram. Theking
highly regarded him asavaliant soldier and agreat man.
But Naaman was plagued by aterrible disease known as
“leprosy.”

In2Kings5, the Bibletells usthat ayoung Jewish
servant girl felt compassion for her master and told
Naaman'swife:

“...If only my master would see the prophet
who isin Samarial He would cure him of

his leprosy.”
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Desperate, Naaman journeyed to Samaria, to ask the
prophet Elishato appeal to God on his behalf. But he
was stunned when Elisha sent amessenger to him with
theseinstructions:

“...Go, wash yourself seven timesin the
Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and
you will be cleansed.”

Naaman was furious.

“...I thought that he would surely come out
to me and stand and call on the name of the
Lorp his God, wave his hand over the spot
and cure me of my leprosy. Are not...the
rivers of Damascus better than any of the
waters of Israel? Couldn’'t | wash in them
and be cleansed?...”

So Naaman turned and went off in arage. But his
servants approached him with extraordinary tact:

“ ..My father, if the prophet had told you
to do some great thing, would you not have
done it? How much more, then, when he
tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed!” ”

With no other hope in sight to be healed of hisleprosy,
Naaman swallowed his pride and heeded his servants
advice.

“ S0 he went down and dipped himself in
the Jordan seven times, as the man of God
had told him, and his flesh was restored and
became clean like that of a young boy.”

Day 5 — A Total Sensory Experience 37



40 Days of Promise! ™

Naaman came that close to missing hismiracle.

God's way was too simple. It didn’t make sense. It
offended the great man’sintellect. Instead of requiring
some magnificent deed that few men could perform, God
asked of him something that anyone could do.

The paralel to Naaman'sexperienceisstriking, isn't it?
At first glance, God's plan of writing out the Word may
seem too simple. It may not make sense. It may offend
your intellect. Instead of requiring some magnificent deed
that few people could perform, God has given you
something that anyone can do.

But consider this: God seldom puts His choicest gifts
on the top shelf, where few can reach. He almost always
places them on the bottom shelf, where everyone can
reach.

God is seldom interested in how high we can climb.
He'sfar more interested in our willingness to bow.

Areyou willing to bow asyou lift thissimple gift from
the bottom shelf?

Don’t missyour miracle.

Day 5

Key Verse: “Asthe heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts
than your thoughts.” —lsaiah 55:9

Key Thought:
God gave me 5 sensesto experience HisWord
in 5 completely different waysto help meachieve
His 5 purposesfor meon thisearth.

Key Questions:

How hardisit for meto obey God when Hiscommand doesn’t make
sensetome?Am| willing to trust God at such times, believing Hewill
blessmein countlesswaysthat go beyond
my comprehension?

38 The Signature Bible ™



Empowered by God'’s
Promises

“It isto be with him, and heisto read it all the days of
his life so that he may learn to revere the Lorp his God
and follow carefully all the words of this law and these
decrees and not consider himself better than his brothers
and turn from the law to the right or to the left. Then he
and his descendants will reign a long time over his
kingdom in Isra€l.”
—Deuteronomy 17:19-20

“We remember what we record.”
—Rick Warren

king of Israel who dared to write out His

I I ere are the five promises God made to every
Word each day:

1. Hewould learn to reverethe Lorb.

2. Hewould learntofollow carefully all the words
he had written.

3. Hewould learn to not consider himself better than
his brothers.

4. He would not turn from God’'s Word.

5. He and his descendants would reign along time.
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To get at their essence, each of these promises can be
summed up in asingleword:

REVERENCE
OBEDIENCE
HUMILITY
CONSISTENCY
SUCCESS

agrwdE

What man or woman of God wouldn’t want these five
amazing promises operating in hisor her life?1sn’'t God
good? Isn't He generous? Yes, Heis.

But God is also strategic. He never does anything by
accident. Whatever God does...He does on purpose.

Now comesthe exciting part:

Each of God’s 5 promises equips
you to fulfill your 5 purposes

Let'stake arevealing look at how writing out God's
Word each day will equip you to fulfill God's purposes
for your life to agreater degree than ever before.

Purpose #1 —-WORSHIP
God's Promise: REVERENCE

Aswriting out the Word teaches you to revere God,
you will find yourself able to worship Him with apurity of
spirit you never thought possible:

“You who fear the Lorp, praise him! All you
descendants of Jacob, honor him! Revere him, all you

descendants of Israel!”
—Psam22:23
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A Life-Changing Journey
Purpose#2 - FELLOWSHIP
God's Promise: OBEDIENCE

The obedience you learn from writing out God’'s Word
will enable you to love God and His people as never
before:

“The entire law is summed up in a single

command: Love your neighbor as yourself.”
—Galaians5:14

Purpose#3 —DISCIPLESHIP

God's Promise: CONSISTENCY

Few things will speed you along on your journey of
Christian discipleship quite like staying consistent in your
day-by-day walk with God:

“...If anyone would come after me, he must
deny himself and take up his cross daily and

follow me.”
—Luke9:23

Purpose#4—MINISTRY

God's Promisec HUMILITY

Writing out the Word will equip you to minister to
othersinaspirit of Christ-like humility:

“Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also should wash one
another’s feet.”
—John 13:14
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Purpose#5 — EVANGEL | SM
God’'s Promise: SUCCESS

Some people equate the word, “success’ with things
like wealth and fame. But although these can be blessings
from God, not everyone who iswealthy and famousis
successful at life. The kind of success God givesis
uniquely designed to provide you with a platform from
which to tell others about Jesus who has done such
wonderful thingsfor you:

“...Always be prepared to give an answer
to everyone who asks you to give the reason

for the hope that you have...”
—1Peter 3:15

So...areyou ready to experience al of thisfor
yourself?

On Day 8 you will begin to write out God’'s Word as
you immerse yourself in your first purpose: “Worship.”

Day 6

Key Verse: “...0 great and powerful God...great are your
purposes and mighty are your deeds. Your eyes are open to
all the ways of men; you reward everyone according to his

conduct and as his deeds deserve.”  —Jeremiah 32:18-19

Key Thought:
God poursout His promises on peoplewho are
devoted to His purposes.

Key Question:
What am | doing with my lifethat qualifiesfor God'sreward?
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Becoming a Writer
of the Light™

“ The commands of the Lorp are radiant,
giving light to the eyes.”
—Psdm19:8
“They are not just idle words for you —

they are your life.”
—Deuteronomy 32:47

do. You are not about to carve out five precious

minutes of your day to copy down a collection of
helpful thoughts. Rather, you are about to take penin
hand and form the very words that come directly from the
mouth of God.

You are about to become a Writer of the Light.™

I tisvital that you understand what you are about to

The words of God are like no other words in the
universe. They haveindescribable power:

“...s0 is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will
not return to me empty, but will accomplish what | desire

and achieve the purpose for which | sent it.”
—saiah55:11

If you thoughtlessly scrawl out these Scripturesin a
breathless race to finish quickly so you can get on with
your day...your lifewill still beimmeasurably enriched.
The Word of God is that powerful.
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But if you approach writing out the Word each day
with reverence and awe...with open heart and surrendered

spirit...God will unearth for you hidden treasures of which
you have only dreamed.

What does it mean to become a Writer of the Light?™
It beginswith the Author of the Bible Himself:

“This is the message we have heard from
him and declare to you: God islight; in him
there is no darkness at all.”
—1John 1:5

Jesus boldly declared:

“...I amthe light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness, but
will have the light of life.”

—John 8:12

Because God Himself isLight, Light isthe language
He speaks:

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light
for my path.”
—Psalm119:105

When you write the words that come from the mouth
of God, you are writing the language of Light:

“ For these commands are a lamp, this
teaching is a light...”
—Proverbs6:23
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A Life-Changing Journey

Why isit such ajoy for you as a Christian to Write the
Light?™ Because you arewriting your native language!
Jesus calls those who have placed their trust in Him:

“People of thelight”!

“Sons of the light”2
“LightintheLord"?

“Children of thelight”4
“Saintsin the kingdom of light”®

Nor isthat all. Our God Who livesin “unapproachable
light”® lovingly commands usto:

“wakinthelight”’

“liveinthefruit of thelight”®

“walk in thelight of your presence’®

and commends the person who loves his brother
asonewho, “livesin thelight”

1L uke 16:8...2John 12:35-36...1 Thessalonians 5:5...°Ephesians 5:8
“Ephesians5:8...5Colossians 1:12...%1 Timothy 6:16...71 John 1.7
8Ephesians5:9...°Psaim 89:15...1°1 John 2:10
Would it surprise you to learn that, in the power of His
light, God is able to provide you with spiritual protection?
It'strue:

“...let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the

armor of light.”
—Romans13:12

Asyou write the words of Holy Scripture, imagine that
abrilliant shaft of light from heaven is bathing the page
beforeyou, illuminating every letter...every word...every
thought.
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Then by faith realize that thisis not your imagination.
Intheinvisiblerealm of the Spirit, thisisprecisely what is
happening:

“The Lorp is God, and he has made his
light shine upon us...The unfolding of your
words gives light...in your light

we see light.”
—Psalm 118:27; Psalm 119:130; Psdlm 36:9

Now, hold on to your seat and get ready for some
exquisite confirmation. Remember that versein 1 Peter
that gave you the right as a member of God's “royal
priesthood” to appropriate for yourself this gift God gave
to Hiskings? Please note the last three words of that
verse:

“ But you are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to
God, that you may declare the praises of himwho
called you out of darkness into
his wonderful light.”
—1 Peter 2:9

Wow.

“...Let the light of your face shine upon
us,O Lorp.”
—Psalm4:6

Unlikethe gifted Thomas Kinkade, we can’'t all be
Painters of Light.® But beginning tomorrow, by the grace
of God...you can become a Writer of the Light.™
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A Life-Changing Journey

Day 7

Key Verse: “My heart is stirred by a noble theme
as | recite my verses for the king; my tongue is the
pen of a skillful writer.” _~Psalm45:1

K ey Thought:
I’m never too old to experience something new for Christ.

Key Question:

Am | willing to approach writing out the Word each day with
reverence and awe...with open heart and surrendered spirit?
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“Through Jesus. . .

let us continually
offer to God

asacrifice of praise.”

—Hebrews 13:15



Purpose #1:

Worship
Praising God

Week 2 Memory Verse

“Through Jesus.. let us continually offer to
God a sacrifice of praise...”

—Hebrews 13:15



Worshiping God
for His Mighty Acts

“...Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and
honor and power and strength be to our God for ever

and ever. Amen!”
—Revelation 7:12

“Bringing enjoyment to God, living for His pleasure,
isthe first purpose of your life.”
—Rick Warren

hisisthe day. You' re about to begin. But first, here
arethreetried and truetips from the Bible that will
help you get the most out of this one-of-a-kind experi-

o #1 — Pray

ach day before you write, ask God to show you the

truthsin His Word that until now you may have
overlooked. Here's a prayer taken directly from Scripture
that you may choose to pray:

“ Father, open my eyes, that | may see
wonderful things in your law.! Jesus, open
my mind so that | can understand the
Scriptures.? Holy Spirit, teach me all things
and remind me of everything | now receive
from You.*”

1Psalm 119:18...2Luke 24:45.. 2 John 14:26
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#2 — Speak

eep in mind that one of your goalsisto build your

faith alittle more each day. Therefore, be sureto
say each phrase out loud, as you write. Aswe said ear-
lier, God's Word declares:

“...faith comes from hearing the message...”
—Romans10:17

#3 — Act

t the close of each session, ask God to show you

how to make the truths you have just written be-
come part of your very life...so that you will honor Him in
al you think, say and do.

“ Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive

yourselves. Do what it says.”
—James1:22

Areyou ready for God to do something very special
inyour life?
e Take a moment to pray.
e Get ready to speak God's Word.
e Prepare your heart to act on what God is about to
show you.

Now you’ re ready to turn the page...and begin.
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Psalm 150:1-6

Praise the Lorob.
Praise God in his
sanctuary; praise him
in hismighty heavens.

’Praise him for his
acts of power; praise
him for hissurpassing
greatness. *Praise him
with the sounding of
thetrumpet, praiseshim
withtheharpand lyre,
‘praise him with
tambourine and danc-
ing, prasehimwiththe
strings and flute,
*praise him with the
clash of cymbals,
praise him with
resounding cymbals.

°Let everything that
has breath praise the
Lorb. Praisethe Lorp.

Romans 15:7
Accept one another,
then, just as Christ
accepted you, in order
to bring praiseto God.

52

Psalm 150:1-6

Romans 15:7
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Write the Light ™

Day 8

Key Verse: “Let everything that has breath
praisetheLorp...” —Psam 150:6

K ey Thought:
God has given me breath to enable meto praise Him.

Key Questions:

Why isit so important to God to receive praise from my lips?
Do haveto praise Him out loud...or will praising Him
silently in my mind suffice?

(PsAlms26:6-7; 34:1-2; 43:4; 51:15; 63:5; 66:17; 103:1)
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Worshiping God for
His Mercy

“ Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth
into a living hope through the resurrection

of Jesus Christ from the dead...”
—1 Peter 1:3

“...Mercy triumphs over judgment!”
—James2:13

Psalm 28:6-8 Psalm 28:6-8

®Praise be to the
Lorp, for hehasheard
my cry for mercy. "The
Lorp is my strength
and my shield; my
heart trustsin him, and
| am helped. My heart
leapsfor joy and | will
give thanks to him in
song.

8The Lorp is the
strength of hispeople,
afortress of salvation
for his anointed one.
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Psalm 28:9
°Save your people
and bless your in-
heritance; be their
shepherd and carry
themforever.

Psalm 30:4-5

4Sing to the Lorp,
you saints of his;
praise his holy name.

°For his anger lasts
only amoment, but his
favor lasts a lifetime;
weeping may remain
for a night, but
rejoicing comesinthe
morning.

Day 9

Write the Light ™

Psalm 28:9

Psalm 30:4-5

Key Verse: “ The Lorp ismy strength and my shield; my
heart trustsin him, and | am helped...” —Psam 28:7

Key Thought:

When | take God at HisWord, He takes care of me.

Key Questions:

What doesit meanto trust in God? Do | need to betotally
yielded to God to receive His help? Wherein my life
do | especialy need God to be my shield?

Day 9 — Worshiping God for His Mercy
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Worshiping God
for His Deliverance

“The Loro who delivered me from the paw of the lion
and the paw of the bear
will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine...”

Psalm 34:3-6

3Glorify the Lorp
withme; let usexalt his
name together. ‘I
sought the Lorp, and
he answered me; he
delivered me from al
my fears. °Those who
look to him areradiant;
their faces are never
covered with shame.

®This poor man
called, and the Lorp
heard him; he saved
him out of all his
troubles.
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—1 Samuel 17:37

Psalm 34:3-6
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Psalm 34:7-10

"The angel of the
Lorp encampsaround
those who fear him,
and he delivers them.

8Taste and see that
the Lorp is good;
blessed isthemanwho
takesrefugein him.

Fear the Lorb, you
his saints, for those
who fear him lack
nothing. °The lions
may grow weak and
hungry, but thosewho
seek the Lorp lack no
good thing.

Write the L_ight ™

Psalm 34:7-10

Day 10

Key Verse: “The angel of the Loro encamps around those
who fear him, and he delivers them.” —Psalm 34:7

Key Thought:
No matter how great thecrisis, God can deliver me.

Key Questions:

If God desiresto deliver mefrom all my fears, why doesHe
tell meto fear Him? Does God promise to deliver me from
all my troubles? What does it mean to have the angel of the

Lorp encamped around me?

Day 10 — Worshiping God for His Deliverance
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Worshiping God for
His Wonders

“Who among the gods is like you, O Lorp?
Who is like you — majestic in holiness, awesome in glory,
working wonders?”

Psalm 40:1-3

1l waited patiently for
the Lorp; heturned to
me and heard my cry.

’He lifted me out of
thedimy pit, out of the
mud and mire; he set
my feet on arock and
gave me a firm place
to stand.

*He put a new song
in my mouth, a hymn
of praise to our God.
Many will seeand fear
and put their trust in
the Loro.
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—Exodus15:11

Psalm 40:1-3
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Psalm 40:4-5

“‘Blessed is the man
who makes the Lorp
histrust, who does not
look to the proud, to
those who turn aside
to false gods.

*Many, O Lorp my
God, are the wonders
you have done. The
thingsyou planned for
uS No one can recount
toyou; werel to speak
and tell of them, they
would be too many to
declare.

Write the L_ight ™

Psalm 40:4-5

Day 11

Key Verse: “I waited patiently for the Lorp; he turned
to me and heard my cry.” —Psam40:1

Key Thought:

God isalwayson time—His, not mine.

Key Questions:
What doesit mean to wait patiently for the Lord?IsHe
offended when | ask, “How much longer till we get there?’

Day 11 — Worshiping God for His Wonders
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Worshiping God for
His Love

“Your love, O Lorp, reaches to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the skies.”

“ And so we know and rely on the love
God has for us. God is love...”

Psalm 63:3-6

3Because your love
IS better than life, my
lips will glorify you.

4l will praise you as
long as | live, and in
your namel will lift up
my hands. *My soul
will besatisfied aswith
the richest of foods;
with singing lips my
mouth will praiseyou.

°0On my bed | re-
member you; | think of
you through the
watches of the night.

60

—1John 4:16

Psalm 63:3-6
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Write the Light ™

Psalm 63:7-8 Psalm 63:7-8
'Becauseyou aremy
help, | sing in the
shadow of vyour
wings. 8My soul clings
to you; your right hand

upholds me.

Psalm 66:20 Psalm 66:20
Praise be to God,
who has not rejected
my prayer or withheld
hislove from me!

Psalm 146:2 Psalm 146:2

| will praisethe Lorp
al my life; 1 will sing
praise to my God as

Day 12

Key Verse: “ Praise be to God, who has not rejected my
prayer or withheld his love fromme!” ~Psalm 66:20

Key Thought:
Torasemy praise| can cultivate an attitude of gratitude.

Key Questions:
Of the seven behaviors of praise | wroteintoday’s Scripture,
which of them do | most need to do right now? L ater today?
Tonight?
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Worshiping God for
His Forgiveness

“You are forgiving and good, O Lorb, abounding in

love to all who call to you.”
—Psam86:5

“1f you, O Lorp, kept a record of sins, O Lorp, who

could stand? But with you there is forgiveness...”
—Psdm 130:3-4

Psalm 103:1, 8-10 Psalm 103:1, 8-10
Praise the Lorp, O
my soul; all my inmost
being, praise his holy
name.

8The Lorp is com-
passonate and gracious,
dow to anger, abound-
inginlove.

*He will not always
accuse, nor will he
harbor his anger
forever; °he does not
treat us as our sins
deserve or repay us
according to our
iniquities.
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Psalm 103:11-14
1For as high as the
heavensare abovethe
earth, so great is his
love for those who
fear him; ‘%as far as
the east is from the
west, so far has he
removed our trans-
gressions from us.
B3As a father has
compassion on his
children, so the Lorp
has compassion on
those who fear him;
“for he knows how
we are formed, he
remembers that we
are dust.

Write the L_ight ™

Psalm 103:11-14

Day 13

Key Verse: “...he does not treat us as our sins deserve or
repay us according to our iniquities.”  =Psalm 103:10

Itisin God'

What is God waiting for me to do so that He can completely
forgiveme? Evenwhen I’ mforgiven, aretherestill
conseguences for my sins? How does my fear of Him

K ey Thought:
svery natureto forgive me.

Key Questions:

increase Hislove for me?

Day 13— Worshiping God for His Forgiveness
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Worshiping God
Forever

“ Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth
beneath; the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth
will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like
flies. But my salvation will last forever, my righteousness

will never fail.”
_Isaiah51:6

“1 will exalt you, my God the King; | will praise
your name for ever and ever. Every day | will praise you

and extol your name for ever and ever.”
—Psalm 145:1-2

Revelation 5:11 Revelation 5:11
UThen | looked and
heard the voice of
many angels, num-
bering thousands upon
thousands, and ten
thousand times ten
thousand. They en-
circled the throne and
theliving creaturesand
the elders.
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Revelation 5:12-13

2ln a loud voice
they sang: “Worthy is
the Lamb, who was
dain, to receive power
and wealth and
wisdom and strength
and honor and glory
and praise!”BThen |
heard every creaturein
heaven and on earth
and under the earth
andonthesea, and dl
that isinthem, snging:

“To himwho sitson
the throne and to the
Lamb be praise and
honor and glory and
power, for ever and
ever!”

Write the Light ™

Revelation 5:12-13

Day 14

Key Verse: “Then | heard every creaturein heaven and on
earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that isin
them, singing...” —Revelation 5:13

Key Thought:
Praising God will be one of the most important things
I'doin heaven.

Key Question:
Can | even beginto imaginewhat it will sound like
when all of usin God'’s creation sing our praisesto Him

at the sasmetime?

Day 14— Worshiping God Forever
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Purpose #2:

Fellowship

Loving Others
as Jesus Loved Me

Week 3 Memory Verse

“ Do everything in love.”
—1 Corinthians 16:14



Loving My Enemies

“The Lorp is righteous inall his ways and loving
toward all he has made.”

—Psdm145:17

“Always do right —
thiswill gratify some and astonish therest.”

Matthew 5:43-45

“You have heard
thatitwassaid, “Love
your neighbor and
hate your enemy.”

“But | tell you: Love
your enemiesand pray
for those who per-
secute you, “that you
may be sons of your
Father in heaven. He
causes his sun to rise
on the evil and the
good, and sends rain
on the righteous and
the unrighteous.

68

—Mark Twain

Matthew 5:43-45
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Write the L_ight ™

Matthew 5:46-48 Matthew 5:46-48
“I1f you love those
who love you, what
reward will you get?
Are not even the tax
collectors doing that?
4’And if you greet
only your brothers, what
are you doing more
than others? Do not
even pagans do that?
“Be perfect, there-
fore, asyour heavenly
Father is perfect.

1 Corinthians 16:14 1 Corinthians 16:14
Do everything in

' Day 15

Key Verse: “But | tell you: Love your enemiesand pray for
those who persecute you...” —Matthew 5:44

K ey Thought:
If Jesus commands me to love my enemies, it must be possible.

Key Questions:

Why does God tell me to do something that goes compl etely
againstwhat | feel likedoing? Isthere something
about praying for my enemiesthat God will honor...
and transform into genuinelove?

Day 15 — Loving My Enemies 69



Loving One Another

“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the
truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love
one another deeply, from the heart.”

—1 Peter 1:22

“Loveisfriendship set onfire.”

John 13:34-35
%A new command |
give you: Love one
another. As | have
loved you, so you
must love one another.
By thisall menwill
know that you are my
disciples, if you love
one another.

John 14:15
If you love me, you
will obey what |
command.

70

—Jeremy Taylor

John 13:34-35

John 14:15
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John 14:21

Whoever has my
commands and obeys
them, he is the one
who loves me. Hewho
lovesmewill beloved
by my Father, and |
too will love him and
show myself to him.

Galatians 5:6

For in Christ Jesus
neither circumcision
nor uncircumcision
hasany vaue. Theonly
thing that counts is
faith expressing itself
through love.

Write the Light ™

John 14:21

Galatians 5:6

Day 16

Key Verse: “ By thisall men will know that you are
my disciples, if you love one anether.” "—John 13:35

Key Thought:

| amto loveotherswith thelovethat Jesus hasloved me.

Key Question:

Canmy friendstell I’'m aChristian solely because
of the love they receive from me?

Day 16 — Loving One Another
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Loving Jesus

“ Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even
though you do not see him now, you believe in him...”

“Your relationship to God on earth will determine
your relationship to himin eternity.”

John 15:9-12
%As the Father has
loved me, so have |
loved you. Now re-
main in my love. 1If
you obey my com-
mands, youwill remain
in my love, just as |
have obeyed my
Father’s commands
andremaninhislove,
1 havetoldyouthis
so that my joy may be
in you and that your
joy may be complete.
2My commandisthis:
Love each other as |

have loved you.
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—Rick Warren

John 15:9-12
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John 15:13-14, 16-17

BGreater lovehasno
one than this, that he
lay down his life for
his friends. *You are
my friends if you do
what | command.

You did not
choose me, but |
chose you and ap-
pointed you to go
and bear fruit—fruit
that will last. Thenthe
Father will give you
whatever you ask in
my name. *'Thisismy
command: Love each
other.

Write the Light ™

John 15:13-14, 16-17

Day 17

Key Verse: “ You are my friends if you do what I'command.”

Thelevel of my obediencerevealsthe extent of my love.

Would God eall me Hisfriend, based on my obedience

—John 15:14
Key Thought:

Key Question:

to Him during thelast seven days?

Day 17 — Loving Jesus
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The Meaning of Love

“ Love does no harm to its neighbor.

Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.”
—Romans13:10

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 1 Corinthians 13:1-3

f | speak in the
tongues of men and of
angels, but have not
love, | am only a
resounding gong or a
clanging cymbal.

2lf | have the gift of
prophecy and can
fathom all mysteries
and al knowledge, and
if | haveafaiththat can
move mountains, but
have not love, | am
nothing. 3If | giveal |
possess to the poor
and surrender my
body to the flames,
but have not love, |
gain nothing.
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Write the L_ight ™

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 1 Corinthians 13:4-7

‘Loveispatient, love
Is kind. It does not
envy, it does not
boast, it is not proud.

°It is not rude, it is
not self-seeking, it is
not easily angered, it
keeps no record of
wrongs.

®Love does not
delight in evil but
rejoiceswith thetruth.

It always protects,
aways trusts, always
hopes, always per-

Day 18

Key Verse: “Love...keeps no record of wrongs.”
—1 Corinthians13:4, 5

Key Thought:
Loveismuch morethan afeeling. Loveisaction.

Key Questions:
If 1 weregraded solely on how quickly and
completely | forgive others, what would my |etter grade be?
Why does God connect loveto forgiveness?
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The Greatness of Love

“ Because your love is better than life,

my lips will glorify you.”
—Psam63:3

1 Corinthians 13:8-11 1 Corinthians 13:8-11

8Love never fails.
But where there are
prophecies, they will
cease; wherethere are
tongues, they will be
stilled; where there is
knowledge, it will pass
away. °For weknow in
part and we prophesy
in part, *but when
perfection comes, the
imperfect disappears.

NWhen | wasachild,
| talked like a child, |
thought like a child, |
reasoned like a child.
When | becameaman,
| put childish ways
behind me.
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Write the Light ™

1 Corinthians 13:12-13 1 Corinthians 13:12-13

2Now we see but a
poor reflectionasina
mirror; then we shal
see face to face. Now
| know in part; then |
shall know fully, even
as | am fully known.

BAnd now these
three remain: faith,
hopeandlove. But the
greatest of these is
love.

Day 19

Key Verse: “...But the greatest of theseislove.”
—1 Corinthians 13:13

Key Thought:
Truelovelastsforever.
Key Questions:
Sinceloveis God's highest priority, isit mine?
Compared to love, what percentage of my timeand energy are
goingintothingsthat “will cease...bestilled...passaway” ?
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Living In Love

“ And thisis love: that we walk in obedience
to his commands. As you have heard from the

beginning, his command is that you walk in love.”
—2John 1:6

“It's not about you.”
—Rick Warren

Galatians 5:13-14 Galatians 5:13-14
BYou, my brothers,
were caled to befree.
But do not use your
freedomtoindulgethe
sinful nature; rather,
serve one another in
love.

“The entire law is
summed upinasingle
command: ‘ Loveyour
neighbor asyourself.’
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Write the L_ight ™

Galatians 5:22-23 Galatians 5:22-23
22But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience,
kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, Zgentle-
ness and self-control.
Against such things
thereisno law.

Ephesians 4:2 Ephesians 4:2

Be completely hum-
ble and gentle; be
patient, bearing with
one another in love.

Day 20

Key Verse: “...serveoneanother inlove.” —Gaatians5:13

Key Thought:
In spiteof my feelings, | can chooseto love.

Key Questions:
Am| currently serving in any areaof my life...without love?
If so, what can | do during the servicel render to othersthat
would makeit moreloving?
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Established In Love

“No one has ever seen God:; but if we love one another,
God livesin us and his love is made complete in us.”

Ephesians 3:14, 16-18

“For this reason |
kneel before the
Father...®l pray that
out of his glorious
richeshemay strength-
en you with power
through his Spirit in
your inner being,’so
that Christ may dwell
inyour heartsthrough
faith. And | pray that
you, being rooted and
established in love,
8may have power,
together with all the
saints, to grasp how
wide and long and
high and deep is the
love of Christ,
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-1 John 4:12

Ephesians 3:14, 16-18
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Ephesians 3:19-21

Yand to know this
love that surpasses
knowledge—that you
may be filled to the
measure of all the
fullness of God.

“Now tohimwhois
able to do immea-
surably more than al
weask or imagine, ac-
cording to his power
that is at work within
us, 2to him be glory
in the church and in
Christ Jesus through-
out al generations, for
ever and ever! Amen.

Write the L_ight ™

Ephesians 3:19-21

Day 21

Key Verse: “1 pray that you...may have power...to grasp
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ.”

—Ephesians3:17-18

Key Thought:
| need God's power to grasp Hisawesomelove.

Key Questions:
How long hasit been since | paused to recognize God's

“power that isat work within us’?Whenisthelast timel can

clearly identify the hand of God at work inmy life?

Day 21 — Established In Love
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“...grow In the grace
and knowledge
of our
Lord and Savior

Jesus Christ...”
—2 Peter 3:18



Purpose #3:
Discipleship
Growing Strong

In My Faith

Week 4 Memory Verse

“...grow in the grace and knowledge of our

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ...”
—2 Peter 3:18



Knowing Christ

“ Jesus answered, ‘| am the way and the truth
and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. If you really knew me, you would know
my Father as well. From now on, you do know him

and have seen him.” ”
—John 14:6-7

“The closer you live to God

the smaller everything else appears.”
—Rick Warren

Philippians 3:7-8 Philippians 3:7-8
‘But whatever wasto
my profit | now
consider loss for the
sake of Christ. 8What
IS more, | consider
everything a loss
compared to the sur-
passing greatness of
knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord, for whose
sake | have lost all
things.
| consider them
rubbish, that | may
gain Christ
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Philippians 3:9-11

%and be found in
him, not having a
righteousness of my
own that comes from
thelaw, but that which
is through faith in
Christ—therighteous-
ness that comes from
God and is by faith.

0 want to know
Christ and the power
of hisresurrectionand
the fellowship of
sharing in his
sufferings, becoming
like him in his death,
"and so, somehow, to
attain to the resur-
rection from the dead.

Write the Light ™

Philippians 3:9-11

Day 22

Key Verse: “...I consider everything a loss compared to the

surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord...”

If | truly wantto know Jesus, | have some choicesto make.

—Philippians3:8
Key Thought:

Key Questions:

Of theten attitudes Paul described intoday’s passage, which

oneismost like me? Which oneisleast like me? How would
my life changeif | determined to make the one that describes

me |least...into the one that describes me most?

Day 22 — Knowing Christ
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Pressing On

“ Let us acknowledge the Lorp; let us presson to
acknowledge him. As surely as the sun rises, he will
appear; he will come to us like the winter rains,

like the spring rains that water the earth.”
—Hosea 6:3

Philippians 3:12-13 Philippians 3:12-13

2Not that | have
already obtained all
this, or have already
been made perfect, but
| presson to take hold
of that for which Christ
Jesustook hold of me.

3Brothers, | do not
consider myself yet to
have taken hold of it.
But one thing | do:
Forgetting what is
behind and straining
toward what is ahead,
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Write the Light ™

Philippians 3:14-16 Philippians 3:14-16

14 press on toward
the goal to win the
prize for which God
has called me heaven-
ward in Christ Jesus.

BAIl of us who are
mature should take
such aview of things.
And if on some point
you think differently,
that too God will make
clear to you.

Only let uslive up
to what we have
aready attained.

Day 23

Key Verse: “...Forgetting what is behind and straining
toward what isahead...” —Philippians3:13

K ey Thought:
| must |earn from my past, but | cannot allow it
to remain my focus.

Key Questions:
| sthere something in my past that | cannot seem to put out
of my mind? Havel givenit over completely to God
and shifted my focusto “ straining toward what is ahead”
as God reveals His purpose for me?
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The Fullness of Christ

“ Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not

acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. But

solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have
trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.”

Ephesians 4:11-13

Ut washewho gave
some to be apostles,
some to be prophets,
some to be evan-
gelists, and some to
be pastors and
teachers, *2to prepare
God’'s people for
works of service, so
that thebody of Christ
may be built up Buntil
wedl reechunity inthe
faith and in the
knowledge of the Son
of God and become
mature, atainingtothe
whole measure of the
fullness of Christ.
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—Hebrews5:13-14

Ephesians 4:11-13

The Signature Bible



Ephesians 4:14-15

“Then we will no
longer be infants,
tossed back and forth
by the waves, and
blown here and there
by every wind of
teaching and by the
cunning and craftiness
of men in their
deceitful scheming.

BInstead, speaking
the truth in love, we
will in all things grow
up into himwhoisthe
Head, that is, Christ.

Write the Light ™

Ephesians 4:14-15

Day 24

Key Verse: “...speaking the truth in love, we will in all
things grow up into himwho is the Head, that is, Christ.”

—Ephesians 4:15
Key Thought:

God wants meto grow up.

Key Questions:
How might “speaking thetruth” help my Christian brothers
and sistersmaturein Christ? How important isit to them
that | speak thetruth“inlove’?

Day 24 — The Fullness of Christ 89



Inner Renewal

“| pray...that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened
in order that you may know the hope to which
he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance
In the saints, and his incomparably great power

for us who believe...”
—Ephesians1:18-19

“Many aman’s reputation would not know

his character if they met on the street.”
—Elbert Hubbard

2 Corinthians 4:7-9 2 Corinthians 4:7-9

‘But we have this
treasureinjarsof clay
to show that this all-
surpassing power is
from God and not
from us.

8Weare hard pressed
on every side, but not
crushed; perplexed,
but not in despair;
persecuted, but not
abandoned; struck
down, but not de-
stroyed.
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Write the L_ight ™

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 2 Corinthians 4:16-18
Therefore we do
not lose heart. Though
outwardly we are
wasting away, yet
inwardly we are being
renewed day by day.
YFor our light and
momentary troubles
areachievingfor usan
eternal glory that far
outweighsthemall.
1850 we fix our eyes
not on what is seen,
but on what is unseen.
For what is seen is
temporary, but what is

" Day 25

Key Verse: “ So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on
what isunseen...” -2 Corinthians4:18

Key Thought:
No matter whet pricel haveto pay, it will beworthit
when'| see Jesus.

Key Questions:
How can | fix my eyeson something I’ ve never seen and regard
it more highly than all | see around me? What isthe“ unseen”
| am supposed to fix my eyeson?
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Fixing My Eyes
on Jesus

“ Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly
calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle
and high priest whom we confess.”
—Hebrews3:1
Hebrews 12:1-2 Hebrews 12:1-2

Therefore, sincewe
are surrounded by
such a great cloud of
witnesses, let usthrow
off everything that
hindersand thesin that
so easily entangles,
and let usrunwith per-
severance the race
marked out for us.

?l_et us fix our eyes
on Jesus, the author
and perfecter of our
faith, who for the joy
set beforehim endured
the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down
at theright hand of the
throne of God.
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Write the Light ™

Hebrews 12:3 Hebrews 12:3
Consider him who
endured such opposi-
tion from sinful men,
so that you will not
grow weary and lose
heart.

2 Peter 3:18 2 Peter 3:18

But grow in the
grace and knowledge
of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

To him be glory both
now and forever!
Amen.

Day 26

Key Verse: “Let usfix our eyes on Jesus...who for the joy set
before him endured the cross...” —Hebrews 12:2

Key Thought:
God'switnesses are looking on...and cheering me on.

Key Questions:

How do | single-mindedly focus on Jesus...and at the sametime
fulfill my everyday responsibilities? Am| living in such away
that the peoplein heaven and on earth who arewatching me
can tell | am moreinterested in Heavenly treasure
thanthe treasures of thisearth?
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Everything | Need

“ All Scripture |

s God-breathed and is useful

for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training
in righteousness, so that the man of God

may be thoroughly

2 Peter 1:2-3, 5
’Grace and peace be
yours in abundance
through the knowl-
edge of God and of
Jesus our Lord. ®His
divinepower hasgiven
useverything weneed
for life and godliness
through our knowl-
edge of him who
called us by his own
glory and goodness.
°For this very
reason, make every
effort to add to your
faith goodness; andto
goodness, knowl-
edge;
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equipped for every good work.
—2Timothy 3:16-17

2 Peter 1:2-3, 5
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Write the L_ight ™

2 Peter 1:6-8 2 Peter 1:6-8
%and to knowledge,
self-control; and to
self-control, per-
severance; and to
perseverance, godli-
ness; ‘and to godli-
ness, brotherly kind-
ness, and to brotherly
kindness, love. ®For
iIf you possess these
gualitiesinincreasing
measure, they will
keep you from being
ineffective and un-
productive in your
knowledge of our

Day 27

Key Verse: “ Hisdivine power has given us everything
we need...” -2 Peter 1:3

Key Thought:
If | truly put forth the effort, | will become more like Jesus.

Key Questions:
On ascale of 1-10, how much effort am | putting forth to
become everything Jesus created me to be? What one step
could | taketoday that would raise my effectivenessanotch?
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Developing
Perseverance

“You need to persevere so that when you have done the
will of God, you will receive what he has promised.”

—Hebrews 10:36

“In any contest between power and patience,
bet on patience.”

James 1:2-4
2Consider it pure
joy, my brothers,
whenever you face
trials of many kinds,
3because you know
that thetesting of your
faith develops per-
severance.
“Perseverance must
finishitswork so that
you may be mature
and complete, not
lacking anything.
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—-W.B. Prescott

James 1:2-4
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James 1:5-8

°If any of you lacks
wisdom, he should ask
God, who givesgener-
ously to all without
finding fault, andit will
begivento him.

*But when he asks,
he must believe and
not doubt, because he
who doubts is like a
wave of the sea, blown
and tossed by the
wind. ‘That man
should not think hewill
receive anything from
the Lord; he is a
double-minded man,
unstablein all hedoes.

Write the Light ™

James 1:5-8

Day 28

Key Verse: “...thetesting of your faith

develops perseverance.” —James 1:3

Every trial | face carrieswithin it the potential

Key Thought:

to make me a better person.

What istherein today’s passage that will help me consider
it “purejoy” to face my trials? Have | rejected the
“double-minded” life—requiring that my emotions get

Key Question:

In step with God'swill?

Day 28 — Developing Perseverance
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“Serve

wholeheartedly,
as If you were
serving the Lord,

not men.”
—Ephesians 6:7



Purpose #4.
Ministry
Serving With My
Whole Heart

Week 5 Memory Verse

* Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were

serving the Lord, not men.”
—Ephesians6:7



The Cost of Service

“You are not your own; you were bought at a price.

—1 Corinthians6:19-20

“Show me two things: your calendar
and your checkbook. That's al | need to know.”

Matthew 6:24

No one can serve
two masters. Either he
will hate the one and
love the other, or he
will be devoted to the
one and despise the
other. You cannot
serve both God and
Money.

John 15:20
Remember thewords
| spoke to you: “No
servant isgreater than
his master.” If they
persecuted me, they
will persecute you
also. If they obeyed
my teaching, they will

obey yours also.
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—John Maxwell

Matthew 6:24

John 15:20

The Signature Bible



John 15:21
They will treat you
this way because of
my name, for they do
not know the Onewho
sent me.

Luke 9:62
Jesus replied, “No
onewho puts hishand
to the plow and looks
back is fit for service
in the kingdom of
God.”

Write the Light ™

John 15:21

Luke 9:62

Day 29

Key Verse: “ No one can servetwo masters...” ~Matthew 6:24

Key Thought:

Because of the price Jesus paid for me, He will not tolerate
anything lessthanfirst placein my life.

Key Questions:

If someone studied my calendar and checkbook for the
past 30 days, what would they identify asthetop ten priorities
inmy life? \Where would God be on that list?

Day 29 — The Cost of Service
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The Greatness
of Service

“1 tell you the truth, anyone who gives you
a cup of water in my name because you belong to Christ
will certainly not lose his reward.”

Matthew 20:25-28
»Jesus called them
together and said,
“You know that the
rulers of the Gentiles
lord it over them, and
their high officials
exerciseauthority over
them. *®Not so with
you. Instead, whoever
wantsto become great
among you must be
your servant, ?’and
whoever wants to be
first must beyour dave
— Bjust as the Son of
Man did not come to
be served, but to serve,
andtogivehislifeasa
ransom for many.”
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—Mark 9:41

Matthew 20:25-28
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Write the Light ™

Galatians 1:10 Galatians 1:10
Am | now trying to
win the approval of
men, or of God? Or
am | trying to please
men? If | were still
trying to please men, |
would not beaservant
of Christ.

John 17:4 John 17:4

| have brought you
glory on earth by
completing the work
you gave me to do.

Day 30

Key Verse: “...whoever wants to become great @among you
must be your servant.” -Matthew 20:26

K ey Thought:
Greatnessisfoundinserving, not in being served.

Key Question:
Do | find my greatest joy in serving others—
or am | constantly irritated by the poor servicel’ m receiving?

Day 30 — The Greatness of Service 103



The Humility of Service

“ Remind the people to be subject to rulers and
authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is
good, to slander no one, to be peaceable and
considerate, and to show true humility toward all men.”

John 12:25-26

»The man who
loveshislifewill lose
it, while the man who
hates his life in this
world will keep it for
eternd life.

2\Whoever serves
me must follow me;
and where | am, my
servant also will be.
My Father will honor
theonewho servesme.

John 13:12
2When he had
finished washing their
feet, he put on his
clothes and returned
to his place. “Do you
understand what |
have done for you?’

he asked them.
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—Titus3:1-2

John 12:25-26

John 13:12
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Write the Light ™

John 13:13-15 John 13:13-15
B*You call me
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,
and rightly so, for that
is what | am. “*“Now
that I, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also
should wash one
another’sfeet. °l have
set you an examplethat
you should do as |
have done for you.”

Day 31

Key Verse: “I have set you an example that you should do
as | have done for you.” —John13:15

Key Thought:
Thequality of my servicerevealstheidentity of my master.

Key Questions:
In what wayshas Jesus served mein the past?
How is Jesus eurrently serving me? Can | comeup withaplan
to serve those around me in these same ways?
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The Attitude of Service

“ S0 you also, when you have done everything you were
told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants,

we have only done our duty.’ ”
- ukel7:10

“Lifeis about letting God use you for His purposes,

not your using Him for your own purpose.”
—Rick Warren

1 Corinthians 12:4-7 1 Corinthians 12:4-7

“There are different
kinds of gifts, but the
same Spirit. °Thereare
different kinds of
service, but the same
Lord.

*There are different
kinds of working, but
the same God works
al of them in al men.

‘Now to each onethe
manifestation of the
Spirit is given for the
common good.
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Write the Light ™

Philippians 2:5-7 Philippians 2:5-7
Your attitude
should be the same as
that of Christ Jesus:
*Who, being in very
nature God, did not
consider equality with
God something to be
grasped, ‘but made
himself nothing, taking
the very nature of a
servant, being madein
human likeness.

Day 32

Key Verse: “...but made himself nothing, taking the very
nature of a servant...” —Philippians2:7

Key Thought:
Be humbleor be humbled.

Key Questions:
Am | quick to give honor to othersinstead of bringing attention
to myself? Do my actions show that | know who | am—
asinner saved only by the grace of God?
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The Generosity

of

Service

“ A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others
will himself be refreshed.”

2 Corinthians 9:13-15

13Because of the
service by which you
have proved your-
selves, menwill praise
God for the obedience
that accompaniesyour
confession of the
gospel of Christ, and
for your generosity in
sharing with them and
with everyone else.

YAnd in their
prayers for you their
hearts will go out to
you, because of the
surpassing grace God
has given you.

®Thanks be to God
for his indescribable
gift!
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—Proverbs11:25

2 Corinthians 9:13-15
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Write the Light ™

2 Timothy 2:23-24 2 Timothy 2:23-24

ZDon’'t have any-
thing to do with
foolish and stupid
arguments, because
you know they
produce quarrels.
And the Lord’s
servant must not
quarrel; instead, he
must be kind to
everyone, able to
teach, not resentful.

Day 33

Key Verse: “ ...the Lord’s servant must not quarrel...”
—2 Timothy 2:24
Key Thought:
Anargumentative spirit pollutesthe generosity of my service.
Key Questions:

How do “foolish and stupid arguments” hinder my service?
Knowing how God feelsabout quarreling, am | willing to
bite my tongue the next time |’ m tempted to argue?
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The Reward of Service

“...he who sows righteousness reaps a sure reward.”
—Proverbs11:18

“Heis no fool who gives up what he cannot keep

to gain what he cannot lose.”
=JmElliot

Ephesians 6:7-8 Ephesians 6:7-8
'Serve wholeheart-
edly, as if you were
serving the Lord, not
men, 8because you
know that the Lord will
reward everyone for
whatever good he
does, whether he is
daveor free.

1 Peter 2:16 1 Peter 2:16
Liveasfreemen, but
do not use your
freedom asacover-up
for evil; live as
servants of God.
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Matthew 4:10
Jesus said to him,
“Away from me,
Satan! For itiswritten:
‘“Worship the Lord
your God, and serve
himonly.””

Hebrews 9:14

How much more,
then, will the blood of
Christ, who through
the eternal Spirit
offered himself un-
blemished to God,
cleanse our consciences
from acts that lead to
death, so that we may
serve the living God!

Write the L_ight ™

Matthew 4:10

Hebrews 9:14

Day 34

Key Verse: “...the Lord will reward everyone for whatever
good he does...” ~Ephesians 6:8

Key Thought:

God will not overlook asingle good deed | have ever done.

Key Questions:

How will it change my perspectiveif, from this moment
forward, | devote everything | do to Jesus? What impact will
that decision have on my rewardsin heaven?

Day 34 — The Reward of Service
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The Strength of Service

“| thank Christ Jesus our Lorp, who has given me
strength, that he considered me faithful,
appointing me to his service.”

1 Corinthians 16:15-16

5You know that the
household of Ste-
phanas were the first
converts in Achaia,
and they have devoted
themselves to the
service of the saints. |
urge you, brothers,
1%to submit to such as
these and to everyone
whojoinsinthework,
and labors at it.

1 Peter 4:10

Each one should use
whatever gift he has
received to serve
others, faithfully ad-
ministering God’s
grace in its various
forms.

112

—1Timothy 1:12

1 Corinthians 16:15-16

1 Peter 4:10
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1 Peter 4:11

If anyone speaks, he
should do it as one
speaking the very
words of God.

If anyone serves, he
should do it with the
strength God pro-
vides, so that in all
things God may be
praised through Jesus
Christ.

To him be the glory
and the power for
ever and ever. Amen.

Write the L_ight ™

1 Peter 4:11

Day 35

Key Verse: “Each one should use whatever gift he has

recelved to serve others...”
K ey Thought:

—1 Peter 4:10

Godwill awaysgive methe strength
to do what He wants meto do.

Key Questions:

Am | serving God with the gifts He has given me?
Am | constantly developing my gifts,
soasto serve Him even better?

Day 35 — The Strength of Service
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Purpose #5:

Evangelism
Sharing the Good News

Week 6 Memory Verse

“ Go...and tell the people the full message

of this new life.”
—Acts5:20



The Great Commission

“...we cannot help speaking
about what we have seen and heard.”

Matthew 28:18-20

¥Then Jesus came
to them and said, “All
authority in heaven
and on earth has been
giventome.

¥Therefore go and
make disciples of al
nations, baptizing
them in the name of
the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy
Spirit, Zand teaching
them to obey every-
thing | have com-
manded you. And
surely | am with you
aways, tothevery end
of theage.”
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—Acts4:20

Matthew 28:18-20
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Write the L_ight ™

Matthew 10:16 Matthew 10:16

| am sending you

out like sheep among

wolves. Therefore be

as shrewd as snakes

and as innocent as
doves.

John 20:21 John 20:21
Again Jesus said,
“Peace be with you!

Asthe Father has sent
me, | am sending
you.”

Day 36

Key Verse: “ Asthe Father has sent me,
| am sending you.” —John 20:21

Key Thought:
| am personally commissioned by Jesus
to share Hisgood news.

Key Questions:
When wasthelast time| invited an unchurched personto go to
church with me? How long hasit been since | told someone
how to put their trust in Jesusfor eternal life?
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Welcoming Sinners

“ But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy,
not sacrifice.” For | have not come to call the righteous,

Luke 15:1-4

'Now the tax col-
lectors and “sinners’
were all gathering
around to hear him.

2But the Pharisees
and theteachers of the
law muttered, “This
man welcomessinners
and eats with them.”

3Then Jesus told
themthisparable:

4 Suppose one of
you has a hundred
sheep and loses one
of them. Does he not
leavetheninety-ninein
the open country and
go after the lost sheep
until hefindsit?

118

but sinners.”
—Matthew 9:13

Luke 15:1-4
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Luke 15:5-7

*And when he finds
it, hejoyfully putsit on
his shoulders ®and
goes home. Then he
calls his friends and
neighborstogether and
says, ‘Rejoice with
me; | have found my
lost sheep.’

'l tell you that in the
sameway therewill be
more rejoicing in
heaven over onesinner
who repents than over
ninety-nine righteous
persons who do not
need to repent.”

Write the L_ight ™

Luke 15:5-7

Day 37

Key Verse: “ This man welcomes sinners

and eatswith them.” —Luke15:2

Key Thought:

It'shard to winsomebody to Christ if I’ m never around anyone
who doesn’t know Him.

How:much of my timedo | spend welcoming

K ey Question:

and befriending sinners?

Day 37 — Welcoming Sinners
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Gentleness and Respect

“ S0 in everything, do to others what you would

have them do to you...”
—Matthew 7:12

“The true measure of aman is how he treats someone

who can do him absolutely no good.”
—Samuel Johnson

1 Peter 3:15-16 1 Peter 3:15-16
BBut in your hearts
set apart Christ as
Lord. Always be
prepared to give an
answer to everyone
who asks you to give
thereason for thehhope
that you have.

But do this with
gentleness and re-
spect, *keeping a
clear conscience, so
that those who speak
maliciously against
your good behavior in
Christ may beashamed
of their dander.
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Write the L_ight ™

2 Timothy 2:1-2 2 Timothy 2:1-2
You then, my son,
be strong in the grace
that isin Christ Jesus.
2And the things you
have heard me say in
the presence of many
witnesses entrust to
reliable menwho will
also be qualified to
teach others.

Day 38

Key Verse: “...givethe reason for the hope that you
have...with gentleness and respect.” -1 Peter 3:15

Key Thought:
Theway | share Christ matters almost as much
asthewordswithwhich | share Christ.

Key Question:
Have thoroughly prepared myself to giveawarm, compelling
answer to anyone who asks me about Jesus?
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Becoming All Things

“...I lay down my life for the sheep.”
—John 10:15

“Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out
to the roads and country lanes and make them come in,
so that my house will be full.” ”

—1 uke14:23
1 Corinthians 9:19-20 1 Corinthians 9:19-20
¥Though | am free
and belong to no man,
| make myself adave

to everyone, towin as
many as possible.
20To the Jews |
became like a Jew, to
win the Jews. To
those under the law |
becamelike oneunder
the law (though |
myself am not under
the law), so asto win
those under the law.
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1 Corinthians 9:21-22
2I'To those not
having the law |
became like one not
having thelaw (though
| am not free from
God’s law but am
under Christ’slaw), so
as to win those not
having thelaw.

2To the weak |
became weak, to win
the weak. | have
becomeadl thingstoal
men so that by all
possiblemeans| might
save some.

Write the L_ight ™

1 Corinthians 9:21-22

Day 39

Key Verse: “| have become all things to all men so that by

all possible means | might save some.” =1 Corinthians 9:22

| share Jesus most effectively when | giveup my way...

Key Thought:

for the best way.

Am | willing to deeply identify with lost people and
do whatever it takesto bring them to Jesus?

K ey Question:

Day 39 — Becoming All Things
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Shining Like Stars

“He told them, ‘ The harvest is plentiful,
but the workers are few. Ask the Lorp of the harvest,
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” ”

Matthew 10:32-33

“Whoever acknowl-
edges me before men,
| will also acknowl-
edge him before my
Father in heaven. *But
whoever disowns me
before men, | will
disown himbeforemy
Father in heaven.”

Acts 1:8

“But youwill receive
power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you;
and you will be my
witnesses in Jeru-
sdem, andinall Judea
and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.”

124

—1 uke10:2

Matthew 10:32-33

Acts 1:8
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Proverbs 11:30
The fruit of the
righteous is a tree of
life, and he who wins
soulsiswise.

Daniel 12:3

Those who are wise
will shine like the
brightness of the
heavens, and those
who lead many to
righteousness, likethe
starsfor ever and ever.

Write the L_ight ™

Proverbs 11:30

Daniel 12:3

hat an accomplishment! With these verses,
you are drawing to the close of 40 Days of
Promise™. But what if you aren’t quite ready

for this unique experience to end? Tomorrow, we have
something for you to prayerfully consider.

Day 40

Key Verse: “ Those...who lead many to righteousness
[will shine] like the stars for ever and ever.” —Daniel 12:3

Key Thought:

God makes spectacul ar promisesto those who
unashamedly tell othersabout Him.

Key Questions:
Dol really believe God hasfully empowered me
to win othersto Christ?
How often would | liketo experience His power?

Day 40 — Shining Like Stars
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“The Spirit of the LorD
will come upon you
IN POWVer...
and you will
be changed
INto
a different person.”

—1 Samuel 10:6






A New Challenge

“The Spirit of the Loro will come upon you
in power...and you will be changed

into a different person.”
—1 Samuel 10:6

Cngratulati ons! You've just completed 40 Days of
Promise™. You haveto fedl very good about
what you'’ ve accomplished — you finished what
you set out to do.

Of course, you may also fedl disappointed that it's

over. Perhaps writing out God’'s Word has become so
precious to you that you don’t want to stop.

The good newsis, you don’t have to.

We have added a second section in The Sgnature
Bible™ for you, because we thought you would love to
keep writing out God's Word. But that’s not all. We've
built in something extrathat we hopewill capture your
Imagination.

Asyou continue this exciting method of daily
devotions designed by God, you may choose to accept
anew challenge:

Life-change.
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Everybody has at least one weakness. It doesn’t
matter if we're brand-new believersor if we' ve been
walking with God for 50 years. We have imperfections,
shortcomings, flawsin our character. Evenif we don't
recognize them, God says they’re there:

“We all stumble in many ways...”

—James 3:2

So what are your weaknesses? Where do you fall
short of God'sideal? Arethere areas of your life that you
would love to see God transform?

If you could change just one thing about yourself,
what would it be? You may want to think about that for a
bit...even pray about it:

Lord, if You could change one thing about
me...what would it be?

If you pray that short prayer, He'll answer it. He'll
show you the very areain your life He would most love to
transform, in order to help you become everything He
created you to be.

He can do it, you know. That's His specialty. He'sin
the life transformation business.

But how?

That's up to Him, of course. God can use anything to
accomplish His purposes — and has! But perhaps His
favorite way to bring about true, lasting changeinthelives
of His peopleisthrough His Word:
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“...s0is my word that goes out from my
mouth: 1t will not return to me empty, but
will accomplish what | desire and achieve

the purpose for which | sent it.”

—lsaigh 55:11

Here' stheplan:
Step 1:

Identify the one area in your life God
wants to change.

It may be impatience, fear or anger. It may be selfish-
ness, overweight, or drug addiction. Perhaps He wants
you to become more loving, more tender, more thought-
ful, more considerate. He may want you to become a

better witnessfor Him.
God knows. And He' Il let you know.

Step 2:

As you write each day, ask God to use
His Word to give you a total turnaround
in that area.

With the Psalmist, you can pray:

“May your hand be ready to help me, for |
have chosen your precepts.”
—Psalm 119:173

The Signature Bible
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Step 3:

Beginning today, keep writing out God’s
Word for the next 140 days.

Why 140 days? Becausethat’show long it will take
you to write the life-changing books of Romans,
Colossians and James.

Because coupled with the 40 days you’ ve just
completed, that will immerse you in God’'s Word for a
total of six months

Because after that many days, you will have made
writing out God’'s Word ahabit. You will have built daily
time for God into the very fabric of your life.

But there’s one more reason.

You' ve already devoted 40 daysto thisjourney. If you
makeit your goal to add 140 more, that will giveyou a
total of 180 days. You will, in effect, be asking God to

 DoA
180

A 180" Turnaround
In the Area of Your Life God Most Wants to Change
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What do you think? |s God able to give you that kind
of lifetransformation?

“1 am the Loro, the God of all mankind. Is anything too
hard for me?”
—Jeremiah 32:27

That’sthe challenge. Areyou ready to takeit? What
do you have to lose?

Better yet, what do you have to gain?

While you’ re praying about it, why not go ahead and
write out God's Word again today?

To give you extraincentive, here’'s ataste of what'sin
store for you in the incomparable Book of Romans:

Thisletter istruly the most important piece
in the New Testament. It is purest Gospel. It
iswell worth a Christian’s while not only to
memorize it word for word but also to
occupy himself with it daily, as though it
were the daily bread of the soul. It is
impossible to read or to meditate on this
letter too much or too well. The more one
dealswith it, the more precious it becomes

and the better it tastes.

—Martin Luther
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The Book

of Romans

Romans 1:1-4

Paul, a servant of
Christ Jesus, called to
be an apostle and set
apart for the gospel of
God— 2the gospel he
promised beforehand
through his prophets
inthe Holy Scriptures
%regarding his Son,
who as to his human
nature was a des-
cendant of David, “and
who through the Spirit
of holiness was
declared with power
to be the Son of God
by his resurrection
from the dead: Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Romans 1:1-4
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Romans 1:5-6 Romans 1:5-6

*Through him and
for his name’'s sake,
wereceived grace and
apostleship to call
peoplefrom among al
the Gentiles to the
obedience that comes
from faith. ®And you
aso are among those
who are called to
belong to Jesus Christ.

Day 41

Key Verse: “...who through the Spirit of holiness was
declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection
fromthe dead...” —Romans1:4

13

Key Thought:
The power of God that raised Jesus from the dead is ableto
transform anything in my life that needsto be changed.

Key Questions:
What isthe areaof my lifel believe God most wantsto change?
Am | willing tosubmit myself to thelife-changing power of
HisWord for the next 139 days?

1f you have not yet begun your personal journey with Jesus, this would be
agreat time to do so by praying the prayer found on page 384 — the last page of
your Sgnature Bible™.
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World-Class Faith

“...your faith is growing more and more...”

—2 Thessalonians1:3

Romans 1:7-10

"To all in Rome
who areloved by God
and calledto be saints:
Grace and peace to
you from God our
Father and from the
Lord Jesus Christ.

8First, | thank my
God through Jesus
Christ for al of you,
because your faith is
being reported all over
theworld.

°God, whom | serve
with my wholeheartin
preaching the gospel
of his Son, is my
witness how con-
stantly | remember you
Yin my prayers at all
times; and | pray that
now at last by God's
will the way may be
opened for me to
come to you.

Romans 1:7-10
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Day 42

Key Verse: “...Your faith is being reported
all over the world.” —Romans 1.8

Key Thought:
When | consistently act in faith, word gets out.

Key Question:
How many people aretalking about my faith?

Mutual Encouragement

“ Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another — and

all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
—Hebrews 10:25

Romans 1:11-12 Romans 1:11-12

11 long to see you
sothat | may impart to
you some spiritual gift
to make you strong—
Lthat is, that you and
| may be mutually
encouraged by each
other’sfaith.
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Write the Light ™
Romans 1:13-15 Romans 1:13-15

3] do not want you
to be unaware, broth-
ers, that | planned
many timesto cometo
you (but have been
prevented from doing
SO until now) in order
that | might have a
harvest among you,
just as | have had
among the other
Gentiles.

14] am obligated both
to Greeks and non-
Greeks, both to the
wise and the foolish.

BThatiswhy | anso
eager to preach the
gospel alsotoyouwho

Day 43

Key Verse: “...that you and | may be mutually encouraged
by each other’s faith.” —Romans 1:12

Key Thought:
My faith encouragesthefaith of others.

Key Question:
Isthere someonein my lifewhosefaith
I 'need to encourage today?
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Sharing the Gospel

“...they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and spoke the word of God boldly.”

Romans 1:16-19

8] am not ashamed
of the gospel, because
it isthe power of God
for the salvation of
everyonewho believes.
first for the Jew, then
for the Gentile.

YFor in the gospel a
righteousness from
Godisrevealed, arigh-
teousness that is by
faith from first to last,
just as it is written:
“Therighteouswill live
by faith.”

8The wrath of God
iIsbeing revealed from
heaven against al the
godlessnessand wicked-
ness of men who
suppress the truth by
their wickedness, *snce
what may be known
about God is plain to
them, because God has
made it plain to them.

138

—-Acts4:31

Romans 1:16-19
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Day 44 Write the Light

Key Verse: “| amnot ashamed of the gospel, becauseit is
the power of God...” ~Romans 1:16

Key Thought:
Never apologizefor my faithin Christ.

Key Question:
Do | needto ask Gad to help me overcome my timidity
intelling others about Him?

Seeing the Invisible

“ The heavens declare the glory of God;

the skies proclaim the work of his hands.”
—Psalm 19:1

Romans 1:20 Romans 1:20

2°For since the
creation of the world
God'’s invisible qual-
ities — his eternal
power and divine na-
ture—havebeen clear-
ly seen, being under-
stood from what has
been made, so that
men arewithout excuse.
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Romans 1:21-23

ZIFor although they
knew God, they
neither glorifiedhimas
God nor gave thanks
to him, but their
thinking becamefutile
andtheir foolish hearts
were darkened.

2Although they
claimed to be wise,
they became fools
Zand exchanged the
glory of the immortal
God for images made
tolook likemortal man
and birds and animals
and reptiles.

Day 45

Romans 1:21-23

Key Verse: “For sincethe creation of the world God's
invisible qualities...have been clearly seen...” —-Romans 1:20

Key Thought:

Theunbeliever iswithout excuse.

Key Question:

When wasthelast time | paused to ook up inthe sky
andmarvel at God'sgrandeur?
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Exchanging the Truth

“...They perish because they refused

to love the truth and so be saved.”
—2 Thessalonians2:10

Romans 1:24-26

%Therefore God
gave them over in the
sinful desires of their
hearts to sexual im-
purity for thedegrading
of their bodies with
one another.

%They exchanged
the truth of God for a
lie, and worshiped and
served created things
rather than the Creator
—who is forever
praised. Amen.

26Because of this,
God gavethem over to
shameful lusts. Even
their women exchanged
natural relations for
unnatural ones.

Romans 1:24-26
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Day 46

Key Verse: “ They exchanged the truth of God for a lie...”
—Romans 1:25

Key Thought:
Thealternativeto God'sway isalwaysacounterfeit.

Key Question:
What isonetruth of God that | am standing for,
in spite of strong opposition from popular culture?

A Depraved Mind

“Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman;

that is detestable.”
- eviticus18:22

Romans 1:27

2In the same way
the men also aban-
doned natural relations
with women and were
inflamed with lust for
one another. Men
committed indecent
acts with other men,
and received in them-
selves the due penalty
for their perversion.
142
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Romans 1:28-29

ZFurthermore, since
they did not think it
worthwhile to retain
the knowledge of
God, he gave them
over to a depraved
mind, to do what
ought not to be done.

2They have become
filled with every kind
of wickedness, evil,
greed and depravity.
They arefull of envy,
murder, strife, deceit
and malice.

Write the Light ™

Romans 1:28-29

Day 47

Key Verse: “...sincethey did not think it worthwhile
to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over

to a depraved mind...” —Romans 1:28

Hold ontowhat | know about God, no matter what.

What can | do today that will help mehold on
even moretightly to my relationship with Jesus?

Key Thought:

Key Question:
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Without Excuse

“ For you were once darkness, but now you are light

in the Lord. Live as children of light...”
—Ephesians5:8

Romans 1:30-32 Romans 1:30-32

They are gossips,
%glanderers, God-
haters, insolent, ar-
rogant and boastful;
they invent ways of
doing evil; they dis-
obey their parents;
Slthey are senseless,
faithless, heartless,
ruthless. *Although
they know God’'s
righteous decree that
those who do such
things deserve death,
they not only continue
to dothesevery things
but also approve of
thosewho practicethem.
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Romans 2:1

You, therefore,
have no excuse, you
who passjudgment on
someone else, for at
whatever point you
judge the other, you
are condemning your-
self, because youwho
pass judgment do the
samethings.

Write the L_ight ™

Romans 2:1

Day 48

Key Verse: “...for at whatever point you judge the other,
you are condemning yourself...” —Romans2:1

Key Thought:

The more upset | am by someone else'ssin, themore likely
| amto bevulnerableto that same sin myself.

Key Questions:

What sin am | most likely to commit in the next seven days?
Wheat stepscan | taketo avoid that pitfall?
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The Kindness of God

“ Do not judge, or you too will be judged.”

—Matthew 7:1

“ Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time;
wait till the Lord comes.
He will...expose the motives of men’s hearts.
—1 Corinthians4:5

Romans 2:2-4

’Now we know that
God’s judgment a-
gainst those who do
such things is based
on truth.

3So when you, a
mere man, pass
judgment on them and
yet do the samethings,
do you think you will
escape God’'s judg-
ment? “Or do you
show contempt for
the riches of his
kindness, tolerance
and patience, not
realizing that God’s
kindness |leads you
toward repentance?
146
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Write the L_ight ™

Romans 2:5-6 Romans 2:5-6

*But because of
your stubbornness
and your unrepentant
heart, you are storing
up wrath against
yourself for the day of
God'swrath, when his
righteous;judgment will
be revealed. °God
“will give to each
person according to
what he has done.”

Day 49

Key Verse: “...God's kindness |eads you
toward repentance...” —Romans 2:4

Key Thought:
| would be wiseto stop sinning on my own...
before God Himself hasto stop me.

Key Questions:
Inwhat areais God being patient with me right now?
How can | keep from showing
“contempt for the riches of hiskindness?’
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Doing Good

“1n the way of righteousness...is immortality.”
—Proverbs12:28

Romans 2:7-12

"To those who by
persistence in doing
good seek glory,
honor and immortality,
hewill giveeternd life.

8But for those who
are self-seeking and
whorgect thetruth and
follow evil, therewill be
wrath and anger.

*Therewill betrouble
and distress for every
human being who does
evil: first for the Jew,
then for the Gentile;
hut glory, honor and
peace for everyone
who does good: first
for the Jew, then for
the Gentile.

“For God does not
show favoritism. 2All
who sin gpart fromthe
law will also perish
apart fromthelaw, and
all who sin under the
law will be judged by
thelaw.
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D ay 50 Write the L_ight ™

Key Verse: “ Tothosewho by persistencein doing good seek
glory, honor and immortality, hewill give eternal life.”
—Romans 2:7

Key Thought:
Keep doing good even when it doesn’t pay off —
because oneday it will.

Key Question:
Onascaleof 1-5, how single-minded am |
about doing theright thing?

Written on Our Hearts

“ Fix these words of mine in your hearts...”
—Deuteronomy 11:18

Romans 2:13-14a Romans 2:13-14a

BFor it is not those
who hear the law who
arerighteousin God's
sight, but it is those
who obey thelaw who
will be declared
righteous.

143(Indeed, when
Gentiles, who do not
have the law, do by
nature things required
by the law,

149



Romans 2:14b-16 Romans 2:14b-16

1they are a law for
themselves, even
though they do not
have the law, *since
they show that the
requirements of the
law arewritten on their
hearts, their con-
sciences also bearing
witness, and their
thoughts now ac-
cusing, now even
defending them.)
eThiswill take place
on the day when God
will judge men’s
secrets through Jesus
Christ, as my gospel

" Day51

...the requirements of the law are written
on their hearts...” —Romans2:15

Key Verse:

Key Thought:
| can dotheright thing, because God has built it into me.

K ey Question:
How long hasit been since | thanked God
for giving me aconscience?
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